March 2017

CFI’s Bit!

Depression, frustration, and lack of currency!
As I write this article, another series of Atlantic depressions is queuing up to unleash total
misery, yet again, on an entire weekend’s worth of hopes and dreams.
From a terrible summer, we moved into an awful, wet and prolonged winter. I am beginning
to think that the misery is never going to end. Groundhog Day every single weekend!
This terrible weather brings lots of less obvious problems. Everyone gets more and more
frustrated and desperate to fly. Coupled with a lack of currency, it’s a serious situation that
starts to develop. It is at times like these that we must all concentrate that bit more on
whatever we are doing whilst at the club. This is a time when people start to make very silly
mistakes. This is accident territory and it can happen to anyone, at any time.
Take time to think about what you are doing and stay alert. Help to protect others by keeping
an eye on activities. Don’t just chat at the launch-point, oblivious to what’s going on. We
must all work as a team. Remember, if anyone sees something they are unhappy with, they
must do something about it.
If it involves launching, shout “STOP” if you are unhappy about anything at all.
Please also remember that many instructors are not as current as they would be at other
times of the season. If they take over, it’s because they are unhappy with a situation. Don’t
go away “muttering” that you were “just about to do xyz”. Maybe you were, but you have left
it too late if you are at the “comfort” limits of your instructor. Of course, in the landing phase,
there is not much margin between allowing you to “get it wrong”, an instructor “late take
over” and a crash, or heavy landing. It’s a very fine line and at times of less currency, all
instructors’ margins will increase.
It is better for an instructor to take over early, than to spend time in hospital with a bad back
following a heavy landing.
Operating off the track
Operating off the track requires a “slick” operation, but please keep gliders off the track until
time to launch if there is another one airborne. I do not want overflying of another already on
the track unless absolutely necessary. If a glider is having to land and another is on the track
waiting to take off, move it immediately.
If its soarable, (unlikely I know) then use the radio to plan the best time to land. This will
usually be when another has taken off. As always, if you have to, all of the field is available.
We will come and dig you out of the mud at some stage.
Ian Ashton - CFI

N.B. In the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are active and can be clicked through - Ed
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I was recently asked to be the “guest speaker” at a
club night for members of the Bay Flying Club. This is a
group of microlight pilots, flying out of a site just south
of Cockerham. I saw this as a great opportunity to mix
with fellow aviators and offer a bit more info about
gliding in general, our operation and our history.
From a safety point of view, I took along with me a
length of winch cable and at the appropriate time in my
presentation produced it. I don’t think any members of
the Bay flying club will be flying overhead our site. The
analogy I used
was that of a
thick cheese
slice travelling at 70mph up to 3,000ft above site!
They seemed a really knowledgeable and friendly
bunch, and many were keen to learn more about
gliding. It was great to receive so many questions
during the presentation and afterwards.
I think it was a great night and beneficial to both
parties. There is now interest in them booking a
visitor night and flying with us.
Microlight trial lessons can be booked with Attitude
Airsports E: info@attitudeairsports.co.uk
Ian Ashton - CFI

Visitors
There have been a number of changes this year to the rules governing visitor
flights. As anyone might be in the office when an enquiry comes through on
the phone, it seemed a good idea to summarise and clarify the current rules,
so that we are all “singing from the same hymn sheet”.
- Voucher flights and trial flights now cost £60. Group evening flights cost £45
per head. Both come with 3 months temporary membership. The cost is
refunded if the visitor decides to join as a full member.
- Voucher Flights can be booked for Saturdays, Sundays and some Thursday
evenings only. Group bookings can be made for Tuesday or (some) Thursday
evenings.
- Vouchers are ordered via the Club website and flight slots are booked via
Graham Rendell. (Contact details in the office). Vouchers are valid for 12
months.
- Visitors arriving on spec, (Saturdays and Sundays only), can only fly with the
permission of the Duty Instructor and they will have to wait their turn on the
flying list.
- Member Vouchers can be purchased by members at a discounted price by
contacting Graham.
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Instructor Notes
Practice launch failures/Annual checks
Whether or not these can be carried out is up to the duty instructor and this will probably be
determined by the state of the field or the wind direction.
Whilst on the subject of launch failures, I have been aware for a very very long time that
some members specifically “seek out” instructors known for giving “easy” simulated failures.
Let me be quite clear. Real cable breaks happen, that’s why we practise them.
If you deal with a real one incorrectly, it could cost you your life.
Just before Christmas at another club, a very experienced glider pilot lost his life following a
real launch failure at approximately 250ft. Instead of going ahead, he turned and spun in.
The annual checks are in place to keep an eye on standards, refresh, try to catch bad habits
early and yes, test your abilities to deal with issues that may occur.
It is better to have difficult and realistic simulated launch failures and maybe get them wrong,
but eventually learn and benefit, than to have an “easy pass” that proves nothing.
Not all “real” launch failures will be easy.
I would like to offer you a quote from Commander Chris Hatfield, ISS Astronaut. “Nothing
boosts confidence quite like simulating a disaster, engaging with it fully, both physically and
intellectually and realising you have the ability to work the problem. Each time you manage
to do that, your comfort zone expands a little, so if you ever face that same problem in real
life, you're able to think clearly.”
Food for thought?
Regarding launch failures and “Land ahead if you can”, the BGA have recently published an
article that our CSO sent out to everyone. You should all have read it and if you haven’t
shown any interest in doing so, or safety in general, may I suggest an alternative hobby, as
gliding is not for you.
(Copies are also on the noticeboard and on the Club website Safety Page)
Winter briefing
We will be running a mandatory winter briefing/refresher soon, probably commencing late
March/early April. Details and dates will be published soon. This should not be seen as an “I
will attend and fall asleep at the back, just to tick the box”, but as an opportunity to refresh
on things we already do and should know, as well as maybe learn a few new things. This will
be particularly beneficial after a long winter.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Comme un Oiseau!
I just gave myself an adventure! Last autumn, I was idly flicking through an old copy of
Sailplane and Gliding, when I came across an advert for an Alpine Soaring course at the
Centre National de Vol à Voile at St-Auban in the southern French Alps.
As an ex French teacher and gliding fanatic,
(yes, I’ll admit it!), the advert immediately
appealed to me on many levels. We’ve all
seen YouTube videos of sailplanes skimming
over snow-capped peaks in crystal clear air
and I’ve always dreamed of doing the same,
but never really thought I would. Also, I
reluctantly left the study of French behind me,
some thirty years ago when my hearing
started to become suspect, but I like nothing
better than an opportunity to get my
conversational French back up to speed. I visit
France most years for a holiday and I’ve often
wondered about linking this with a flying trip.
The modern administration building at St-Auban aérodrome.
I’ve been put off in the past by French
reluctance to accept BGA accreditation, which made things complicated, however, I now fly
under an EASA SPL licence, so the problem has been removed. When I saw the advert, I
realised I could actually do this. What’s more, if I didn’t do it now, I might never get another
chance. So, acting on impulse, I fired off an e-mail to the Centre 10 minutes later, just to see
if they still had a place left on their course. And they had!
As the time came closer, I realised I’d set myself quite a learning curve! The CNVV assured
me they had people capable of speaking English, but that really wasn’t the point. If I was
going to fly in France, I wanted to fly in French! Of course, 30 years ago, when I taught
French, I had nothing to do with gliding, so I knew none of the necessary vocabulary or
expressions. I had to give myself a crash course,
reading French gliding publications online and
researching wherever I could. Once I started, the
job grew and grew. You’d be astonished at how
much jargon and specialised vocabulary is
involved in flying a glider and it never occurred to
me that I’d one day need to be able to discuss
aircraft parts, lift, yaw, glide ratios, holding off for
drift, flap settings, tail dollies etc. etc. The more I
learned, the more I found I needed to know!
Then I realised there was another problem. I am
a trained linguist and although the learning was
intense, I didn’t find it too hard to retain all these
The central meeting area inside the building.
new expressions. However, I have a bit of a black
spot when it comes to “sums” and I’m not particularly good at doing mental arithmetic while
multi-tasking. So, I feared that the instrument panel might cause me some woe! With the
ASI in kph, the Altimeter in metres and the Vario in metres per second, I wondered if I’d need
to have a calculator with me! And of course, I’d have to perform these verbal and
mathematical gymnastics whilst also undergoing a type conversion on an unfamiliar sailplane,
as the CNVV don’t fly K13s or K21s! It was too late now though! The deposit was paid and
the air tickets bought, so I hunkered down and boned up on it all as best I could while waiting
for the holiday to come round.
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I flew to Nice in mid March and hired a car
from the airport to drive the 3 hours up to the
aérodrome at Château-Arnoux-St-Auban. That
Sunday morning, Nice was just like you’d
expect Nice to be in spring - hot and sunny.
(Did I remember to put suntan lotion in the
case? – There was sleet when I left
Manchester!) But as I drove up into the
mountains, the cloud descended and a cold
rain set in. I finally arrived at a wind-swept,
wet airfield to find the key for my room on a
hook at reception and a note saying the staff
would be delighted to welcome me on Monday
Taking off to the north.
morning. My room was freezing when I went
in, as the heating had been switched off by the previous occupant and I discovered that
although I had an en-suite WC and shower, there was no hot water! Doubts crept in!
The weather was no better on Monday morning, but my room had soon warmed up with the
radiators back on. A continental breakfast with plenty of good fresh coffee had been served in
the residential block and the warmth of the greeting by the reception staff, (with profuse
apologies about the hot water and assurances that it would be fixed immediately,) soon
eased my concerns.
The week started with a combined Welcome Briefing and Met Briefing in the modern and wellappointed administrative building. The CNVV is a busy centre. The French Air Force keeps a
sizeable gliding fleet there and use it for training while the Centre itself runs multiple courses
on Instructing, Alpine Flying, Aerobatics etc. In addition, the French national gliding team is
based there for its training. In all, there must have been around 50 people in the lecture
theatre that morning and throughout the week for the daily Met briefings.
That first session took just over an hour, as the lecturer fired off PowerPoint slides and rattled
through a host of procedural matters from local airspace to circuit patterns and from required
downwind calls to daily timetables, (all in French of course!) I frantically tried to keep up and
take notes! My head was exploding by the end! The day’s flying was then officially scrubbed,
due to the weather and a series of lectures and meetings with instructors was announced. I
have to admit that, at that point, I was wondering if I’d made a big mistake!
From then on, thankfully, things improved. I was given a printed leaflet containing most of
the information I’d been struggling to note down and I was paired with my team-mate for the
week, a charming, friendly and very helpful Frenchman from Paris, called Didier, who was
also there for his first visit. We went off to chat with our allocated instructor and were able to
ask all the questions we wanted, filling in the gaps on anything we were unsure of. For
others who may consider this
in future, the Instructors are
more than capable of holding
these chats and of
instructing in English, but I
had made a decision that I
was going to do this in
French and doggedly stuck
to it. We discussed our flying
experience and Didier and I
were delighted when our
instructor decided that, as
we were both familiar with
flapped aircraft, he would
Lined up, ready to fly and abandoned - Must be lunchtime!
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allocate us an Arcus for the week for our
sole use! Wow! Never in my wildest
dreams! …
From then on, things got better and
better as the weather finally brightened
and stayed that way and Didier and I
slipped into the very pleasant daily
routines of life at St-Auban.
The St-Auban Day
The day started with hot coffee and
freshly baked French bread, served in the
residence building, followed by leisurely
preparations for the Met briefing at 9:45.
After the briefing, we met with our
Sun on the wings!
instructor for a de-brief of the previous
day’s flights and a discussion about what he hoped to achieve that day.
Didier and I would then go off to the hangar to carry out the DI and pre-flight preparations
on the Arcus and get it towed up to the launch line. Once there, we put on the canopy cover
and promptly stopped for lunch! (11:30 to 1pm). There is a certain Gallic rhythm to flying in
France and apparently, whatever the weather and conditions, nothing must be allowed to get
in the way of appropriate and lengthy gastronomic pauses.
The restaurant at the Centre, “L’Aérodyne,” was excellent. Each lunchtime, they served a
choice of a ‘plat du jour’ or an extensive cold buffet, followed by dessert and coffee. In the
evenings, they offered beautifully prepared three course meals. In some ways, the day
centred around these mealtimes as much as it did the flying. The food was first class, as was
the company, and Didier and I became regulars, often joined by Stéphane, (a doctor, who
was there on an Aerobatics course). As we slowly worked our way through one delicious
course after another, (not to mention carafes of red wine in the evening once flying was over),
we chatted constantly, discussing everything under the sun, from flying to French literature
and from bent bananas to Brexit and put the world to rights on a daily basis. I came away
with so very many happy memories from these special times!
If I was taking the first flight after lunch, (Didier and I swapped over each day), I would then
make a quick dash to the residence block to dress appropriately, before setting off for the
launch point. It was very warm on the ground and suntan lotion was required, but early
experience had taught us that extra socks, long johns and at least one extra layer were well
worth putting on, with gloves and scarves in your pockets, because although the aerotow
might be a bit hot, once you were above the snow line and rising in wave, it can turn bitterly
cold very quickly and it’s too late then to go back for warmer clothes!
The flying lasted from 1pm to about 6:30 and
Didier and I would each get a flight, in turn, of 2
to 2½ hours. When the second pilot had landed
down, we returned the Arcus to its hangar, filled
in the documentation that is required by French
flying bureaucracy, (there’s a lot!) cleaned the
wings and canopy and put our baby to bed for the
night. We then only had about half an hour left to
shed our winter wear, clean up and meet once
again in the restaurant for dinner at 7:30pm.
Life was just a constant round of pleasure!

The Arcus, Didier, the tug and Montfort on the hill in the distance.

I’m normally a bit of a ‘night owl’, but whether it
was because of the altitude, speaking French all
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day, the physical effort of manhandling
the gliders, the intense concentration
when flying an unfamiliar dream
machine in marginal conditions over
dangerous terrain, or the red wine, I
don’t know, but I always felt very tired
after dinner and usually went straight
back to my room from the restaurant
to enjoy an early night. The bed was
very comfortable and I always went out
like a light, with a smile on my face.
The Arcus
It was a wonderful experience to fly a
shiny new Arcus for a week! The Arcus
Our beautiful Arcus - Alpha Fox.
is essentially a flapped Duo Discus with
a 20 metre wingspan, a 50:1 glide ratio and a top speed of around 150kts. The wings are
incredibly springy and look like they go on forever when you look along them out of the
canopy, especially when you’re soaring close to the rock beside a cliff face! I’ll admit, that at
first I was a little intimidated. It was a bit like bouncing across fields in a borrowed Rolls
Royce with the owner sat in the back, but very soon, with more familiarity, I grew to like it
immensely. It was a beautiful aircraft to fly.
The seating position was very comfortable, all the controls were easy to reach and use and
the visibility out of the canopy was excellent. (Which was great, because the views were
sensational!) It took me a little while to get used to the handling characteristics at first, but
by the end of the week, it felt like a second skin and had proved itself to be an excellent
machine, whether rising in wave in strong wind conditions or scratching for tiny puffs of
anabatic thermal off sun-facing slopes.
My concerns about the metric instruments diminished when I stopped trying to translate the
readings and just got used to what was normal for the conditions. 120 kph at 0 flaps to
travel through minor sink and if the sink increased, bump it up to 150 kph at -1. When you
find lift, go to 105–110kph at +1 and circle at 105kph at +2. The altimeter reading was
made more complicated by the fact that it was set to QNH, so you set off with 460 metres
already on the dial. However, as you were flying over mountains, your absolute altitude was
much less important than your height above terrain and you had to measure that by eye
anyway. Finally, the vario was a doddle, because although it was measuring in metres per
second, the angle of the dial was
exactly the same as if it had been
reading in knots, so I could
immediately see when a 2 down
turned into a 4 down, even if that’s
not what the instrument thought it
was telling me!

Rising above the crests.

The Flights
Over the course of the week, the
weather changed subtly and gave
us a good insight into the different
types of flying that could be
experienced locally. On the first
couple of days, strong north
westerly winds brought wave
conditions to the valley north of
Sisteron, so we aerotowed to local

8

hills and worked our way from
ridge to ridge until we were
able to contact this wave. I
flew second on the first day,
returning late and that was
when I learned about the need
to be dressed like an Eskimo,
whatever the temperature on
the ground!
On the third and fourth flying
days, the winds calmed and we
concentrated on following
ridges, peaks and cliffs to the
north east of the airfield and on
the final day, the winds went
most peculiar, with weak
The view to the north east along the wing.
northerly winds at altitude,
making the ridges difficult to use, while at the airfield, the valley wind was blowing from the
south!
Whatever the conditions, the flying was sublime and the views stunning. All the lessons
learned on Parlick, Cross Fell and Bishops stood me in good stead, but here, the effect was
hugely magnified. It was just an amazing experience to fly along the face of a 1,000 foot
limestone cliff for kilometre after kilometre, scaring nesting birds out of the crevices, with the
jagged rock face just feet from the wingtip. Then, having risen above the crest, you’d see
another higher ridge just behind to extend your flight and on you went until you’d find
yourself racing above snow-covered slopes, disturbing groups of chamois below you on one
side, while on the other, you’d have a view of what looked like half of southern France
spreading out into the distance. It was just spellbinding!
Of course, with all this beauty comes danger. The complex wind patterns caused by the
proximity and interrelationship of so many peaks and ridges can mean sometimes that the
slightest variation in wind direction or strength can have a major effect on the available lift
and if you advance to a ridge and find that it isn’t working, you can very soon find yourself in
trouble. If you lose a few hundred feet, the ridge you flew over on the way in may well have
become a wall blocking your way back and you need extensive knowledge of the local area to
fly back to safety again.
And that, I suppose, is the
thing about Alpine flying.
It’s not knowing how to fly
or how to ridge soar that
makes you an expert here,
it’s the hard-won intimate
knowledge of local
geography and conditions.
And that’s why you’re not
going to be flying solo here
for your first few visits at
least. One of the
instructors suggested two,
one-week visits a year for
five years would be good
preparation!
Looking back towards Sisteron from the north west.
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Personally, I was more than happy to have a resident expert in the seat behind me, keeping
me safe and allowing me to relax and enjoy the flying.
One of the most abiding memories I have of the week was the return from the mountains to
the airfield on my last flight. It was getting late on Saturday evening and the CNVV’s CFI
was in the back seat. The air had turned very stable and we were heading back into the sun,
following the course of a river valley all the way and making best use of the Arcus’ impressive
glide ratio. I was very used to the aircraft by then and felt calm and comfortable and very
much at home in the cockpit. Conditions hadn’t been ideal during the flight, due to weak
winds, but I had enjoyed soaring some very good ridges and the CFI had just told me, “Votre
pilotage est bon.” (Happy bunny!)
We floated towards the airfield, at peace with the world, enjoying the warm setting sun and
the beautiful view. On arrival, a quick check of the windsock showed that the valley wind
was still southerly, even though we’d been flying in northerlies all evening. It was the final
landing of the week and I’d grown familiar with what was coming up and felt confident about
what I was doing. I flew off to the “zone de perte d’altitude” to the south of the airfield and
used the airbrakes to descend to about 1,000 metres, (540 metres above the airfield). With
the wheel down I headed off onto the downwind leg, (flaps +2 and trim to 110-120 kph). As
we passed the ancient town of Montfort, perched on the top of the ridge by the airfield, I
gave the downwind call. (Big deep breath - Please don’t let me fluff this last one!) “Alpha Fox
en vent arrière pour le sud echo. Train sorti et verrouillé.” (Phew! Made it!) I followed a
square circuit “à la française” and then turned onto final approach. The flight ended with a
gentle touch down and an extended ground run, with the Arcus slowing to a stop right beside
the hangar door. It was a perfect finish to a perfect week!
- Keith Clarke

BFGC AGM Reminder
The Annual General Meeting of Bowland Forest Gliding Club Ltd
will be held on Thursday, 23rd March 2017 at 8.00pm at:
Preston Grasshoppers RFC
Lightfoot Green Lane
Fulwood
Preston
PR4 0AP
Please try to attend if you can, as we need your input on matters of importance to
the club. Please remember that only Life Members and Full Members who have paid
their subs for the year will be eligible to vote.
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Scene from Above

Flying near Wyresdale Lakes and Forton Services, looking towards Lancaster and the Bay.

Electronic Navigation
The BGA are very keen now on promoting
and encouraging the use of electronic
navigation in gliders. This is in order to
reduce the frequency of airspace incursions.
I will be running another “Electronic
Navigation Workshop” at the club on Friday
7th April at 7pm.
This is specifically for those with a
tablet/mobile phone with the Android
platform.
The software I recommend is “Top Hat
soaring” which can be downloaded free of charge from this website
http://www.tophatsoaring.org/Download.html
I have all of the latest files for airspace, BFGC turnpoints etc. and can upload to your device.
If anyone is unable to sort the software, I will be available from 6:30 pm on the evening
before the workshop commences.
This workshop is for anyone interested in understanding and using GPS navigation in gliders.
I may repeat it on an “ad-hoc” basis on non-flying days. (Of which there are many!)
All are welcome to attend, whatever your level of gliding experience.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Membership
Recent years have seen a flattening out of our membership intake. In 2010 we had 87 full
flying members. At the moment it, stands at 82, indicating a slight fall. Current national
figures, according to S & G, suggest that the current population of active glider pilots has
stabilised at around 7000. Average Club membership was 85 last year, so if we include the
junior members we had on our books at the end of last year, that adds up to 98 members,
which keeps us above the average.
So, at the moment we could be said to be holding our own, but is that good enough? Should
we be more proactive and doing our utmost to attract people and then keep them. Everybody
at the club can be involved in this activity. In fact everybody must be if we are to ensure we
don’t reduce in number to such an extent that the club becomes non-viable.
There are things that any club member can do and I’m sure these have been raised before,
probably several times, but I’m not going to apologise for raising them again.
Engage and involve new members, introduce yourself to them, be friendly and make them
feel welcome. Show them round our facilities – clubhouse, hangar and workshop. Explain
what happens, e.g. flying operations, field maintenance and where and how they can get
involved. You are part of the Club’s sales team at this point, so give it your best.
When we are operating from the bottom end on 30, we often get people watching from the
road. If you find yourself with nothing to do, e.g. if all the aircraft are airborne and somebody
has gone for the next set of cables, why not clamber across the stream, (being careful not to
fall in of course), and have a chat with them. They may not actually want to fly, but they may
not be aware that they can buy vouchers for somebody else. Take them a flyer and one of
the DVD’s. If you happen to leave early and go home that way, stop and have a chat. In fact
you might even be asked to give a jump start, as I once was.
I guess we all spend some time in waiting rooms and waiting areas of one sort or another
during our daily life. I’m thinking of places like the Health Centre, dentist, hairdresser, or
garage for example. It’s usually the case that there are magazines around for people to read.
I can’t recall seeing any gliding magazines around, so why
not take a copy of S&G or two. (I’m sure there are spare
copies at the Club) and some flyers with you next time and
leave them, with the business owner’s permission of course.
Another important area that we could maybe improve
concerns people having a number of flights, but then not
continuing. It would be very useful to be able to establish
when this has happened, or is about happen, so that we
could contact the individual and find out why they might
not wish to continue. If you are aware of anybody who
has stopped, or is planning to stop after only a short
flying experience, it would be useful to let the
membership secretary know, so that follow up action
could be taken. I ask this because it is difficult to judge
how long to wait before deciding that somebody has
left.
Work has been done by the French Gliding Association
that suggests it may take up to six visits to a club to
convert people to full membership. This must be a
generalisation since it is totally down to the
individual as to how long it takes. However our 12
weeks membership period gives people a reasonable
chance of achieving six visits and therefore gaining a
level of experience that helps them with the decision to

12
take up full membership. It would seem therefore that we should emphasise the 12 weeks’
membership element of the trial lesson package, stressing that a reasonable amount of
experience can be gained before committing to full membership.
In the end, getting and keeping members is in part down to the members and we need to
maximise our efforts for the future of the club. To use a quote (partly) from a previous
American President, “Consider not only what the club will do for you, but what you might do
for the club”
Pete Batterby - Membership Secretary

Dress for Flight!

My clothing consisted of two pairs heavy woollen hose, a pair of caribou socks, a pair of
moccasins reaching over the knees, one suit heavy underwear, a pair of khaki breeches, a
pair of heavy trousers of Hudson Bay duffle over that, a heavy shirt, a sweater, a marten skin
cap, goggles and over that a loose reindeer skin parka which had a hood on it with wolverine
skin around it. Wolverine skin is fine around the face because it does not frost. On my hands,
I wore a pair of light woollen gloves and heavy fur mitts over them. I could fly in forty below
weather in perfect comfort with this outfit and the engine heater.
I suggest that all mail pilots be supplied with reindeer skin parkas and large size moccasins. I
have worn the fur jumpers that are in use outside and it is my opinion that they are not to be
compared with parkas. This is the consensus of opinion among the old timers here, who have
tried everything to ward off the cold.
The parkas are knee length, they are very light and they pull over the neck so no wind can
blow in through the flaps. The following are the advantages of parkas:
(1.) Cost only forty dollars for a good one.
(2.) Light and roomy.
(3.) Have a hood which can be pulled over the head and tied so that only the eyes are
exposed. The fur around the hood is wolverine so it does not frost.
(4.) Can jump in and out of
plane as well with one on
as if you did not have it on.
(5.) In case of forced
landing, pilot could walk as
well with a parka on as off.
It is impossible to wear a
fur jumper as it is too
heavy for walking.
(6.) Greatest warmth for
weight.
The moccasins are
advantageous because they
are light, warm and
comfortable. As many pairs
of stockings as necessary
can be put on. The rudder
can be felt all the time,
thus giving better control.
Ben Eielson, air mail pilot,
Alaska, 1924

Many thanks to Ged for spotting this and sending it in. - Ed.
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A Message from the CSO
Hi all! I just thought I’d let you know what the Safety Committee has been up to in the
last couple of wet months.
I attended a Club Safety Officer Seminar in February, run by the BGA and since then
completed a Club Safety Review and submitted this to the BGA.
Keith and I have centralised the safety messages onto our new web Safety Page in the
Members area and your feedback is welcome. Thanks to Keith for his work in publishing
the safety pages so quickly. Also congratulations to Keith for publishing the last safety
briefing on Soaring on our website before the BGA. This was noticed at the Seminar and
proves we are communicating effectively.
I’ve removed lots of the posters from around the club which were only serving as
“wallpaper” and I will only publish and display on the safety noticeboard. The noticeboard
should reflect what we have on the website.
I am removing any out of date references and guides. Please email the safety mailbox or
notify me directly if you come across anything you are unsure of, or know to be inaccurate.
As promised in my original letter, the emphasis will be to continue to foster a collaborative
approach to our safety. This means that we, as a club, will all take responsibility, not just
the Safety Committee.
The presence of the Chairman, CFI, CSO, Instructors or the Duty Manager/Pilot does not
absolve us of the responsibility for safety and accident prevention. We are all empowered
to “STOP” the launch or activity if we feel the safety of a person, or equipment, is in
question.
BGA Safety Publications
Safety Website
The BGA safety webpages are at
https://members.gliding.co.uk/bgasafety-management/
BGA Website Information Library
The website library includes safety
documents and can be found at
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/
safety/
Remember, safety is no accident. Our
channels are simple. We have Duty
Instructors, Pilots, CFI and DCFI and
me as your Club Safety Officer, to
discuss any or all issues through a
verbal report or discussion, a
telephone call, a note into the office,
email to an individual and the Club
Safety mailbox safety@bfgc.co.uk
Richard Peake - CSO
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Words, Words, Words!
Few people at the Club would accuse me of linguistic pedantry, (mostly because they’d have
to look it up first!) and as Newsletter Editor and an ex-teacher, I happily run through the
copy for each issue, metaphorical red pen in hand, smoothing out the semantic
inconsistencies nestled within these (most welcome) articles; (removing a Cambridge
comma here, adding a semi-colon there and ‘i before e except after c-ing’ hither and yon).
There are some verbal misapprehensions that grate horribly however and I would dearly love
to be the one responsible for eradicating them from Club usage. One in particular makes me
shudder whenever I come across it (and I do!) as it offends me, both as a pilot and as a
French specialist. Most of you know this of course, but some evidently don’t, so, just to be
clear:

This is a

hangar
This is a

hanger
And this is a

hanger
in a

hangar
Thank you. I’m glad we’ve got that sorted! - Ed.
(Your friendly, neighbourhood linguistic pedant).
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Bits and Bobs!

Trophies
Well done to all of the winners of the various trophies. It’s great to see change and friendly
competition happening at Chipping. Good luck to all those competing this year. Remember,
don’t just go for a “bumble” around, bag some points!!!
Thanks to Phil Punt for continuing to manage the scoring of the various leagues. His efforts
are greatly appreciated.
X Country group
Some of our keener members have formed themselves into a small XC group. Many of these
are looking to complete their Bronze endorsement this year, with an obvious view to and
interest in, flying XC in the future. This is fantastic news. I fully endorse it and I and the
DCFI have offered to run briefings and lectures on various aspects of flying XC, especially
from BFGC.
Instead of “relying” on instructors to do all of the briefings and legwork for them, several of
the group are looking into various aspects of the necessary bits and pieces and will then brief
the other members. This is a good way to learn, re-learn or refresh what may have been
forgotten.
In line with the BGA’s emphasis on “electronic navigation”, its operation and usage, I will be
re-running the lecture on navigation software and the best personal devices to use.
Briefings and get-togethers will be notified prior where possible, or ad-hoc on non-flying days.
Club safety officer
Our CSO Richard Peake recently attended a “BGA Safety Gathering” at Pocklington. There
were representatives from lots of other clubs and many safety topics, trends and procedures
were discussed.
Richard has written a full report of the meeting and we are looking at the content in order to
determine if anything needs amending at BFGC, or what we can learn from others.
As always, please report any safety issues or concerns to Richard, the DCFI or myself asap.
Thanks very much to Richard for what he has done so far and for attending the meeting on
our behalf. On the subject of safety, the BFGC website “safety” section has been updated
and refreshed, (thanks Keith). On this page can be found a great deal of info. Instead of
logging into the club website to see “who has flown” and being annoyed at others having
“good flights”, why not visit the safety page and spend some time reading
the info. Visit https://www.bfgc.co.uk/safety.html
BI Instructor
Great news. We welcome Mike Desmond into the instructor fold, now
fully completed, and wish him well with his new responsibilities. With
regards to the recent completions, he joins Laura already carrying out BI
flights, (when the weather gods play fair!) I’m sure they will prove to be
great instructors and a massive asset to our club. Well done both!
We also welcome back Steve Nichols. Steve has successfully regained
his rating after a layoff and brings a wealth of experience back with
him. Fantastic news.
And finally
I cannot believe I am about to say this, but considering the awful
weather, long winter, the ridiculous number of days with Southerlies,
or various other barriers to a flying day, I am actually starting to
dream of “West Bowl Soaring!” It can’t be too far away now, can it?
Stay safe and stay as current as you can.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Lyme Disease!
At work last year, I noticed an increase in the number of people with tick bites and more
importantly, people developing the disease they can transmit –
Lyme disease.
Ticks are found anywhere with vegetation and animals. They are
not fussy. They will feed off the blood of small mammals, sheep
or pilots. (Obviously pilots will taste better)!
Until recently, Lyme disease was only prevalent in the south of
England, but has now spread throughout the UK. It starts with a
rash and flu-like symptoms and can be treated at this stage with
antibiotics, but if left undiagnosed and untreated, can cause long
term health problems, including joint, heart and neurological
disease. We have no idea what proportion of ticks carry the
bacteria which cause it.
So, if you find a tick – here’s what to do!
Remove it as soon as possible. Don’t
squeeze the body (or try to burn the
tick off) as this makes it regurgitate its
stomach contents into your skin and
increases the risk of infection. Remove
using tweezers, as close to the skin as
possible, as shown in the diagram. I
have put a tick remover in the main
First Aid box in the clubhouse.
Clean the area as for any small cut,
but KEEP AN EYE ON IT!
The rash develops within 3-30 days. It looks like a
bull’s eye and is not particularly sore or itchy. If
you see the rash or develop flu-like symptoms,
see your GP promptly and tell him/her you had a
tick bite.
More info www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Lyme-disease
Tracy Ashton

Quick Quotes!
If you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger, if you pull the stick back they
get smaller.
To go up, pull the stick back. To go down, pull the stick back harder.
It only takes two things to fly, airspeed and money.
A male pilot is a confused soul, who talks about women when he's flying and about
flying when he's with a woman.
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Webcam Corner!
The webcam has taken to working when it
feels like it these days, so I thought we might
be finished with “Webcam Corner” for a bit,
but Malcolm Baldwin kindly sent in this picture
he captured of Tony Platt flying a kite in the
car park.
Malcolm says he thinks its a bit of bird poo on
the window really, but I’ve studied it carefully
and I’m pretty sure it is Tony Platt - Ed.

Heating!
Frank Gill has been beavering away on the
club’s heating system for as long as I can
remember. Wondering what was taking all
the time, I cast my first peek into the boiler
cupboard the other day and was just blown
away by what he has managed to pack
together in there! Frank, you are a genius!
I even took a photo! I just hope that
whoever takes over from you eventually,
gets a detailed user manual to cover all the
settings, or else we could be in for a cold
spell while they try to work it out!
- Ed.

Oops!

I suppose it all depends really, on whether
this is one of their students under
instruction, or someone who ought to be!

Apparently, if you leave a Vulcan out in
the snow, it turns into a tail-dragger!
Who’d have thought it? - Ed.
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Welcome to the Fordaire!

Well, I thought the Phoenix was a mechanical miracle, but you’ll never believe what John
Harter and his magic workshop elves have managed to achieve now! Apparently, they got a
bit fidgety over the winter, what with no flying going on and all and one day, John was sat
looking at the blue Ford and started thinking, (which is always a bad sign to my mind).
Anyway, he came up with this great scheme to “upgrade” our beloved retrieve tractor. (I
mean, what’s the point of a retrieve tractor when there’s nothing to retrieve?) He wanted to
turn it into something more useful on our airfield, (like something that flies!)
Anyway, after many hours buried in the workshop with the blue beauty and a pile of spare
parts from aviation scrap yards, his team produced the magnificent experimental craft above,
which they are calling a “Fordaire”, (with a posh ‘e’ like Concorde!) It is a single-seater, allterrain micro-heavy. It runs on red diesel, of course, and it’s designed to fly when little else
can. John reckons it’ll be able to take off from a waterlogged field and land on a sixpence.
(That’s 2½p to you!) Let’s face it, field landings would be a doddle in this!
I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait to get my first go at flying it. Well done to John and
our Club’s in-house engineers. Where would we be without them? - Ed.

Editor’s Endbit
So, that was the March 2017 edition of the BFGC newsletter! A slimmer volume than last time,
but still a good read, I think! Many thanks to those people who contributed, but please note
that I did warn you that if I didn’t get a lot of copy in, you’d be forced to read more stuff
written by me. And you have! Maybe that will spur you on to send something in next time.
(Or maybe you’ll be more willing to write once you’ve actually flown again!) Either way, I look
forward to your contributions for the June edition. The deadline date for the next issue will be
Sunday 4th June. As always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your submissions at
any time and I’ll keep them safe until the deadline. Please send all copy to
Keith Clarke - Editor
soaringkeith@gmail.com Thanks.

