March 2014

Bob’s Bit!

Hi everyone! It’s March newsletter time and the weather is beginning to improve slowly.
In a few weeks, with two or three dry days, the grass will start growing and the field will
be usable again. Even last week, despite the amount of rain we have had, some parts of
the field were usable.
As you all know, we need some more members, so if you have any friends or contacts who
are interested in learning to fly, bring them along so the club can start buzzing again. If
you see any visitors around the site, talk to them and help them in any way you can.
Don’t leave it all to the duty BI instructor. If you see new members standing around, don’t
just think they are being idle, they are probably nervous about getting involved, especially
if no one has explained to them what needs doing and how they can help.
We have a Green Card, which is used to monitor new members’ training, but it has fallen
into disuse due to the fact that some of the senior members running the system have left
the club for various reasons. So if you feel that you can help, please let us know and we
will put a PowerPoint lecture together to make sure everybody is singing from the same
hymn sheet.
Phil has asked for help in refurbishing DSU’s trailer, but after
assessing it, it has been condemned and we are currently
looking for a replacement. ELN’s trailer however is still
recoverable, but will need refurbishing, so any help here
will be gratefully received. There will be more work
required on the open trailers, so don’t feel left out.
There is plenty of work to go round!
When the weather improves, the hangar roof is being
replaced, so we will have to move the gliders into
trailers or the workshop if there is room and rig when we
fly. Hopefully the job will only take a week, so not too
much disruption.
See you soon at the club and here’s to a good 2014
season!
Bob Pettifer - Chairman

The AGM

The Annual General Meeting of Bowland Forest Gliding Club Ltd
will be held on Thursday 3rd April at 8.00 pm
in the Canberra Club, Samlesbury.
We need your input and your votes on matters important
to the future of the club.
Please attend if you can.
Please note that in the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are now active and can be clicked - Ed

2

Wednesday Evening Flying
Well, it has been 1 year and 8 months since I joined the club and I have to say that overall
it has been an excellent experience, having gone solo and been cleared to drive the winch
after what seemed like a very slow start due to the weather conditions. One of the reasons
I find myself at my current level, I would say, was due to never missing an opportunity to
fly on a Wednesday evening. A big thank you to Ged Terry for all his help and
encouragement.
I am looking forward to the forthcoming Wednesdays with Ged, who once again has
volunteered to be the duty instructor for those of us willing to make the effort. Because of
this, I have now offered my services to help organize the Wednesday evenings by
contacting anybody who wishes to fly. I will hopefully be getting all the contact details of
those who attended the evenings last year from Phil Punt who, due to other commitments is
unable to continue with the task. So if you are stuck on a task, or frustrated with any aspect
of your flying, if you haven't gone solo yet or just want another opportunity to fly, then get
yourself on the Wednesday list.
I am taking names of those who are interested now, ready for the start, which is the first
Wednesday in May. We need a full crew in order for it to work. You will be contacted by
text each Wednesday morning, asking if you intend to turn up. If you are not sure, but
hope to be there, just confirm as soon as you can later that day. If you can tell me what
time you might arrive, that helps. Don't forget that on most of the Wednesdays when flying
is possible, all the kit is already out, just waiting for us to come along and take over from
those who have been flying during the day. Mid-afternoon, I will text you again to say if the
evening is on or has been cancelled due to deteriorating weather, (or even lack of interest,
but that will never happen will it!) If you would like to be added to the Wednesday list,
email me at softpriced@gmail.com with your details - don't forget your mobile number or you can text me on 07855 302 235.
Another opportunity to help and possibly fly FREE would be to help on a visitor evening. If
you’re willing to help this year, let me know and I will make sure you get the messages
asking you to help if possible. Or, you might even organise your own evening for friends
and family. It all helps the club!
I want your help with ideas
for events at the club,
either social for the
members, or any ideas that
you may think will bring in
an income for the club, or
perhaps a flying event that
will get people to the club.
I'm sure you get the idea.
In order to keep costs low
for all members, I am
willing to try to improve
things any way I can and if
anybody is willing to help
me do this, please get in
touch and let’s see what we
can do. Ring me or email
on the contact details
above.
- Tony Platt
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CFI’s Notes
Fortunately, we have escaped relatively unscathed from the winter storms compared to the
southerners; a few slates replaced here and there, but other than that, not a lot to keep us
from flying when the opportunities present themselves.
Bob and I recently attended a meeting on the wrong side of the Pennines, run by the BGA, to
update us on the dreaded EASA Part FCL and ATO matters, details of which were included in
the last Instructor Meeting minutes. Having studied the syllabus for the LAPL (S) in great
depth, we are now fully covered on our card system, having only made a couple of minor
amendments to the basic and pre-solo ones.
Those members who have already applied for their licence have forwarded a copy to me and
show that the system is working and relatively straightforward, once you get to grips with it.
A word of warning in regard to the medical side of things. Please ensure all the dates on it are
correct. We’ve had instances of start and expiry dates being completely nonsensical, for
example an expiry date of 1851! Now, I know several things happened that year, including the
opening of the Great Exhibition, but anything to do with flying was still a distant dream.
In addition to our existing excellent training system and as a result of the members’
questionnaire that I put out last year, we are introducing a “Soaring and Cross Country”
syllabus. This will be aimed at post solo pilots wishing to progress further with their flying,
based on a level up to and including the Silver Badge. It will consist of 3 lectures covering
Flight Planning, Navigation, Badge Claim Knowledge, Met Forecasting, Thermal Centring
Techniques and Field Selection. These will be backed up with practical flying from mini-tasks to
more adventurous cross country flights. We will also be introducing post Silver Badge training
later in the year, run by Pete Desmond, which will concentrate on attempting 100 – 300km
and beyond flights. The dates for the lectures will be announced in due course, so watch out
for them as they are released, but the ultimate aim of all this effort is to encourage more
adventurous flying, rather than just pottering up and down the West Bowl - and as an added
bonus, there are no exams to sit!
To help attain these goals, the club has improved the equipment available to members with
the purchase of a moving map product called GliderGuider and a couple of new loggers to
complement the existing. One of the loggers will be permanently fixed in DSU, along with the
moving map, although this will be removable to enable training in the K21, for example. The
remaining stock of loggers will be mobile and can be used in any of the club aircraft for a
variety of badge claims, but be warned, not all are suitable for some badges, so if you have
any doubt, then talk to an OO. Which brings me nicely on to the fact that at a recent
presentation given by the DCFI Ian Ashton, we not only refreshed some of our existing Official
Observers but also grew a few more, a full list of whom will be made available to everyone
shortly.
Phil Punt - CFI
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The Safety Bit
The passage of the seasons can be judged by
the stuff that Safety Officers write in club
magazines. In fact, having said that, I’m sure
I really don’t need to say anything else. Still,
with our “publish and be damned” editor on
my back, I won’t get away with just that.
So here goes.
We are all aware that, to a greater or lesser
extent, we are rusty and until we get back up
to speed we need to widen our margins. If in
doubt take a ride with an instructor and
hopefully that will also get the general flying
test completed. We are all sensible enough to
know that at this time of the year we need to
be extra vigilant. This doesn’t just apply to
our flying, but to related ground activities as
well. On the first winch duty for x weeks a cable might hang up, requiring the use of the
guillotine. A million to one chance, but ...!
O.K. that should do it! Let’s put the kettle on.
Seriously though, we can never be complacent and at this time of the year, extra caution and
extra care are required. Not forgetting any of that, nothing is screaming at me to be written,
so the rest is a collection of some (random) thoughts.
Something I saw on one of the Winter Olympic Games programmes seems relevant to us at
this time of the year. From the body language of competitors waiting to start an event, it was
evident that they were doing some mental rehearsing (mental imagery). If it was good enough
for them, then why not us and particularly now? Take the launch failure. We all know the first
part of the required response. If we are high enough not to dive the glider into the ground,
we lower the nose to the appropriate recovery attitude and wait until the ASI registers our preselected approach speed. It is inconceivable that a pilot wouldn’t know this by heart, but
people do get it wrong. This despite all the time devoted to training for this eventuality, but
there is a limit to how much of this can be done. Might mental rehearsal be an additional way
of embedding the required behaviour patterns into our brains? I’m not a sport psychologist, so
please challenge me on this if you know more about it than I do. (Not difficult!) One of the
functions of the “E” of our pre-take-off checks is to act in this way, but it won’t serve that
function if we just unthinkingly regurgitate the correct patter. It has to be an active mental
process, (“brain turned on”). In addition, doing this a number of times sitting at home without
any distractions, would seem to be a good idea.
The next bit is different. Can we meaningfully mentally visualise the cues we use to make the
decision whether to go straight ahead or turn? I don’t know, but it seems that some people
who get this bit wrong do not even make a decision, but unthinkingly carry out an activity
which, under the circumstances, is incorrect (e.g turning at a height at which they should have
gone ahead), perhaps because that is what they have become used to in previous annual
checks. A mental rehearsal visualising the situation and “I’ve got 50 knots on the ASI (or
whatever speed is appropriate), now I make the decision whether to etc.etc.” might increase
the likelihood that at least a decision will be made when we are doing it for real.
While we’re on the topic of launch failures, we are told always to expect one. And so we should,
but, “CLUNK!” “ Ah-ah, that was the failure I was expecting” is not enough. Quiet ones do
happen and our ASI will be the first to tell us. I have sometimes thought that the person in the
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front is spending too much time looking around once established in the climb. If a silent failure
occurs the airspeed decays very rapidly. Once established in the climb the ASI is our best
friend.
One of the things we need to guard against when we are rusty is deterioration in our look-out.
If we have less spare mental capacity, it is likely to be one of the first things to suffer. Also,
while we must never think, “I’m the only glider airborne”, or, “ Ah, there’s the other glider, so
I’m alright”, perhaps lonely winter flying may condition us to think in that way.
There are couple of changes coming in the safety arena. The BGA has adopted a formal Safety
Management System and the club is producing one for ourselves. We will see little change on
the ground, because we have always put a lot of thought into safety and how we manage it.
However, writing down how we do it is no bad thing. It gives a chance to take a fresh look. We
are also to become an Authorised Training Organisation (ATO) and this will involve inspections
by the BGA and CAA at some time.
Something we have managed successfully in the past has been the acceptance of a safety
culture within the club membership. An essential feature of this is that we all take
responsibility for the safety of each other. If we see something we are unhappy about, we do
something. Mark, (always logged as Mark2Johnson by our computer - I don’t know what Mark
1 was like!) provided a recent example. He is unhappy about the way some people position
themselves when acting as Launch Marshals. This bit is the result. The diagram shows the
correct way, and what Mark felt often didn’t happen. The Launch Marshal, having checked all
around, signals with his/her back to the winch, being able to see the glider and its pilot, the
airspace behind it and able to be seen by the signaller in the DP van. As the glider starts to
move, he or she turns to keep it in view. (There was more on the Launch Marshal’s job in the
last newsletter).

DP Van

Full marks to Mark. If his computer wasn’t on the blink he could have emailed his concerns to
safety@bfgc.co.uk. Please do use this if you have any safety concerns/thoughts/ideas etc.
The flow of information is an essential part of any Safety Management System and was
something we have been good at, even before we used the term. The email address provides
another route. If the message is “The Safety Officer is an idiot!” you can even send it
anonymously.
Any comments will be gratefully received and shared.
Trevor Tutthill - Safety Officer

Happy flying!
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Duty Rosters
In the last edition, Carol asked me to publish the Duty Rosters because she was having
problems with the club website. The club site is working at the moment, but who knows
how long for? - or whether it will be working when you need to refer to it, so I’ve decided
to publish the Rosters from now until the next Newsletter, so that you will always be able
to look up when you are on Duty and no one will have an excuse for not turning up when
needed. Don’t forget to update your diaries! - Ed.
Day
Day
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

Date
Date
08/03/2014
08/03/2014
09/03/2014
09/03/2014
15/03/2014
15/03/2014
16/03/2014
16/03/2014
22/03/2014
22/03/2014
23/03/2014
23/03/2014
29/03/2014
29/03/2014
30/03/2014
30/03/2014
05/04/2014
05/04/2014
06/04/2014
06/04/2014
12/04/2014
12/04/2014
13/04/2014
13/04/2014
19/04/2014
19/04/2014
20/04/2014
20/04/2014
26/04/2014
26/04/2014
27/04/2014
27/04/2014
03/05/2014
03/05/2014
04/05/2014
04/05/2014
10/05/2014
10/05/2014
11/05/2014
11/05/2014
17/05/2014
17/05/2014
18/05/2014
18/05/2014
24/05/2014
24/05/2014
25/05/2014
25/05/2014
31/05/2014
31/05/2014
01/06/2014
01/06/2014

AM/PM
AM/PM Instructor
Instructor
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM
AM
PM

Ian Ashton
Ian Ashton
Bob Pettifer
Bob Pettifer
Nigel Dickenson
Nigel Dickenson
Paul Kamp
Paul Kamp
Trevor Tutthill
Trevor Tutthill
Bob Pettifer
Bob Pettifer
Reg Wooller
Reg Wooller
Paul Myers
Geoff Guttery
Jeff Davies
David Gethin
Phil Punt
Ged Terry
Ian Ashton
Paul Kamp
Bob Pettifer
Nigel Dickenson
Trevor Tutthill
Nigel Barnard
Paul Myers
Geoff Guttery
Pete Desmond
Jeff Davies
Bob Pettifer
Phil Punt
Ian Ashton
Reg Wooller
Nigel Barnard
Ged Terry
David Gethin
Geoff Guttery
Bob Pettifer
Nigel Dickenson
Jeff Davies
Paul Myers
Phil Punt
Paul Kamp
Ian Ashton
Nigel Barnard
Pete Desmond
Bob Pettifer
Trevor Tutthill
David Gethin
Paul Myers
Ged Terry

Team
PilotPilot
Team Duty Duty
5B
5B
8B
8B
7A
7A
2A
2A
7B
7B
2B
2B
1A
1A
4A
4B
1A
1B
6A
6B
3B
5A
2A
2B
5B
7A
4A
4B
7B
1A
6A
6B
1B
3B
8A
8B
7A
5A
2B
2A
5B
7B
4A
4B
1A
3b
6B
6A
1B
5A
8A
8B

Mark Johnson
Mark Johnson
James Gerrie
James Gerrie
Mike Blocksidge
Mike Blocksidge
Keith Clarke
Keith Clarke
Peter Whitehead
Peter Whitehead
Mike Unsworth
Mike Unsworth
Laura Maksymowicz
Laura Maksymowicz
Tony Stansfield
Simon Rishton
Laura Maksymowicz
Roger Shackleton
Nigel Harrison
Yvonne Stott
Geoff Bailey
Graham Rendell
Keith Clarke
Mike Unsworth
Mark Johnson
Mike Blocksidge
Tony Stansfield
Simon Rishton
Peter Whitehead
Laura Maksymowicz
Nigel Harrison
Yvonne Stott
Roger Shackleton
Geoff Bailey
Neal Morgan
James Gerrie
Mike Blocksidge
Graham Rendell
Mike Unsworth
Keith Clarke
Mark Johnson
Peter Whitehead
Tony Stansfield
Simon Rishton
Laura Maksymowicz
Geoff Bailey
Yvonne Stott
Nigel Harrison
Roger Shackleton
Graham Rendell
Neal Morgan
James Gerrie

DutyDuty
Pilot
Pilot
John Richardson
John Richardson
Malcolm Baldwin
Malcolm Baldwin
Dean Eden
Dean Eden
Peter Batterby
Peter Batterby
John Hough
John Hough
Caroline Weston
Caroline Weston
Frank Gill
Frank Gill
Carol McLay
Ron Graham
Frank Gill
Tony Perry
Tony Platt
Geoff Whittaker
Jason Greenwood
Bruce High
Peter Batterby
Caroline Weston
John Richardson
Dean Eden
Carol McLay
Ron Graham
John Hough
Frank Gill
Tony Platt
Geoff Whittaker
Tony Perry
Jason Greenwood
John Knowles
Malcolm Baldwin
Dean Eden
Bruce High
Caroline Weston
Peter Batterby
John Richardson
John Hough
Carol McLay
Ron Graham
Frank Gill
Jason Greenwood
Geoff Whittaker
Tony Platt
Tony Perry
Bruce High
John Knowles
Malcolm Baldwin

Ab-Initio
Ab Initio
Tracy Ashton
Tracy Ashton

Norman Cox
Stephen Gronow
Tracy Ashton

Norman Cox
Stephen Gronow
Tracy Ashton

Tracy Ashton
Stephen Gronow
Norman Cox

Duty Duty
BI BI
Glyn Whittingham
Glyn Whittingham
Henry Stott
Henry Stott
John Harter
John Harter
Steve Nicholls
Steve Nicholls
Andy Spray
Andy Spray
Robin McVean
Robin McVean
Graeme Alexander
Graeme Alexander
Henry Stott
Henry Stott
Glyn Whittingham
Glyn Whittingham
Steve Nicholls
Steve Nicholls
John Harter
John Harter
Robin McVean
Robin McVean
Andy Spray
Andy Spray
Henry Stott
Henry Stott
Graeme Alexander
Graeme Alexander
Robin McVean
Robin McVean
Glyn Whittingham
Glyn Whittingham
Steve Nicholls
Steve Nicholls
John Harter
John Harter
Robin McVean
Robin McVean
Andy Spray
Andy Spray
Henry Stott
Henry Stott
Graeme Alexander
Graeme Alexander
Steve Nicholls
Steve Nicholls
Graeme Alexander
Graeme Alexander
Henry Stott
Henry Stott
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Scene from Above

A midsummer photo of the airfield in full swing and bathed in sunshine - I can’t wait!

A Sense of History

I thought these two pictures
would make an interesting
comparison with the one above.
They were taken in the early
1970’s, just as the club was
starting its move to Cock Hill
Farm and show just how much
work has gone into creating our
present airfield.

The picture above shows the extensive
landscaping that was needed to
remove ditches and hedges to make
our runways and in the photo on the
right, you can see the original farm
buildings before conversion, with the
proposed hangar marked out on the
ground.
They go to prove what a tremendous
debt we owe to those early members!
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A Polish Visitor

Any of you who were at the field on Sunday 24th November will remember an exuberant and very
keen visiting pilot from Poland, who found himself in the North West with some time on his hands
and somehow managed to make it to the club, without personal transport, to fly some circuits with
us. I recently received the following from him. (All links are active on the .pdf version) - Ed.

All the best for 2014 in new Year!
I hope that this year will bring us unforgettable
soaring moments. But before that, let me tell you that
at present, in January 2014 in Warsaw, it is minus 10
deg Centigrade and snow is outside the window. This
is why, with so much pleasure, I am coming back to
my short (too short) visit to Bowland Forest GC in
November last year. Short but so interesting for me.
How did it start?
On Saturday morning I landed in Manchester airport to
spend one week in Windermere for business training,
starting from the next Monday. I had two days free for
my own. What to do? At the Manchester airport I had
an idea that maybe there are some gliders around there. Maybe I can fly! After a few calls
guiding me to BFGC, on Sunday morning I met Trevor and all the team at the airfield. It was
freezing cold! I was not necessarily well prepared for it! Although it was bitterly cold, I
experienced a very warm welcome from the team, including hot tea and soup at the starting
point! I would like to express my thanks to all of you.
I had two short flights under careful Trevor supervision and I would like to come back to you
again this year.
Having this opportunity, I would like to give you some information about gliding places in
Poland. In each larger city there are gliding clubs (Aeroklub). Under Polish transformation,
when government’s funding has been very limited, they experienced a decrease in flight
operations and the ability to re-new their flying assets, but despite this, we have quite a few
very good places to experience thermal and mountain flights.
From this link you can find a map of polish gliding clubs http://www.aeroklubpolski.pl/dzialalnosc-lotnicza/lotniska2/
Below I will recommend you some of them where I have had the opportunity to fly.
Definitely worth visiting is at Leszno (http://www.cssleszno.eu). Here is located a Central
Gliding School with good infrastructure, very large airfield, very effective flight operations,
(which is not the case in every place) and what is the most important, usually very good
thermal conditions.
If you would like to experience mountain gliding, there are two places:
Mountain Zar (http://www.glidezar.com/)
and Bezmiechowa (http://aosbezmiechowa.republika.pl/). Both places are located in
picturesque mountains south of Poland and have good infrastructure.
Finally, if you are looking for extremes, near Bezmiechowa, just a few miles away, there is a
private mountain airfield operated by one of the well-known gliding enthusiasts Piotr Bobula,
where you can test your capabilities at how to land on a steep narrow mountain slope
(http://bobulandia.pl)
I am convinced that we will have a chance to meet once again this year. Either I will visit
you at GFGC or if you wish in Poland, where I cordially invite you, offering my help, or even,
if you would like to stay in Warsaw for a few days, please feel invited.
Piotr Darwaj

9

The Bag Lady
Is NOT Happy!
The bag lady has a BIG problem.
It involves plastic, glass, tins, used tea bags and sugar sachets.
They get mixed up.

are easily confused with

are easily confused with

As you can see, these are easily understandable errors, but surely only for pilots who might confuse

with

The bag lady has had to put her delicate, beautifully polished and manicured fingernails –
well, hands anyway – into said bins to re-assign articles for disposal. Dirty tins,
sometimes broken glass and unidentifiable gunk – need she say more?
Caroline Weston - The Bag Lady

I hope everyone will take Caroline’s message to heart and make an extra effort in
future to ensure that the club’s rubbish is properly disposed of in the correct recycling
bins. Caroline does an excellent job for us behind the scenes and deserves our full
support. - Ed.
Besides, who’d want to belong to a club where the members apparently can’t tell their

from their
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Incident Report!
Piper PA25 Pawnee - Portmoak 11/06/2013.
Uncertain of position post release. Tug pilot lost.
Tug and glider departed the airfield at 09:35 and the glider was released approx
15mins ( ! ) afterwards. The glider returned at 10:10. The tug had not returned
and could not be contacted on radio. Scottish centre advised and another aircraft
was dispatched to try to locate the tug. Scottish reported an unidentified aircraft
in the area and gave the location. The dispatched aircraft made visual contact
and the pair flew back to the airfield together. Scottish was advised of their safe
return. Strong haze had made navigation difficult.

Ged spotted the above incident report recently and sent it in to me. He suggested that the
tuggie should have followed the glider!
I passed his comment on to the CFI at Portmoak and they are carrying out experiments to
see if this would, in fact, be a solution for navigationally challenged tug pilots. The photo
below shows a Pawnee being brought in to land by one of their twin Astirs. According to
the locals, the idea has some merit, but they need to find a way to stop the tow rope
getting so badly twisted!

Poet’s Corner!
Bleak Outlook....
EASA’s developed a plot,
Whereby more sky is airway than not.
And their greatest joy,
Is when an air-minded boy
Goes messing about in a yacht.
- Dick Seed
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Events for this year!

Visitor Evenings
Visitor evening slots, (Tuesday and Thursday), need filling as soon as possible, particularly
the early ones in May and June so that dates don’t get wasted. If you want an evening for
your own group of family, friends or work colleagues, please get in touch with Pete
Desmond to sort.
If you can help out in any way then let Pete know. It is of enormous benefit in keeping
members’ costs down and depending on how busy each evening is, we often get to give
helpers a free flight too.
Evening Flying
Wednesday and Friday evening flying will continue as in the past, starting the first week of
May. If you are intending to come along, then can you contact me soonest to let me know
which day/s you are likely to come.
Club weeks
Dates of these have already been published and are on the planner in the club room. The
week commencing 25th August will be run as a “task” week - all for fun of course - with
some prizes - “Hurrah!” I hear you cry - and will be open to all abilities, so make a note in
your diary and talk to the weather Gods to ensure we have fabulous fair weather Cu and
5000’ bases. OK, OK, I can dream ...
Myerscough College Open Day
This year it’s on Sunday, June 8th. If you fancy meeting the public and promoting our
wonderful sport, then again, let me know and I’ll give you more details. Everyone who has
helped in the past says it’s a great day and will gladly do it again, even when it rains!
A & B Leagues
Don’t forget to add your name to the league sheets in the lecture room when you achieve
something. The A league is for cross country, (there should be loads of these this year!)
whilst the B league is for everything and anything up to and including Silver, which is
exactly what you get in the form of a shiny cup if you win. So come on, grab your bit of
fame when you can.
2014 is going to be a great year!
Come and get your fix as often as you can - Phil Punt CFI

BFGC in Wartime

Oops!

Wartime rations had done wonders for Pilot Officer
Smythe’s diet and he’d already lost 3 stone ...

At this rate, I may be
able to fly ETH within a
year or two!

Harry threw his hands up in disgust when he
realised that cracking an egg into the radiator
hadn’t done the trick after all!
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Bob’s ARC!
I’ll admit, I haven’t seen
much of Bob over the
winter and whenever I
went to the club, he
seemed to be spending an
awful lot of time secreted
way in a corner of the
workshop. When I asked
him what he was up to,
he kept saying, “I’m
working on my ARC - Just
working on my ARC”.
This went on for months!
I mean, just how long can
it take to ARC and annual
a Ka8! (Even if it is the
most luxurious Ka8 in the
western hemisphere.)
However, the other
morning I turned up at
the club unexpectedly and
all was made clear. It
turns out that it wasn’t an
ARC that Bob was working
on, but an Ark!! - Or to
give it its proper title, an “Amphibious, All-weather, All-terrain, Post-climate-warming DP Van”.
I took this photo of the vehicle when it was parked up in the bog beside Runway 30 and Bob
kindly agreed to pose in the prow, even though it was early morning and he was still in his
dressing gown. The wheels are below the water line, but will be brought into use if it ever
stops raining and in the meantime, the DP van can now be sailed across the airfield to the
launch point however deep the surface water.
All he needs to do now is fit the lights and radio, (and get rid of the ruddy animals of course!)
I’m afraid Colin Hankinson is up to his old tricks again, moonlighting for Blackpool Zoo over
the winter and he couldn’t resist an opportunity like this, but he promises the beasts will be
back in their enclosures just as soon as the Zoo gets the heating fixed.
Apparently, a number of clubs down South have already expressed an interest in Bob’s design
and he has temporarily sent it away to Devon and Somerset GC for trials pending massproduction, so we’ll have to put up with our land-based DP Van for a bit longer. We wish Bob
every success with his new venture.

Editor’s Endbit
So, that was the March edition of the BFGC newsletter! I hope you enjoyed reading it. As usual, a
big thank you to all the contributors for their articles. If you haven’t contributed to this issue,
please start writing, so you can share your memories and experiences with us next time. The
deadline date for the next issue will be Sunday 1st June and I look forward to hearing from you.
As always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your contributions at any time and I’ll keep
them safe until the next deadline. Please send all copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com
I’m looking forward to the next issue already!
Keith Clarke - Editor

