December 2019

Chairman’s Bit!
We all understand the need to encourage and retain new members to the club. Essentially, it
is about sustainability. Without an influx of new people, membership numbers will inevitably
decline, putting increasing responsibility for the day-to-day running of the club on fewer and
fewer people and increasing pressure on fees, as the overall cost of the operation is spread
across reduced numbers.
We aren't alone. Gliding memberships across the country are under increasing pressure and
it is fair to say that we have some advantages other clubs may not have. We own our site
and the club buildings, so aren't faced with rental increases and stringent lease restrictions
limiting how or when we might operate. We also have decent numbers of instructors, so
have the training capacity to handle increased membership numbers.
So what should we be doing to get the message out there about our amazing sport and
fabulous facilities here at Chipping? In the past, we have had articles about BFGC in the local
and regional press and have been interviewed on local radio. We regularly attend local
events such as Myerscough Country Fair and Pendle Powerfest and this year have organised
an apprentice day for BAe and took ELN to a UCLAN Freshers’ Day. The enthusiasm of BFGC
members in talking about our sport to the public at these events is fabulous to see and their
effectiveness is shown in the number of trial lesson voucher sales generated. Selling trial
lesson vouchers is essential for the club's financial well-being and the reality is that we have
no difficulty in selling them. In fact it could be argued that we would still sell vouchers
without doing any of the things outlined above, but that underestimates the goodwill
generated by our attendance and organisation of these events, which I believe we should be
trying to do more of. From a hard-nosed commercial perspective, should BFGC ever need to
look to secure grant-funding for any project, or seek planning permission for improvements
to the operation, we will need to be able to evidence community support and the more
friends we have out there the better .
A harsh reality is that the conversion rate of voucher sales to full-time membership is
extremely low, which is why we have tried targeted marketing, such as the BAe day. Any
bright ideas you might have to encourage new members or for marketing BFGC would be
welcomed. It is in all of our interests to spread the word!
Have a fabulous Christmas and here's hoping the New Year brings you every flying success.
Happy Soaring!
Richard Turpin - Chairman

Please note that all Internet links in this publication are live and can be ‘clicked through’.
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Glory Hallelulah!

Guess what? - Sometimes it isn’t raining! And just to prove that there actually still is a sun
up there, Henry Stott sent in this picture of a ‘Glory’, taken from a K13 over Parlick while
flying with Tony Platt.
I’m sure we’ve all seen one from time to time when flying past orographic cloud, but for
non-pilots, they are much rarer. To understand more about what causes one, I went to
Wikipedia, where I found the following:
“A ‘glory’ is an optical phenomenon, resembling an iconic saint's halo around the shadow of
the observer's head, caused by sunlight interacting with the tiny water droplets that
compose mist or clouds. The glory consists of one or more concentric, successively dimmer
rings, each of which is red on the outside and bluish towards the centre. If a plane is flying
sufficiently low for its shadow to be visible on the clouds, the glory always surrounds it. This
is sometimes called ‘The Glory of the Pilot’.”
Fascinating stuff! Thanks Henry! - Ed.

Winter draws on!
... and even the sheep are looking tyred!
We thank John Brewer for sending Tony Platt this photo of
one of his flock sporting a new ring of confidence after it
had been tempted to stray onto the airfield last month in
search of “greener” grass. Thanks for passing it on Tony.
Now all we need are a flock of bad sheep puns ...
It's been a Goodyear for mutton, believe ewe me, and
this sheep, (being wheely safety conscious), always
watches where it treads and uses its horn before rolling to
a stop. Brewer tried to get the tyre off but decided in the
end it was easier to give it a re-tread, which, of course,
made the sheep extremely cross-ply. - (All right! I've
stopped now! - Ed.)
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CFI’s Bit!

Summary - Another year gone by.
Looking back at the flying and events this past year, I am not sure many will consider it a
“mega” year. I think it was quite poor, mostly if not completely caused by the weather yet
again. Yes, we flew on many days, but often the quality of the days wasn’t great.
Several attempts at operating outside of the “normal” days were trialed, with some success,
but it does seem that quite a lot of the members who are able to take advantage of this, don’t
seem to want to change their routines and “the day” that they fly on, as take up of this
initiative is often poor.
Operating in a way that fits in with a “weather slot” will always offer more flying than fixed
days which are just a weather lottery.
Thanks to all of the instructors and winch drivers that have volunteered to operate outside of
the usual days, I hope that this facility will continue in 2020. If the instructors offering this
option feel as if they are flogging a dead horse with little member interest, well, there is a
saying isn’t there. “Use it or lose it”
Winter message
Our club safety officer Richard Peake recently sent out an excellent document detailing some
of the pitfalls of winter flying. There are some superb pointers in there, please can I ask that
you have a proper read through this document and consider the content each and every time
you fly.
Events
There were quite a few club-weeks in 2019, many poorly attended by the members, which is
such a shame. It seems as if we can’t give instruction away!
Thanks to all of the instructors that gave up their time, and in some instances a week’s
holiday, to offer these club weeks.
Two of our instructors offered their services for the “two-seater” comp at Pocklington, taking
BF1 and EWP to the event. This seemed to work very well, despite yet again not having
stunning weather, but they had many tales to tell, land-out’s and lots of fun. Thanks to Pete
Desmond and John Klunder for giving up their time to make it possible.
Achievements
Despite the relatively poor weather, quite a few members have made some real progress,
with three individuals gaining their wings this year, the highest amount in a year for some
time. Huge congratulations to Mike Cursons, Wayne Follett and Kieran Thomas. In addition to
this, both Mike and Wayne also completed their winch driver training too!
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In addition to the first solos, there have been quite a few conversions to new glider types too,
with some moving into syndicates or buying a glider for the first time. Further up the
experience ladder, a few members have obtained their XC endorsements this year. Well done
Tony Perry, Richard Turpin and Dave Stopford.
You might think that achievement is hard to equal or beat, but even higher up the same
ladder, huge congratulations to Matt Price and Geoff Hughes for gaining their BI ratings. It
was great to see Matt take advantage and fly his wife Jane on his first official flight as an
instructor.
Late August saw Jeff Davies and Phil Punt pass their 5-year instructor refreshers, and huge
congratulations go to Dave Gethin on his Full Category instructor rating.
Trips away.
Yet again, some of our members have visited other clubs this year, either by joining an
expedition, or organizing things themselves. Some of the places visited include Feshiebridge,
Portmoak, Saltby, Sutton Bank, Shenington, Burn, Husbands Bosworth, Enstone and
Fuentemilanos. Some expeditions are already booked for 2020.
Next Year
There are no major changes planned, but we really are hoping to be able to get to grips with,
and go “live” with, some sort of booking system for lessons. Not for the whole day, but
maybe 2x lessons a day, one a.m. slot and one p.m. slot as a start. We have to try
something to stem the loss of members learning to fly with us, but who don’t see it through
to solo.
The well-known saying around Chipping, “We have always done it like this,” will not stop a
club’s decline in numbers if we can’t train new members to solo. We have to try something.
Appreciation
Sadly, a few long-standing members did not rejoin this year, although some have continued
as social members. I would like to thank Glynn Whittingham for all of the work he did as a BI
and winch driver. There don’t appear to be as many “stonking” days as there used to be,
which is a real shame. Thanks also to Mark Johnson, Pete Batterby and Caroline Weston for
all they have done for the club whilst they were full members.
Year-end thanks.
May I take this opportunity once again to thank all those that
have helped with the operation this year, particularly behind
the scenes. Quite a lot goes on in the background to keep the
club running. Can I thank all of the instructors for their
efforts, particularly those that have done more than just their
rostered duties.
All that remains now is to wish you all a happy Xmas and
hope that you all achieve some memorable and safe flights
next year, or progress towards your goals whatever they may
be. Fly safe, fly as often as you can, and stay current.
Ian Ashton - CFI

Quick Quote!

Flying is a lot like playing a musical instrument; you're doing so many things and
thinking of so many other things, all at the same time. It becomes a spiritual
experience.
Dusty McTavish
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Tails(-lide) of the Unexpected
I took part in the British Glider Aerobatics
Championships in mid September, flying at
advanced class for the second year. A poor
analogy is “figure-skating in the sky”; the
scores are from a panel of ground-based
judges who deduct marks for any nonperfect element of each figure flown; the
main differences being; no ice, the judges
watching an engineless aircraft whooshing
about a 1km cube of sky at anything
between 150 and 0 mph… and no leotards
in sight, not during flying, anyway! This
time I felt some trepidation: My previous
mount, the S-1 "Swift" had been sold, so
Inverted over Lasham runway
I’d have to get up-to-speed with the MDM1 “Fox”; an unlimited class aerobatic glider with some particularly unforgiving characteristics,
despite the safety its +9 / -6g flight envelope affords. I only managed 2 pre-competition flights
due to weather, enough to be safe given previous experience, but not really enough to finesse
many of the figures I might have to fly. This included tail slides, where you basically point the
nose at the sky, fly backwards far enough for
the judges to perceive a slide then flip the
*correct* way end over end; I “hard zeroed”
both of those.
Unknown figure selection was the first order of
business; this is one way for competitors to
make life difficult for each other. My call of,
"Guys, you know we all have to fly these, don't
you?" didn't stop the inevitable selection of stuff
designed to trip up the hard-of-remembering: A
heady mix of much inverted work with lots of
similar-but-different figures. For example... Was
The shadow of the Fox
it a hesitation roll on the way up this slant
humpty-bump, with a plain half roll on the way down, or the other way 'round? This is the
sequence with the 4/4 hesitation on the Chinese loop, isn't it??? Yes, we do have a sequence
card in the cockpit as an aide memoire, but it's easy to misread when you're busy!
Unusually for a UK competition, most of the entry was at Advanced or Unlimited; the product of
Paul Conran and Will Jones doing some excellent instructing and mentoring of "da youth" over
the last few years. Several of them have stuck
with it long enough to become annoyingly good. I
did half a decade of flying a K21 at intermediate
to get here; they don't know they're born; (cue
the "4 Yorkshiremen" Python sketch). I digress...
This meant almost all of us were flying the Fox,
which made for fairly slow progress. A flat
tailwheel halfway through Saturday didn't help,
but the Lasham grid (a quiet one, by all accounts)
showed us how launching should be done; over
50 gliders in not much more than an hour!
With the small field of entry of pilots qualified and
mad / willing enough to compete, the game is
A "quiet" weekend aerotow grid at Lasham; all were launched
often to fly well enough and consistently while
in about an hour (and many were in fields shortly after)!
other people make larger errors than you.
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My competitors obligingly followed that pattern; in the worst case, flying almost all of the
figures in his last sequence backwards due to “pushing to erect” from a vertical up-line when
he should have “pulled to inverted”. He had the capacity to realise he was the wrong way up
and rolled, but didn’t clock that he was then the wrong way around!
The upshot of all of this is that I’m now British
National Aerobatic Advanced Gliding Champion. I
doubt I’ll be going to the Worlds / Europeans at
Advanced class next year, as family life is a bit hectic
at the moment, but we shall see… In any case, I
think I’m going to need a bit more practice if I want
to hold onto the title for next year! - Dave Gethin

G-CFOX ready for launch

For a better description of aerobatics in general and
competition results than I’ve managed above, see
aerobatics.org.uk. You can get interactive with the scores
and sequences flow, and even play “Where’s Dave?” from
previous contest photos.

A Pleasant Co-incidence
Last year, we featured an experimental parachute
drop system that was tried out on a Barracuda MkII
by the Airborne Forces Experimental Establishment.
Nacelles under the wings each held two
paratroopers, who were ‘released’ by the pilot. Last
month, I received the following report from Trevor
Tutthill and thank him for sharing it with us.
A Pleasant Co-incidence
I recently spent a couple of days in hospital and when this happens, because of my situation,
I’m usually placed in “solitary”. However, on this occasion, owing to the shortage of beds, I
found myself in a room with another patient. Because he either slept, or talked to his visitors,
the exchange between us was limited to the usual introductory pleasantries until just before I
went home. While getting my stuff together I heard his wife mention someone giving someone
a ride in a glider. When wishing him well as I left, I asked about this and was pleasantly
surprised to find he was the son of Stan Race.
Stan was an experienced pilot when I joined the club some forty-seven years ago and at one
time served as its chairman. Like a number then in the club, he had had an eventful time
during the war. I remember being told that he was a Royal Engineer who joined the Parachute
Regiment when it was formed, learnt to fly the transport gliders in use at the time and was
involved in testing new models of parachute and airborne forces equipment. One of the latter
that he tested, by parachuting out of it, consisted of a pair of containers carried under the
wings of a Barracuda torpedo bomber, each of which could carry two parachutists. I haven’t
been able to find out its intended use, but the type of aircraft suggests it was so that a naval
task force could drop a reconnaissance party or agents into enemy-held territory. His family
told me he was the first to test out a goreless parachute (one with a panel missing).
After the war Stan was a district surveyor in the area and played an important part in getting
planning permission for gliding at Cock Hill Farm. It is difficult to be a member of the club and
not be aware of the contribution of others, such as Stan, to making the club what it now is;
that we enjoy and will in turn pass on. Perhaps a rather old-fashioned idea, but I’ve always
had the same feeling of continuity with respect to gliders. Our ownership, use and care is only
temporary and one day they will pass to others.
- Trevor Tutthill
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How True!
You might be a glider pilot if …
You have held a conversation with your glider
– and you felt it understood.
You have that one spot on your aircraft that
you pat or kiss when no one is looking, after
a really fantastic flight.
You look up at the sky anytime an aeroplane
of any kind flies over, and are still impressed
or amazed that it is possible for mankind to
do what we do.
You have seen a dream car that really
appeals to you and your first thought is, “But
could it tow the trailer?”
You have been late for a date or meeting
because you landed out.
People have asked you why you aren’t in
church on Sunday and you have trouble
explaining to them that on most Sundays,
you are closer to heaven than they could
ever be sitting in some building.

You have ever looked up at the sky
midweek and wished you were up there
instead of at work.
You have ever looked down on your
workplace during a normal business day
and gloated.
You’ve cracked open your first beer of the
evening while still sitting in the cockpit after
a great flight. Your equally great crew
passed it to you.
You consider fine dining to be going to the
pub near the airfield rather than grabbing a
burger on the way home.
You are in the air and feel more whole and
at peace with yourself than you could ever
possibly feel while on the ground.
And finally, if you have ever had the
instrument panel, or similar, sitting on the
coffee table in the living room.

You feel somehow empty inside if you don’t
make it out to the airfield at least once a
week.
You have ever left work early on an
‘emergency’ when the Cu had been popping.

Oops!
Safety is as easy as
ABC - (but apparently
more especially D in this
case!)
You can imagine the
pilot scratching his head
and wondering why his
beautiful Libelle is flying
like a pig today!
Thanks to John Lydon
for spotting this picture
and sending it in as a
salutary lesson for us all.
- Ed.
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Lookout!
Why we must keep a good lookout.
Pictured on the right is a flight from Chipping in
JLO, with Bob in the back. Cloudbase was about
1,800ft above sea level and visibility was possibly
five miles. I was flying about 1,100 ft above the
airfield when I exclaimed, “What the xxx is that?”
and immediately had to turn to the right to avoid
a high wing, single-engine aircraft heading south
on a reciprocal course and height.
My whole flight is shown in blue, the other in red.
We passed about 100ft apart. After passing I
turned and watched the aircraft disappear. If you
look at the red trace, the track then turns slightly
and would pass straight above Chipping gliding
site, but again alters course. What was surprising
was that no navigation lights, strobe lights etc.
were visible.
Why was it there ?
Later, I made attempts to identify the other
aircraft. My only source was Flight Radar 24.
Other aircraft were in the area, but these were all
commercial flights a safe distance away and above,
but there was one that fit the bill. It was indicated
as a Luscombe Silvair, reg N1990B on a flight
from Oban to Welshpool on its way home. Further
tracking showed that it had been flying around the
west coast of Scotland.
With help from contacts in Air Britain, I gathered that it was based at Celle in Germany. Using
Memory-Map, the ground height near to the spot height of 459 metres 1460 ft, from the flight
data altitude was 1750-1800 ft i.e about 300ft above ground level.
Why was it there ? I have no idea, but possibly the original route would have crossed the
Warton stub, 1000 ft to 3000 ft, and as the upper limit was in cloud he decided to fly around it,
but that was not necessary. One factor which was of no use to either aircraft was that the
Luscombe was visible by ADS-B and me with Flarm, but both were electronically invisible to
each other.
As the club server was not working at the time I could not download my flight, but had to use
my own data. I’ll admit that showing both flights in real time is beyond my computer skills!
- Peter Whitehead

An Old Friend
While attending the Aerobatics
Championships at Lasham, Dave Gethin
visited the Gliding Heritage Centre and
sent in this photo of “The Beast”, all bright
and clean and polished to perfection. It’s
lovely to see her again, looking so well
cared for in her new home. - Ed.
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Winching Checks
You won’t need me to point out the fact that we are in winter mode again and our ability to
operate is almost totally dominated by the weather.
This carries with it the usual frustrations and disappointments, and in turn leads us to wishing
we had picked an indoor sport to fill our leisure time. All in all, it’s been a pretty grim season
for us as aviators. Another and more serious consequence of not being able to fly, is the effect
it has on all of us regarding our currency.
As you know, in terms of flying, we have sound governance in place in our Flying Orders, (a
riveting read and no messing)… to ensure that pilots either stay current, in line with their
particular card status, or undertake check-flights with an instructor to ensure they are still
confident, competent, and therefore safe to fly on their own.
This formal written approach would help to underpin any investigation, (external or internal) in
the unlikely event of an incident occurring at the club.
Unfortunately, we do not have a similar system to help us understand and control the
confidence, currency and competence of our winch driving team, which led
to a discussion at the recent instructors’ meeting.
I’m sure we would all agree that, in general, the winch driving at the club is
at a consistent and safe standard, (accepting in the first place that each
launch is different and cannot be “done by numbers”) and therefore the
general consensus was, that there is no requirement to re-invent the wheel.
This, I have to say is due to the excellent work carried out by my predecessors, in
terms of training and guidance over the years, for which I am very grateful.
This however does not address, and/or document, how we understand and control the currency
of winch drivers, or what we do if a person is less than confident in the winch, given the
infrequency of operating the winch that winter sometimes brings…
It was decided that we, (the winch check team), would carry out an observation of each winch
driver at least once a year and if their driving is safe and complies with our training, we would
endorse an entry in the back of their logbook if it is available. Also, there will be an A4 list of
winch drivers kept in the winch, which will be signed and dated by the winch checker, to
indicate that they have carried out an “observed currency check completed satisfactorily”.
(In essence, a very similar document to the one that is used to control our annual flying
checks). I would then collate the information onto a central “register” for record purposes.
It has been agreed that these checks will be carried out annually as a minimum, and that the
winch master and safety officer, (who is also a member of the winch checking team), may also
carry out random checks to ensure safety and consistency of training.
All winch drivers and trainers are further encouraged to request a refresher at regular intervals,
especially after a lay off, or at any time they feel rusty or under confident.
Please be assured, this is just an extra layer of safety and to provide
evidence of control, it is not an attempt to “catch someone out”. If for
any reason a person does not quite meet the standard, we will take
the opportunity to provide refresher training in the specific
discipline, to increase awareness, confidence and understanding.
This process can and will be written into our flying orders
and safety strategy and would provide an auditable
account of our approach to ensuring and encouraging
the currency and safety of everyone involved in our
winching operations at Chipping.
Graham Rendell - Winch Master.
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Spaced Out!

Ged’s Gems!

Facts not Fiction
The remains of Bert Hinkler's glider CANNOT BE DESTROYED!
Bert Hinkler flew the first pioneering solo flight from England to Australia in 1928 and the
first solo flight across the South Atlantic in 1931. In 1911-1912, he practised flying in
gliders he built himself. He died in 1933, crashing near Florence in a second England to
Australia flight attempt.
Now for the weird bit! A piece of wood from one of Hinkler's gliders was given to U.S.
astronaut Don Lind as a token of appreciation for visiting Bundaberg, Queensland, Australia,
(site of the Hinkler Hall of Aviation).
The piece of wood was in turn given to
Dick Scobee, the captain of the space
shuttle Challenger Mission.
The piece of wood was on the
Challenger, in a plastic bag, in Scobee's
locker when the shuttle exploded in
1986.
The bag and the wood were recovered
from the sea, identified, mounted and
later returned to the Hinkler Hall of
Aviation in Bundaberg.

Bert Hinckler’s first glider.

Quick Quotes!
The exhilaration of flying is too keen, the pleasure too great, for it to be neglected
as a sport.
- Orville Wright
I fly because it releases my mind from the tyranny of petty things.
- Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
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Scene from Above

This month, we have a stunning, wintry view of Stocks Reservoir.

BFGC AGM
The Annual General Meeting of Bowland Forest Gliding Club Ltd
will be held on Thursday, 12th March 2020 at 8.00pm at:
Preston Grasshoppers RFC
Lightfoot Green Lane
Fulwood
Preston
PR4 0AP
Please try to attend if you can, as we need your input on matters of importance to the
club. Please remember that only Life Members and Full Members who have paid their
subs for the year will be eligible to vote.
Please note the existing club officers and committee members need to be re-nominated
and/or replacements nominated. Nominations for all club officer and general committee
can be sent to the Secretary at any time or entered on the form on the noticeboard in
the new year. Nominations will close one month prior to the AGM. If there are more
nominees than vacancies there will be a secret ballot at the AGM.
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A Touch of History
We like to bring some of the stranger
flights of fancy in aviation history to
your attention and, to my mind, they
don’t come much stranger than this;
the experimental McDonnell XF-85
Goblin, built in 1949 to answer a
specific problem of the time.
The demands of the cold war had led
America to develop a fleet of superbombers to carry out long-range
patrols. From 1949 to 1959, these
patrols were carried out by the
Convair B-36 "Peacemaker." The B-36
was the largest mass-produced
piston-engined aircraft ever built and
had the longest wingspan of any combat aircraft, at 230 ft. The problem arose however
that the long patrols took the bombers well beyond the range of fighter escorts and
therefore left them unprotected.
So, the Goblin was designed by McDonnell as a “parasite” fighter, which was to be held in
the bomb bay of a “Peacemaker” bomber, allowing the aircraft to carry its own fighter escort
with it while on patrol. The intention was to carry up to three of the Goblins in the B-36
bomb bays and release them when
necessary.
This tiny fighter jet measured only 15 feet in
length and had a wingspan of 21 feet. It
was built around a Westinghouse J-34
turbo-jet engine and it could fly at over 650
mph with a ceiling of 48,000 feet.
It didn’t however, have any landing gear
and that’s where the “hook” came in. After
a successful mission, the X-85 returned to
the mothership and used the hook to latch
onto a receiving structure hanging from the
bomb bay. The wings were then folded
away and the Goblin was drawn back up into
the bay.
If you‘d like to see a Goblin in action,
YouTube has a video of its flight trials. Click
on the link below to view it.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmaPn
pH7Cig
Unfortunately, after the trials, it became
apparent that the Goblin's performance
would be inferior to the jet fighters it would
have faced in combat, and there were
difficulties in docking as well, so the project
was cancelled. Which is a shame, but it still
makes for an amazing tale and shows how
creativity and ingenuity can push the
boundaries to astonishing lengths! - Ed.

13

CSO Report
BFGC Club Safety Officer:
I thought I’d share with you the CSO’s Terms of reference (TOR’s) and the question asked of
the club by the BGA.
The BGA asks! Does the club have a programme to evaluate hazards and promote
safety in accordance with BGA Safety Management System (SMS) requirements?
The club’s Safety Management System is based on the BGA SMS.
Identified safety issues are discussed at regular, minuted instructors’ meetings attended by
the CFI, the Safety Officer and all instructors.
The Safety Committee, consisting of the Club Chairman, the CFI, and the CSO, have minuted
meetings, twice per year.
Required changes, reminders of safety issues, good practice etc. are circulated to members
via the training system/ pilot briefings, emails, via the club website, “sanitised” instructors’
meetings minutes, clubhouse notices, winter lectures and the club newsletter.
Flying and ground activity is continuously monitored by the club’s instructor cohort, with
feedback to the CFI directly or via the instructors’ meetings.
The processes and activities described above, ensure that there is a full, closed circle, safety
process in place which is visible to the club membership.
Members are encouraged to discuss safety concerns with instructors, the CSO and the CFI.
An email address, safety@bfgc.co.uk is dedicated to the reporting of safety concerns. It is
available and members are encouraged to use it, anonymously if desired.
And, I’d not be the safety Officer if I’d missed this chance of adding a safety
message, so I’ve placed the most worrying items here. This is also available on the
CSO’s November newsletter
Concerns- We have reduced Incidents with cables and tractors invading the area in front of
the glider. However, it still happens when we have new tractor drivers, who are not fully
briefed and do not have that full and wider experience of the operation.
Safe operation- and maintenance of our tractors is still a cause for concern. If you are not
cleared to drive the larger vehicles, then don’t, until you’ve been shown how to and received
clearance to do so.
Launch Point Operations- It is imperative that we operate with a Duty Manager (DM) also
known as Duty Pilot, in place at all times to
support the Duty Instructor and to oversee the
ground operations and report any concerns to the
DI in real time.

SAFETY

Pre-flight checks- The last part of the pre-flight
is B.E.C. Brakes, Eventualities and Canopy. This
was introduced to ensure the final check is the
Canopy. This was in part due to pilots electing to
close the canopy last for various reasons. This
rendered the check list obsolete and dangerous, as
it created a situation where people forgot vital
actions. Winter months with high humidity,
freezing winds and lower temperatures chilled even
further by wind, causes misting of canopies in a

is Everyone’s
Business
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very short period of time. Use the checklist as it is designed
and don’t be too quick to close the canopy on very cold days
or in the evenings where you see canopies misting. Do not
rely on the canopy clearing during the launch. Increased
airflow, lowering temperatures at height and higher humidity
can and will only make it worse.
If you would like to ask questions or make comments,
or you feel we do not meet these requirements or
terms, then I would ask that you forward your
feedback and comments to the safety email box. This
will allow us to improve our service to you and the club.
Thank you.

Richard Peake - CSO

Trouble at t’Mill!

Work on the Libelle ARC and annual was halted last
week when Laura downed tools and staged a sit-down
strike in the cockpit, in protest at her hours and
working conditions. Apparently Andy had insisted on
an early start to their shift and deprived Laura of her
customary Sunday morning breakfast in bed!
Incensed at this infringement of established practice,
she took wildcat action and refused to budge from the
fuselage until Andy had delivered her tea and toast
(lightly buttered and honey of course, with a flower in
a stemmed glass) on a tray, to the cockpit. So, like
any red-blooded male and master of the house would
do, Andy shot straight off to put the kettle on!
Assuaged by his gesture, Laura called off her action,
(once she’d polished off the tea and toast of course)
and work started again in preparation for more soaring
triumphs next season. If only all industrial disputes
were as easily resolved. - Ed

Dawn Chorus

What’s that they say about
“red sky in the morning?”
Never mind, it’s very
pretty and I thank Henry
Stott for sending in this
peaceful dawn photo of the
club’s caravan park. You
can almost hear the soft
sighing of the wind in the
trees, the chirping of the
awakening birds and
Yvonne’s strident voice
over the Tannoy, shouting
her customary dawn
chorus of “Morning
Campers! - Hi-de-hi! - Ed.
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The BFGC Story
Some time ago, the Club had an instructor called Keith
Emslie. He’d been associated with the club over a great
many years and during his time with us, he put down on
paper a lot of notes and writings detailing the early days
of gliding in the North West, along with many insights into
the development of the BFGC in its different iterations in
Blackpool, Samlesbury and finally, Chipping. Reg Wooller
curates the club archives, which contain Keith’s scattered
recollections along with numerous photographs, and
Marjorie Morris volunteered to painstakingly type up and
organise Keith’s notes before passing them on to me to
publish together as a “History” of the BFGC.
Many of you have now read and enjoyed Paul Myers’
personal account of flying with the club, “44 Years and
Counting”, which was released a couple of months ago,
so this seemed a good time to also offer this new
publication, “Blackpool and Fiddlers”, to the club
membership. It’s an interesting booklet and a good read
at over 80 pages. I hope you’ll enjoy reading it as much
as we enjoyed putting it together.
Smartphone alert! This file is
just over 20Mb in size.

To download a copy, click on the booklet cover on the left,
or use the club website link on www.bfgc.co.uk/bfgc. -Ed.
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178 Seconds
Many glider pilots seek out and enjoy the
enormous thrill of wave flying, especially in
the “non-thermal” months of the year.
Climbing in silky smooth air, often above
the clouds, is one of the most rewarding
and exhilarating aspects of our hobby. The
views can be breath-taking.
However, it must always be remembered
that when climbing high, maybe in search
of that elusive “badge,” human beings are
in an alien environment. Whilst enormously
rewarding, flying high can have many
dangers, and anyone venturing into this
world must be aware of them, understand
them, and above all respect them. So,
what are some of the dangers?
Hypoxia
One of the biggest problems with hypoxia is that you normally feel fine, maybe euphoric! You
can be completely unaware of the deteriorating situation. Mild symptoms of hypoxia can
include temporary loss of memory, inattentiveness and poor judgment. (Which is not good
when you are flying an aeroplane!)
The symptoms of hypoxia can start much sooner than many
people believe, as general health and fitness can have an impact
too. Time of exposure also has an effect. Spend a lot of time at
7-8 thousand feet and you will likely be suffering without
realising it. Your decision making will be affected, possibly
leading to further error-making and poor judgement.
The obvious solution is not to climb high without some form of
supplementary oxygen. If you are really keen on wave flying, get
oxygen fitted, understand how to use it, when to use it, and
make sure you do use it. There are a few systems available, with
‘Mountain High’ being one of the most widely used.
The Cold
Every day is different and temperature change with height is determined by the airmass, but
on average, the rate of change is around 2°C per 1,000ft. If flying high in wave, especially in
the winter months, be prepared for severe cold and dress for it. Temperatures between
-10°C and -20°C could be the norm. Wear multiple layers throughout, especially the
extremities, feet, hands and head. Warm dry socks are
essential. Maybe you should change socks just before
you fly, as the ones you have been wearing to rig/push,
pull and heave may be a little damp! They will quickly
turn to ice at height!!
Many glider pilots purchase specialist equipment with
“Ozee” suits being popular. They are effectively
“sleeping bags” with legs and arms. You may look and
feel dressed like a “Teletubby”, but you will be warm
and cosy when others mock and shiver!
Food and drink
Sounds obvious, but you must keep hydrated and have something to eat, with Chocolate being
a good thing to have on board.
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Cloud and granite
If the airmass is dry with little cloud, wave flying will likely be as good as it gets. Climbing high
in the sunshine with super views will be perfect. Unfortunately, we live in the UK and there is
usually cloud at some level. Due to the nature of wave, it is likely that it will punch holes into
the cloud and as long as the wave remains active, those holes could remain open. If the wave
changes, or moister air moves into the area, the “gaps” can close up with incredible speed,
often filling in upwind first. Watch out for “fingers” starting to meet; a sure sign that things are
changing.

Wave gaps starting to close and fingers starting to meet in the gap

If you are unable to descend in time and get down through a gap, your situation has suddenly
changed. You may find yourself above solid cloud, possibly with areas of high ground (granite)
around you. Cloud may also form around you in flight and you could lose situational awareness
very fast.
Things can now get far more serious. I would recommend
that you never climb above cloud without some form of
cloud flying instrument and a moving map. Making a
“cloud descent” is serious stuff. Many clubs have
recommended “descent areas” that will keep you away
from high ground. These could include a valley, lake or if
further up north, maybe a loch. Find these things out
before you fly. If you fly into terrain in cloud it will not be a
good outcome.
There is also no point having “the gear” if you don’t know
how to use it and have not had any training in its use.
Flying by sole reference to instruments is not something
Say ... What’s a mountain goat doing way up
many glider pilots experience as we normally fly VFR. Your
here in a cloud bank?
various body systems will all start to tell you different
things the second you lose outside reference.
You may feel you are turning, accelerating,
diving, climbing, even if you are actually
straight and level. You will now start to think
about how you got yourself into this situation.
You may be asking why the title of this article
is 178 seconds?
Studies have indicated that this is the
“average” time before a “non” instrument rated
pilot, or a pilot with no training flying by “sole
reference” to instruments, loses control of
their aircraft. It is more relevant to power
Typical view in cloud
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flying, but I would recommend watching the following
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7t4IR-3mSo
In the past when wave was not understood, many glider pilots deliberately entered cloud for their
height badges, often in Cb clouds! (Cumulonimbus, thunderstorm clouds). In old slow wooden
gliders of the day, if things went wrong in cloud it was usual to just open the brakes fully and
centralise the controls. With slower aircraft and good powerful brakes, it was usually not a
problem. This is not the case now. Losing control in cloud of a higher performance glider could
see you going through VNE in a few seconds and your brakes are likely to do little to prevent this.
BGA Cloud flying endorsement (CFE)
I would highly recommend that anyone frequently seeking out wave and the conditions that flying
in wave is more likely to produce, considers obtaining some training flying on instruments alone.
If you know someone with a PPL, maybe get them to take you up and fly on instruments alone
for a time. Better still, consider adding a BGA cloud flying endorsement onto your licence. There
are many clubs/organisations that offer this such as “MotorGlide” http://www.motorglide.co.uk/
As well as covering the theory of instrument flying, and the physiological effects of flying in cloud,
you will also get some practice flying by sole reference to your instruments. You will learn to
“trust” your instruments, and it is likely that you will be wearing “half a lampshade” on your head.
Not the latest fashion, but an IFR hood to give you no view of anything other than instruments.
As part of the test, you will be required to fly headings, hold speeds, carry out different rate
turns, ensure you know where you are and navigate, as well as
recover from various “unusual attitudes”, and you will do this
purely on instruments.
The endorsement does not give you any additional privileges,
you will not be “IFR” rated, but it will give you a bit more of an
insight into what it’s like flying on instruments, and of course
some practice. It’s also quite a bit of fun!
Wave flying
Wave flying can be joyous, and a good flight and its memories
will last for a long time. Not all wave flights are cold, cloudy or
involve cloud descents. Some flights are as straightforward and easy as they come, but whatever
the situation, the more
that is learnt, understood
and practised, the better
and safer we are as pilots.
As pilots we have to think
and plan ahead,
considering the “what
if’s”. (Now known as TEM
- Threat and Error
Management)
As glider pilots we often
get to experience and
see things that other
people can’t. We are
privileged. Go and fly
wave, enjoy it, but
maybe think a little more
about the preparation
required in order to
safely have that magical
flight.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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En-suite!

Speaking as a “gentleman of a certain age,”
who regularly undertakes 3 and 4 hour flights
in the summer months, the need for effective
in-flight plumbing goes without saying.

After experiencing one or two tricky moments
with my cockpit relief system last year, (we’ve
all been there!), I asked my service engineers
to upgrade the system when they performed
the ARC on my Ventus this winter. They’d
just employed an enthusiastic new mechanic
from Slovenia and they tasked him with giving
me a “5-star relief system”. The guy was
buzzing with innovative ideas (and schnapps,
I suspect!) and he didn’t disappoint! I am
now the proud owner of a cockpit that is the
envy of pilots throughout the UK, making inflight relief problems a thing of the past.
Of course, I had to convert the fuel tank into
a cistern to hold the water, but that doesn’t
really matter as I also had to remove the
engine to compensate for the extra weight of
the porcelain. (Good job I never used the
engine really!) For the safety conscious,
you’ll be pleased to note that the seat pan
rests firmly on Confor cushions, so there is no
additional danger in a heavy landing, (other
than splash-back, obviously!) Of course, I
ended up spending rather more than a penny,
but it’ll be worth it, I’m sure!
- Ed.
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...and may your thermals
be strong and plentiful in 2020!

Editor’s Endbit
And so ends another newsletter and another year! As usual, a big thank you to the people who took
the time and effort to contribute and make this edition such a success. If you didn’t write in for this
issue, please make sure you send something next time. We need your contributions! The deadline
date for the next newsletter will be Sunday, 8th March and I look forward to hearing from you. As
always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your stuff at any time and I’ll keep it safe until
the next deadline. Please send all copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com Keep Flying and Stay Happy!
Keith Clarke - Editor

