March 2019

CFI’s Bit!
We were fortunate to have had a very dry summer and autumn in 2018, leading to a pretty
firm field compared with previous years. This has allowed us to continue flying over the
winter period, which is, of course, great for currency.
However, there are quite a few pilots that have done very little over the winter months. If
you are one of these, please take this into consideration when you are on the airfield. Even if
you have maintained your currency reasonably well, we are still flying less than during the
“soaring season” and must all concentrate that bit more on whatever we are doing whilst at
the club. This is a time when people start to make very silly mistakes.
Take time to think about what you are doing and stay alert. Help to protect others by
keeping an eye on activities. Don’t just chat at the launch point, oblivious to what’s going on.
We must all work as a team. Remember, if anyone sees something they are unhappy with,
they should do something about it!
REMINDER: Shout “STOP” if you are unhappy about anything at any time.
Operating off the track
REMINDER: I do not want over-flying of another aircraft already on the track. If a glider is
having to land and another is on the track waiting to take off, move it immediately. If you are
the glider in flight, do not over-fly. Land somewhere else on the airfield, even if you end up in
mud. Of course, 30R is the best place, or if occupied, Ashton Downs is the obvious choice.
Winter briefing
We will be running a mandatory winter briefing/refresher, probably commencing late
March/April. Details and dates will be published soon. This should not be seen as, “I will
attend and fall asleep at the back just to tick the box,” but as an opportunity to refresh on
things we already do/should know, as well as maybe to learn a few new things.
Instructor progress
I am continuing to encourage/develop suitably qualified pilots to become instructors. Plans
are in place to train one additional BI this year and if all goes according to that plan, there
may be 3x BI’s training towards their flight instructor rating next year. If this happens it will
be great for BFGC.
Finally
I do hope that we have a great season this year and that you all bag some nice flights, or
progress towards your goals, whatever they may be.
Ian Ashton - CFI

N.B. In the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are active and can be clicked through - Ed
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Well Done Lewis!
Everyone has dreams and ambitions in life,
but sadly for many, these often just don’t
happen for various reasons. When
ambitions are achieved, this is a great
thing.
I am really proud that BFGC has played a
small part in helping Lewis achieve his
ambition of becoming a commercial pilot.
There was no doubt that Lewis was a
“driven”
and
focused
young
man when
he first joined us and he was able to progress very quickly
because of this and his natural flying ability.
Good luck Lewis. We are all proud of what you have
achieved in a relatively small amount of time, all due to
sheer hard work and determination. From glider pilot to
commercial pilot! Well done, and well deserved. Onwards
and upwards! We will all follow your progress with interest.
(Maybe some with a touch of jealousy!!)
Dreams can come true if you start at Bowland Forest!
Ian Ashton - CFI

CITY AIRPORT (Manchester Barton)
Monday 15th April 2019, 19:30 hrs
RUNWAY 26 CAFE/BAR, CITY AIRPORT, LIVERPOOL ROAD
ECCLES, MANCHESTER M30 7SA
Venue Open from 5:30pm. All welcome. Food/Bar available. Please arrive early for a good seat!

Many of the more romantically inclined
amongst our members found
themselves unable to attend the GASCo
Safety Evening at Blackpool Airport on
February 14th because of compelling
prior engagements involving red roses,
chocolates, champagne and, in some
cases, rolling pins!
However, all is not lost and the St
Valentine’s Day massacre can be
overcome, thanks to those nice people
at GASCo, who have arranged another
showing of their information-packed
evening on Monday 15th April at
Manchester City Airport (Barton).
If you were unable to make it to
Blackpool, please consider making up
for it at Barton. If you are intending to
go, please let our CSO, Richard Peake,
know via the safety@bfgc.co.uk e-mail
address, so that he can co-ordinate and
communicate our numbers to the
organisers. - Ed.
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CFI’s Extra Bits
Canopy Closed and Locked…
The BGA Executive Committee has recently accepted a recommendation from the Instructors’
Committee to modify the BGA pre-flight check list to move “canopy – closed, locked and
doesn’t open with applied pressure,” to the end of the checklist.
As a result, CBSIFTCBE has changed to CBSIFTBEC.
The change follows an analysis of incidents and accidents related to inadequate pre-flight
preparation and recognises the widespread practice (‘normalised deviance’) of closing and
locking the canopy just before launching, e.g. in warm weather and during the winter where
there is a risk of canopy misting ahead of launching.
The BGA pre-flight checklist, taught by BGA instructors from 3rd Jan 2019 is CB SIFT BEC.
Of course, it is appreciated that it will take a while for instructors to become used to the
change. BGA publications will be updated in due course.
Flying orders (7.25)
Our Flying Orders have been updated. Minor changes to reflect the
conversion to our new Chipping radio frequency of 130.105 and the
LoA info for the Chipping box. Thanks to Keith, the Flying Orders
update is on the website, but I will print off a few hard copies for the
clubhouse and DP van in due course. The “latest” info will always be
on the website. Sorry folks, but it is now 2019 and most things are
digital in the world.
Annual checks
You all know the dates that these have to be completed by, as
published in the flying orders. Get them done ASAP.
Eden Soaring (Skelling Farm)
Dates for your diaries are below, should anyone wish to visit and gain from flying with an
instructor you know;
•
•
•

I will be instructing from 1st to 8th June
Paul Myers from 20 - 31st July and 28th - 31st August
Pete Desmond 1st - 8th September
Trophies
Well done to all of the winners of the various trophies. Good
luck to all those competing this year. Remember, don’t just go
for a “bumble” around, bag some points!!!
Thanks to Phil Punt for continuing to manage the scoring of the
various leagues. His efforts are greatly appreciated.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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The AGM
On the evening of the 14th of March, the great and
the good of Bowland Forest Gliding club, (along
with sundry other members), gathered for an
informative and productive AGM at the
Grasshoppers social club in Preston.
The Chairman, Treasurer and CFI gave keynote
presentations to outline the present circumstances
of the club and their aspirations for its future, and
Malcolm Baldwin gave us an insight into what the
new Logstar replacement software will look like
when we get it up and running later this year.
Much valuable discussion then ensued, regarding the club’s strengths and successes, as well
as some of its current difficulties, following which, possible courses of future action were
aired and considered. It was an excellent and thought-provoking evening for all who
attended and we thank the committee for all their efforts this year.
Prizes were awarded for sporting achievement last year as follows:
The Aked Height Trophy - Roger Shackleton
The A-League Trophy and the Hogden Trophy both went to Malcolm Baldwin
The B-League Trophy was won by Matt Price
The Cross Country Trophy went to John Klunder
The Knot Trophy was resoundingly won by Tony Platt. (Please ask him why the next
time you see him. I’d love to think of him having to explain it all in detail at least fifty times
to different members!)
Finally, the Liver Trophy for Services to the Club was awarded to Paul Myers.
Congratulations to all the winners and many thanks again to the Committee and all the
active members who have done so much over the past year to progress the club and make it
the place we all love. -Ed.

Paul Myers

In recognition of the tremendous amount of effort Paul has put into our club over decades,
he was awarded a life membership and the Liver Trophy for services to the club at the AGM.
Paul has been an instructor since 1983 and
served as CFI for 12½ years. In that time, he
started to transform BFGC into an active XC
club and we flourished under his leadership.
Paul is recognized by all as a superb
instructor, with a wealth of experience.
We are fortunate that BFGC continues to have
many superb instructors, but on a personal
note, it was Paul Myers above anyone else,
who inspired me when I joined the club in
1985.
We all owe Paul a great debt for the positive
influence he has had on BFGC.
Ian Ashton
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Chairman’s Bit!
The recurring theme of how we
attract new members in an age of
instant gratification, where people
won't even wait a week for the next
episode of their favourite thriller, has
been a constant concern for the
Committee. We are trying various
initiatives, such as the day courses
introduced by Tony last summer, by
building relationships with local
colleges and by re-vamping our
promotional material, including a
proposal to create an Instagram page
for the club being led by Laura . An
earlier idea to hold an Open Day to
engage with our neighbours in
Chipping is ongoing, although now
the focus is on identifying how we
might target aviation-minded groups, rather than inviting a more general audience.
The need for new members is obvious, not only in helping to keep everyone's flying costs
down, but in introducing new blood to take over the mantle from those members the club has
relied on for so many years. We have had a number of "retirements" from established club
roles in the past year, some with no obvious successor and this leaves us in a bit of a bind. It
is also sad to see that we have not had any new pilots going solo for the past couple of years.
So when, just after Christmas, Dean asked the Committee whether we might be prepared to
support a visit from a group of BAe apprentices, the response was immediate and unanimous.
The approach had been made by one of Dean's former pupils, Leah who sits on the BAe
Apprentice Council and who explained that the proposal was to run the day as part of a
National Volunteer Week, but specifically to take place on Thursday 7 March. The plan was
to see the facilities and how the gliding club worked, with a view to the apprentices helping
on specific tasks. Leah immediately proved her considerable marketing skills by enlisting
more than forty apprentices who wanted to visit BFGC. Obviously, even if the weather had
been set fair (in early March.... ?) I couldn't see that we
could accommodate such a large number and, taking the
very pessimistic view that we might be stuck inside all day, I
told her that the maximum number we could manage was
twelve. Leah then demonstrated her considerable negotiating
skills by talking me up to fourteen!
We now had a date and a number, so next we needed club
support. Within twenty four hours of my asking for
volunteers for the day, I had sixteen members offering to
help, which was a magnificent response for an event to take
place on a Thursday, when most of our families, partners and
work colleagues might reasonably think we could all be doing
something more useful than being at Chipping. It was also
quickly apparent that we had enough members to crew a
flying day if conditions allowed, with Pete Desmond and Ian
Ashton offering themselves as Duty Instructor. At no point
did I tell Leah that flying might be an option and instead
developed a plan to keep everyone usefully busy in the event
that the weather didn't play ball. Richard Peake and I

6

decided that we would have to split the group into smaller teams and organise a rotating
programme of exercises based upon a normal flying day. In other words, we would get the
teams involved in DI-ing a K13 and either the ASK 21 or Grob, the DP Van and ground fleet
and the winch. We would also run them through NOTAMS and the Met reports. Richard then
had the brilliant idea of reinforcing what they had learned / been shown in the morning by
repeating the DI but asking them to find faults which we had set up beforehand. Richard did all
the work on this and we shared the first draft of the plan with Reg Wooller and Ian Bannister
in the workshop. Ian suggested that we might bring forward DSU's ARC slightly and have the
apprentices de-rig the Astir and take it into the workshop. Richard promptly built this into the
plan and also enlisted Bob to "fly" the visitors on the simulator if we couldn't do it for real.
Now everything was set. If conditions allowed, we would fly and if they didn't, we had a full
programme. On the Friday before the visit, the forecast seemed set fair and everything was
looking promising, but from that day onwards the forecast became increasingly poor. Apart
from a relatively late panic to ensure that the BAe team were all over 18 (they were) and
Richard having to drop out due to work commitments, (which was a huge shame given the
work he had done), we were ready.
On the day, the weather probably couldn't have been any worse and it was clear that we
couldn't even put aircraft out on the apron. The home team were out in force though, with
ready volunteers to man the two gliders we would DI and the winch. Funnily enough, no one
was that keen to run through NOTAMS and the Met, so Ian and Pete built it into their preflying morning briefing. To be fair, that probably worked better than having it as a separate
exercise. It meant a re-jig of the programme, but with Steve Nicholls, Dean and myself leading
the teams through the club and the exercises, everything went swimmingly, (pun fully
intended).
The BAe group were all interested and engaged with everything they were shown and did.
They embraced the poor weather with good humour and asked intelligent questions throughout.
When it came to the DI fault-finding, they demonstrated that they had all paid attention to
what they had seen earlier in the day. The fact that my group didn't find a bright red torch
planted under the front seat of the K13, was more than off-set by the speed at which they
identified every fault on the Astir. Bob was grinning from ear-to-ear after the flight sim
exercises, so clearly they had fun there too. In the end there were a number of tasks they
undertook in the workshop and they all got stuck in.
We have encouraged them to come back and fly with us on a visitor evening and I would be
prepared to run the exercise again with another group in the future, which hopefully we can
organise. Maintaining
and developing links
with BAe and the
apprentices in particular
could well be a source
of new members and it
would be fantastic if a
number learned to fly
together for mutual
encouragement. One
thing is for sure. Having
them around the club
was great fun.
Happy Soaring!
Richard Turpin Chairman
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Pocklington Two-Seater Competition
Are you up for a fun adventure? Whether you’re an aspiring solo cross-country pilot, or
someone who currently flies locally and just wants to experience cross country with an
experienced instructor, perhaps the Pocklington Two-Seater Competition is for you?
Pocklington airfield is situated to the east of York, with good soaring conditions and fields
big enough to land a 747 in.
Unlike most other gliding competitions in the UK, this one does not take itself too seriously.
The main aim is to have fun. Approximately 40 two-seaters take part, with cross-country
tasks set, based on the performance of the gliders and the anticipated weather for each day.
Camping on the airfield is free, food is available on site and there is a great atmosphere,
with events planned most evenings to keep the fun and competitive spirit going throughout.
I have been numerous times and have flown great cross-country tasks with many members
of all levels from BFGC.
This year’s competition runs from 18th to 25th August. Contestants will arrive to set up
tents and rig gliders on Saturday 17th, ready to start the serious business of having fun on
the Sunday, when the first cross country tasks get set.
If the interest is there, John Klunder and I will take two two-seaters from BFGC, (probably
the K21 and the Grob Acro), along with 4 volunteer members. The idea is that we will
operate as a combined BFGC team, helping each other with rigging and the occasional
retrieve in the (highly likely) event that we land out during tasks. My favourite memory is
landing in a large farmer’s field with Amy Barsby, (one of our former junior members),
being served tea and scones by the farmer’s wife, then departing the field by aero-tow
behind a Super Cub, with said farmer’s wife acting as wing runner. Like I said... fun!
John and I will be the P1 instructors and each of the 4 members will alternate in the gliders,
potentially giving each several tasks, depending on the weather. It will however, require
commitment from volunteers for the whole week, so that we have the support needed to
operate effectively. It doesn’t matter if you are a long way off from going cross-country in a
glider on your own, or if you are already a cross-country pilot looking to improve your
technique; all are welcome.
For more information on the actual competition follow this link:
http://www.wolds-gliding.com/index.php/two-seater-competition
If you are interested in being part of the Bowland Forest entry, contact me at
desmond.p@me.com or phone me on 07702846123 if you want to chat about it.
Pete Desmond
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Chipping Box LoA
Our Letter of Agreement, (LoA) relating to the
"Chipping Box" has to be re-applied for/renewed
every two years now. The renewal process has
been going on for a few months. I wish to advise
you all that we have successfully renewed the LoA
with NATS (National Air Traffic Services), with a
current expiry date of 30/04/2021.
Thanks to Keith, the website has been updated
with the new document.
Please note that all pilots wishing to use the
Chipping Box must have had the briefing and be
familiar with the details in the LoA.
Any breaking of the rules could result in the
termination of the facility. (It's a clause in the
LoA). Now, go and find yourself some wave (and send us the pics!)
- Ian Ashton - CFI

Low Approaches on 30R
Just a “gentle” reminder when landing on 30R.
Please do not aim to touch down until you are on
the actual landing area. We have installed a curved
access track at the bottom, but this is not for
landing on.
I have had “reports” of landing very short. To do
this, it must require a relatively low approach
through the tree line. I have heard a “rumour” that
a pilot has stated that “the stream” was the
reference line used, (not sure if it was a joke or not).
I take a dim view of deliberately landing short, as
will all the other instructors. A two-seater flight with
a jolly nice instructor will be provided for anyone
seen doing a low approach. Do not approach below
or between the tree line along the road.
- Ian Ashton - CFI
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Type Rating
After almost 3 months of intensive training, I’m
pleased to say that I’m now flying the Boeing 737
based out of Lanzarote for Ryanair. This wouldn’t have
been possible without the numerous references that
people have given, so I’d first like to thank everyone
who took the time to write references etc. on my
behalf. Ian Bannister has been giving me lifts up to
the club for years and without all those lifts, I probably
wouldn’t be where I am today, so thank you Ian too.
To give you an idea of what a type rating involves, I’ve
expanded a little below...
A month before you arrive at East Midlands, you are
given computer-based training to complete, covering
all the technical aspects of the 737 - fuel, hydraulics,
electrics etc. - which you have to learn inside out
before arriving. On the first day, you meet the rest of
your class. There were 12 in mine and you are paired
up with your simulator partner, who will be by your
side for the remainder of the type rating. Interestingly,
the final ‘test’, the ‘Licence Skills Test’ must be passed
by both pilots in order for it to qualify as a pass. So, if
you passed but your partner failed, you also failed L.
Unfortunately for me, my Swedish sim partner was never out of the local gym, always on social
media and did very little studying throughout the type rating, so I’ve had to drag him along for
the last 3 months, which made it quite stressful.
So the idea is that once you’re paired up, you go away and learn the SOPs together, of which
there are many in Ryanair. I’ve been told that we have the greatest number of SOPs of all the
world’s airlines, whether that’s true or not, I don’t know, but there is an SOP for absolutely
everything. Once you’ve read the SOPs, you get together with your partner in a procedure
trainer, which is just a paper 737, so you can get familiar with the layout and practice the scan
flows. All the pre-flight preparations are done from memory and then backed up by the
checklist and these actions must be done in a particular order, not just any old way. That’s why
it’s important to master the cockpit flows before going into the simulator, so you’re not sat
there wasting time. A few days later, you commence the fixed base simulator training which is
what it says on the tin, a simulator fixed to the ground. I did 40 hours in these, practising
everything from a normal sector from Dublin to Manchester to rapid depressurization /
emergency descent, engine malfunctions, pilot incapacitation... the list is endless! What’s nice
in East Midlands, is that once you’ve done 2 simulator sessions with an instructor, you can
book the fixed base simulators for personal use and go in on your own, which I made the most
of and did an extra 60+hours of simulator flying.
Once the fixed base training was done, we did I think 9 exams in total. Technical, Safety and
Emergency procedures, SOPs, Fire, ATC/RVSM - so many I’ve forgotten most of them. Once all
the theoretical exams are done, we did practical water/fire training. I was basically thrown into
a swimming pool with some Irish bloke from another course and had to drag him to the pool
edge and that was it. The fire training was just an old shipping container with a small fire inside
that I had to put out. It all just felt like a box-ticking exercise really.
Once all that was done, we started flying the full flight simulators, which are hydraulically
actuated and behave just like the real aircraft. I remember the first time we did a takeoff in
one of these and once you have pressed the TOGA switch after the engines have stabilized, we
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were pressed back into our seats and even the impact of the
nose gear trundling over the centre line lighting could be felt.
They are very realistic and now I’ve flown the real aircraft I
can say they are practically identical. The actual aircraft is
easier to fly, in that the trim feels much more effective and
you can actually fly it hands off. The simulator could never fly
hands off, even when accurately trimmed.
After another 40+ hours in the full flights, we did a mock LST
(Licence Skills Test) and the next day the real thing. On my
test, I had a flight planned from Dublin to Manchester. On
take-off, I had a severe engine damage, where one of the
turbine blades disintegrates, causing a loud bang and a lot of
vibration. The procedure for any engine malfunction on takeoff is to do nothing below 400ft except to fly the aircraft,
cancel all the bells and whistles and raise the gear. Above
400ft, we then diagnose the problem - both pilots must agree
to the diagnosis - then we perform memory items in the
event of an engine fire/severe damage. You simply climb
straight ahead, retract the flaps, set maximum continuous
thrust on the remaining engine, engage the autopilot and then action the QRH, (Quick
Reference Handbook). After that, we use a decision making tool called PIOSEE (problem,
info, options, select, execute, evaluate) to determine the best course of action. We then
brief the cabin crew and passengers once a decision has been made and prepare for a single
engine approach and landing. Interestingly, you burn a lot more fuel with one engine than
two, which is something you have to think about. A good pilot is thinking about a possible
diversion if the weather becomes unsuitable during approach and how much fuel we need to
get to the nearest suitable alternate etc. so it can get quite complex when you start to look
at the bigger picture. Ryanair call it being ‘Go minded’. If the approach is unstable /weather
deteriorated etc. during approach, go around, but with only one engine remaining this is a
big decision to make.
On my test, we entered the hold near Dublin and considered all our options, got the weather
for Cork, Shannon and Belfast just in case Dublin went sour and generally just took our time.
I think that’s the key to doing well in this business, just don’t rush, there is always time. So
I then did a single engine go around, which was a
mandatory part of the test, then a single engine landing.
After that, on another take-off and during the climb out,
we had a PACK light illuminate and associated master
caution annunciation. This is caused by an overheated air
con pack valve and can be reset after a short cooling
period. We actioned the QRH anyway and once the
problem was resolved it directed us to resume normal
operations, but I was sceptical. I decided to radio down to
Ryanair engineering and just ask for an engineer’s advice
and once he said it would be fine, I was then happy to
continue the climb above FL090. Then we had another
failure of the captain’s heated alpha vane and after ATC
told us that icing conditions were all along our route, I
decided to return to Dublin. After a re-brief, PA to the
passengers and liaison with ATC, we did a circling
approach in Dublin, which is quite a tricky visual approach
requiring fairly good visibility. After that I had to do an
emergency passenger evacuation on the runway due to an
engine fire and then the test was over.
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The next day we did PSCT (preliminary simulator circuit training) which prepares us for flying
the real aircraft. This lesson focused mainly on our landing and take-off technique prior to
flying the real aircraft.
The final step was base training, where we fly the real aircraft. Mine was delayed a bit due to
weather, but eventually the weather cleared in Prestwick, so we took off from East Midlands
and did our circuits in Prestwick. I found the real aircraft much easier to fly than the sim and
a lot of people seem to say the same thing. It all happens so quickly that you don’t realize
you’re actually flying a 79 tonne beast around the circuit at 1,500ft and probably rattling
people’s windows down below, but it was fun I must say. The captain was very relaxed and
the first thing he did when he got on board was pour himself a coffee and remove his shoes.
This guy never flew with shoes on apparently. When we were flying downwind he was
chatting about golf, gliding, women, all sorts. It was very relaxed and allowed you to feel at
ease in the flight deck.
The last thing I had to do was go to Ryanair’s HQ in Dublin, meet the chief pilot and have a
photograph with him. During one of the presentations he gave, he was going on about the
opportunities in Ryanair. He asked,
“Who here wants to become the next
chief pilot?” and I was the only one
to put my hand up. During the
photographs he asked me a few
technical questions, (which he didn’t
do with anyone else I noticed) but
fortunately I had the right answers,
which seemed to irk him a little bit,
much to my enjoyment! At least he
knows that I’ve got my eyes on his
job in the future.
I’ve just found out that I’m going to
be based in Lanzarote. The roster is 5
on, 4 off, so I will try to get up to the
club on some of my off days.
See you soon! - Lewis Gray

A Ged Gem!

The best pilots have blue eyes.
Well, of course, we all know better. Yet somehow, the old fairy tales never quite fade away.
Every occupation spawns its myths and superstitions I suppose and flying is certainly no
exception.
The "blue eyes" nonsense peaked during World War II. If, like me,
you came into military-aviation cursed with brown eyes, certain
instructors would automatically regard you as a surefire washout and
an egregious waste of their valuable time. The obvious fact that a
great many people, unblessed with eyes of blue, went on to log
distinguished flying careers in no way undermined their complacent
prejudice. This was wisdom passed down from their instructors. How
dare anyone question it?
From “Turnpoints” by Gren Seibels
(and yes, of course, my eyes are blue. I rest my case – Ged)
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From the Safety Officer
Some of our most recent avoidable incidents:
•

Cables attached to gliders with the shock rope passing through the parachute.

•

A paraglider reported that a glider had passed within 20ft of him during a soaring sortie.

•

Launch failure caused by fuel starvation to winch.

•

Brakes came open during a winch launch.

•

A pilot suffered injuries caused by trapping a hand in the aileron during a DI positive
check.

•

A pilot was observed to conduct his ABC pre-flight checks by walking around the aircraft.
The rudder lock was still in place as the pilot climbed into the cockpit.

Think about flying and get in the mood, zone or frame of mind and think about what you
need to be doing.
•

Forget about everything else.

Do not bring it to the club.

•

Take pride in the fact you will be flying and want to do everything right, or as near right
as you can.

•

Think about your role for the day if you are on duty; your responsibilities and what
you should do to prepare.

•

Do not turn up and just expect to fly.

I thought for a while, after the appeal for Newsletter articles and my usual reminder from
Keith, about what I can do to prompt some reflection without pounding on you.

So here are some quotes from the aviation greats.
An airplane might disappoint any pilot but it’ll never surprise a good one.
- Len Morgan
A pilot who says he has never been
frightened in an airplane is, I’m afraid,
lying.
- Louise Thaden
Man is not as good as a black box for
certain specific things. However, he is
more flexible and reliable. He is easily
maintained and can be manufactured
by relatively unskilled labour.
- Wing Commander H. P. Ruffell Smith,
RAF, 1949
What could possibly go wrong?
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Anyone can do the job when things are going right. In this business we play
for keeps.
- Ernest K. Gann
It is possible to fly without motors, but not without knowledge and skill.
- Wilbur Wright
Accuracy means something to me. It’s vital to my sense of values. I’ve
learned not to trust people who are inaccurate. Every aviator knows that if
mechanics are inaccurate, aircraft crash. If pilots are inaccurate, they get
lost - sometimes killed. In my profession, life itself depends on accuracy.
- Charles A. Lindbergh, ‘The Spirit of St. Louis,’ 1953
The best safety device is the pilot, who, deep down, regardless of the
aircraft, retains a sense of fallibility and vulnerability. No system can ever
substitute for that.
- Arnold Reiner, retired airline captain and a former director of flight safety
at Pan Am. ‘Pilots on Autopilot’ op-ed, the New York Times, 16 December
2009
I was always afraid of dying. Always. It was my fear that made me learn
everything I could about my airplane and my emergency equipment, and
kept me flying respectful of my machine and always alert in the cockpit.
- General Chuck Yeager, ‘Yeager, An Autobiography.
When a flight is proceeding incredibly well, something was forgotten.
- Robert Livingston, ‘Flying The Aeronca’
Never fly the ‘A’ model of anything.
- Probably Ged !

RememberConsult with; a member of the safety
committee if you want to change a procedure
and/or process. We should always consult,
discuss, investigate and impact them before
implementing.
Consult with; Duty Instructors, Pilots, CFI,
DCFI and me as your Club Safety Officer to
discuss any or all issues, through a verbal
report or discussion, a telephone call, a note
into the office, email to an individual or via
the Club Safety mailbox. safety@bfgc.co.uk
- Richard Peake CSO

AND
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Scene from Above

Thanks to Dave Gethin for submitting our photo this month, taken from the rear seat of BF1 at FL65, during a recent wave flight,
high over Chipping. He explains, “We were scraping along an (open) Chipping Box, although the pressure was so low, it was more
like 5,600' QFE... and minus 12°C! Matt Price was flying in the front seat. We'd all managed to get into the wave that day, but this
was the best of my flights. We could almost transition into the next layer (and spent a long time trying) but we had to give up in the
end. The best lift was out of reach of the box to the East, unfortunately.” Can you make out the field in the snow? - Ed.

Oops!

“Any landing you can walk
away from, is a good landing
and if you can use the aircraft
again afterwards, it was an
excellent landing.”
Judging by the wry smile on
A.V. Roe’s face in this picture,
he rated this landing (in his
1910 AVRO triplane) as
merely “good”.
Never mind, with his brother,
he went on to build others in
the years that followed; a
production line that eventually
led to the very successful
Avro Lancaster and Vulcan
bombers. - Ed.
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Badge Chasers!
Read to avoid disappointment!
For those chasing their dream of Silver Distance or beyond, you
should be aware of the Sporting Code. This contains all of the
current rules and guidelines that you must adhere to, in order to
ensure that your flight will be valid. (This avoids tears and
tantrums)
Of particular note is the recent change regarding aerotow launches.
The new “rules” prevent anyone aerotowing, for example, 51km
upwind and then landing on the same airfield from which they took
off, (or similar attempts at making it easier.)
2.2.1
a. SILVER DISTANCE
A straight distance flight from a start at release to a finish fix located at
least 50 km from release and at least 50 km from the fix recorded at the
beginning of the take-off roll.
It is the pilot’s responsibility to know the rules, not the Official Observer’s
job to make your flight fit the rules afterwards!!
The Sporting Code can be found and downloaded from;
https://www.fai.org/sites/default/files/documents/sc3_2018.pdf
Ian Ashton - CFI

Mid-week Flying

A bit more flexibility?
Mid-week flying traditionally takes place on Wednesdays and Fridays. But the Met Office
don’t seem to know that and occasionally provide good flying weather on some other day of
the week. So, with the aim of getting more and better flying for mid-weekers, your
Wednesday instructor team, (Nigel, Graeme and I) are trying to introduce a bit of flexibility.
Here’s how it works.
Whilst Wednesday is still the default day and members are, of course, welcome to turn up for
the Wednesday social, whether it’s flyable or not, if some
other day offers significantly better flying prospects, then
we may arrange instructor cover for that day. If that
looks likely, we’ll send out an email to all flying members
via the Google group, usually on the Sunday evening,
setting out our plan for the week and asking anyone
interested to reply, so we know if there’s enough support
to make it worthwhile. We’ll then send out a further
email, usually the evening before the chosen day, to
confirm the arrangements.
We’ve been trialling this informally for the past few
months and have managed to snatch a few good flying
days we wouldn’t otherwise have had, so there is
potential in it. You can do your part by checking your
emails on the Sunday evening and responding if you want
to fly.
- John Klunder
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Inter-Club League 2019
Anyone fancy coming along to this? It’s held
over the May Day weekend, 4-6 May 2019, at
Sutton Bank.
What’s the Inter Club League?
It’s a national club-level competition aimed at
promoting cross-country flying, particularly for
the newer XC pilot. Local rounds are held
throughout the country and the winners of
these meet in a final, usually held in late
August or early September. So yes, it is a
competition, but don’t let that put you off - it
doesn’t take itself too seriously and the real
objective is to inspire the newer cross-country
pilots to stretch their wings in a safe and
supportive environment. The rules are kept
very simple.
The basic qualification for entry is Bronze, XC
Endorsement and your CFI’s blessing, plus, of
course, access to an aircraft to fly. There’s
plenty of support and advice available and it’s
a good opportunity to make contact with likeminded souls in neighbouring clubs.
We are in the Yorkshire round, which includes
the four main gliding clubs in the white rose
county, plus sundry invaders, including
Camphill, Saltby and our very own Bowland Forest last year. There’s usually entertainment
laid on for the Saturday evening. Last year we had a live band and a hog roast, which were
both excellent. If you’ve been to Sutton Bank before, then you’ll know it has excellent
facilities, is blessed with great flying in thermal, wave and ridge, and there’s plenty to do
nearby if perchance the weather doesn’t cooperate. If you haven’t been, you owe it to
yourself to find out.
If you fancy coming along, either to participate or for the social activities, then let me know
by e-mail johnklunder@btinternet.com
John Klunder

Quick Quotes!
“Thank God men cannot fly and lay waste the sky as well as the earth.”
- Henry David Thoreau
“Aren’t we all dreamers? It’s only because man dreamt of flying that we are travelling
in planes. Behind all inventions, we see the dreams of people.” –Ajith Kumar
“Same with anyone who’s been flying for years and loves it still… we’re part of a world
we deeply love. Just as musicians feel about scores and melodies, dancers about the
steps and flow of music, so we’re one with the principle of flight, the magic of being
aloft in the wind!” — Richard Bach
“The engine is the heart of an airplane, but the pilot is its soul.” –Walter Raleigh
“There are only two emotions in a plane: boredom and terror.” –Orson Welles
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Denbigh Delight
Traditionally, over the worst of the “muddy” winter
months, several BFGC private owners have taken
their kit away to take advantage of conditions at
other sites. These have previously been Dishforth,
Sutton Bank and Walney to name a few. This
winter, a few of us chose to give Lleweni Park a try,
(Denbigh Gliding)
Perfectly sited in fabulous North Wales, only 15
minutes from the A55 Expressway, Denbigh Gliding
at Lleweni Parc offers unrivalled access to the
Snowdonia mountain wave and immediate access
to the Clwydian ridge.
They have got a great airfield - an 850 metre
tarmac runway, accessed by a sealed perimeter track - which means mud-free flying all year
round, be it wave, ridge or thermal.
Launching is by aerotow or winch. The
club two-seater is a DG1001m and
allows the ability to self-launch
without requiring anyone else on site.
The “local” ridge is 30km long, with
other ridges to use accessible from the
home ridge. For flying solo, you do
require Silver C plus 100hrs, but there
is nothing, of course, stopping anyone
from having a great two-seater flight,
whatever their experience.
The potential for a wave flight is huge.
The photo on the left is KHK “letting
down” near to Prestatyn after a wave
flight.

Two ex-Bowland Forest members went
for site checks at Denbigh recently and
both had flights to FL195. Can anyone
beat that for site checks? Pretty
impressive stuff!
If any of you are looking for
somewhere to fly if BFGC is closed, or
you wish to sample wave flying and
increase your experience, I highly
recommend that you give Denbigh a
try.
Their website is
http://www.denbighgliding.co.uk/
Ian Ashton - CFI
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LOW FLIGHT
Author unknown (but apparently a helicopter pilot)
With apologies to John Gillespie Magee

Oh, I have slipped the gagging bonds of earth and
thrashed the skies on grease-spattered blades;
Sunward I’ve climbed and tumbled in the mirth of stormy
fog banks - and done a hundred things
You would not believe - whopped and whumped and
autorotated low into the dingy overcast. Hovering there,
I’ve been passed by sparrows and flung my shuddering
craft through endless balls of hail.
Up, up the long, hysterical climb to 500 feet, I’ve topped
the towering wheatfields with pounding heart Where never grasshopper, or even june bug flew.
And, while with cold, shifty eyes I’ve tried
The untresspassed sanctity of Special VFR...
Put out my hand... And touched a tree.

And while we’re on the subject of helicopters,
here’s a photo from 1970, showing an
enlightened GI using gesture and mime to try
to impress on Huey pilots that they’d fly better
if they had wings like a proper plane! -Ed.

We’ve been warned not to approach
him, as he may be smug! - Ed.

A Piece of History!
This amazing photo shows the
launch line from the 1944 East
Anglia Gliding Grand Prix.
There were high hopes for a home
win, as the strong German Team
had withdrawn their entry that
year. Unusually, the organisers
managed to provide a tug for each
glider, which greatly sped up the
start.
In the end, thanks to nerves of
steel, iron resolve and great flying
skills, some prodigious distances
were flown at notable average
speeds. Most flights ended in a
field landing, leaving England and
the US to share joint first prize.
Legends! - Ed.
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Season Planning Weekend
This year’s Women Glide - Season Planning weekend,
was held at The Soaring Centre, Husbands Bosworth on
the 9th and 10th March.
The event is run annually by Women Glide. Hus Bos was
chosen, partly because of its central location, but also
as this is one of the run-up events for the Women’s
World Gliding Championships, which will be held there in
2021.
In these non-binary days, the event was promoted to
“anyone who self-identifies as a glider pilot”! It is open
to anyone, although I was disappointed that, of the six
female pilots who committed to attend, only myself and one other woman pilot actually
showed up on the day. No matter, we were joined by 12 male Hus Bos pilots. Why none
of their female members? I asked – apparently, they don’t
have female members, which is astonishing for such a
large club. I was somewhat proud of BFGC – despite only
a small number of female members, we do make up about
10% of the active flying members – twice the average.
More than that, I believe we are treated equally, with
respect and without discrimination. (I will ignore those
Facebook jokes you shared on International Women’s Day,
but I know who you are boys!)
The event was led by Liz Sparrow and Ayalia Truelove,
two of the British Women’s gliding team. There was a
mixture of theory, trace analysis and cockpit video
recordings looking at all aspects of the skills of gliding
necessary to improve your
performance as a pilot. We covered: Improving your climb,
Improving your glide, Finding thermals, Task Planning,
Meteorology and Trace Analysis. It answered some of those
puzzling questions like, “Why do I only find sink on a thermic
day?” and “Why, when I turn in what seems to be good lift, is
there nothing there?”
There were many tips given and lots to practice, which was the
key message - Decide on your objective, decide what you need
to work on, and practice it over and over again.
Nothing we covered related specifically to women, nor was the
focus on flying competitions, their rationale being that flying
competitions and cross
country flying require the
same skills and planning,
particularly if you aspire to
fly bigger tasks.
There are further flying events planned for this year.
Details are on the Women Glide website.
http://www.womenglide.co.uk/
The planning weekend will be run again next year. It is
open to all and you would be made very welcome.
- Tracy Ashton
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Spot Something Wrong?
According to the BGA, you should:
“Maintain the correct vertical position
of the tug in the canopy”. I’ll admit,
it’s not always that easy.
I’ve had a few “wild rides” behind
tugs before now, but if I ever found
myself in the position of this glider,
I’d expect a very quick check ride
with a friendly instructor! (Not to
mention, an emergency release by a
furious tug pilot!)
However, it seems this was all
entirely intentional, as the Swift pilot
flew continuous full rolls on aerotow.
(To show that he could, I guess).
I hope he warned the tuggie first!
BTW - I recommend you don’t try
this at home! - Ed.

Retired Pilot!
Retirement from the airlines

We have a cockpit mock-up in our house. When I mention to my wife that I miss flying, now
that I’m retired, she puts me in the mock-up around bed time for 8 hours.
She has a chair in a closet, puts on the vacuum cleaner to simulate cockpit air noise, has a
dim nite-lite to simulate cockpit lighting and serves me luke-warm chicken with cold
vegetables on a tray.
When I get sleepy and attempt to doze off, she knocks twice loudly on the door to simulate
the Flight Attendants entering the cockpit. Then, after 6 hours, she turns on a floodlight
directly in front of me, to simulate the sun coming up when approaching 20 west. I then get
a cup of coffee that has been in the coffee maker all night.
Finally, she lets me out and I have to get in the back seat of her car while she runs morning
errands, to simulate the bus ride to the hotel. When we get home, I tell her I am ready for
bed and the bedroom door is locked for an hour to simulate the hotel rooms not being ready.
When I promise to never "complain" again
about being retired, I am allowed to enjoy
my "layover" and go to bed. Oh, and one
more thing, she talks to her friends loudly
outside the bedroom door to simulate the
hotel maids chattering in the hall in their
native language. After two hours of sleep,
she calls the phone next to the bed from
her cell and says "This is crew scheduling,
you are non-routine!!! Vee vill calla-you
back vhen you have legal minimum rest,"
and, "By the way, the company has filed for
bankruptcy today. Sleep tight honey."
Thanks to Ged for finding this
and sending it in. - Ed
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Soaring is Cool!

Soaring is cool! - Official!
Have a flick through the
magazines and you will
come up with multiple
images of beautiful people
with shiny sailplanes;
sometimes macho and
sometimes showing their
feminine sides, but always
s-o-o-o cool!

JAGUAR XJ-S Convertible

What young son wouldn’t
adore his chic, aviator
Dad, striding across the
desert smelling of - well,
chrome apparently!?
And who wouldn’t want
to sit on their powerful
motorbike, watching a
friend on finals, before
riding off into the sunset
together? Are you a
Jaguar convertible type?
- Get a sailplane. Want a
great experience with
your shiny new VW SUV? - Watch
sailplanes soar the ridges above
you! They are icons of freedom,
affluence, modernism and stylish
sophistication. No wonder the
advertisers love them. You can
sell anything with a sailplane!

On the other hand, I’m not
entirely sure what our lot are
selling in this bottom picture, but
I don’t think I want one!
I told them to try to look cool, but
the best they could manage was
looking cold! - Ed.

Editor’s Endbit
And so ends the March 2019 edition of the BFGC Newsletter. I hope you enjoyed it. Many
thanks, as always, to those who contributed. Don’t forget that the next issue will need your
input to be successful, so please make an effort to put your thoughts and experiences on paper
and share them with us. The deadline date for the next newsletter will be Sunday, 9th June.
As always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your submissions at any time and I’ll
keep them safe until the deadline. Please send all copy to my e-mail address at
soaringkeith@gmail.com We’re all looking forward to reading about your experiences.
Keith Clarke - Editor

