March 2020

Chairman’s Bit!
The club held its formal AGM on Thursday 12 March. The AGM is a statutory requirement when
the Committee is charged with reporting its activities to the membership and in particular
reviewing the previous year. Turnout this year was disappointingly low and whilst I recognise
that there are many reasons why some members could not attend, I sincerely hope that apathy
was not one of them, because without input and involvement from members, the club will not
thrive.
To no one's great surprise the flying statistics for 2019 were disappointing. Over the year, we
had 2,660 launches compared to 2,933 launches the year before. Those launches amounted to
1,023 hours in the air, again slightly down on the flying hours for 2018 which stood at 1,076.
If you choose to do the maths you would see that this equates to an average flight length of 23
minutes (which also means some people did pretty well because I think my average was about
four minutes!!)
Interestingly, the flight stats also show that for the early part of last year (January through to
May) we were doing better, month on month, than we had done in 2018. Obviously we then
had the summer pretty much washed out, which is why the end of year numbers were so low.
Of course, the poor weather has continued into this year, with just four launches in February
(well done to Jeff Davies) compared to 198 in February 2018. It was the worst February return
since 2002 and is why, working with our CFI, the Committee suspended all visitor flying in
March. Quite simply, very few of us are sufficiently current, in terms of flying, winch-driving or
with our ground crew duties, so the club's priority has to be to operate in a safe environment
before welcoming guests back onto the airfield.
Membership numbers for 2019 were marginally down on the previous year as well, with 74 full
members on the books at the end of February compared to 77 in 2019. We have the resources
in terms of airfield, aircraft and instructors to support and train many more, so it remains a
constant frustration that we are only able to convert so few of our many visitors (and visitor
bookings remain consistently high) into full memberships.
However, now for some good news. We have just learnt that our most recent application for
CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) registration has been successful. I think
this was our third attempt, so this success was as much a relief as anything.
It means that the club's Rates bill will be reduced by 80%, which ought to be a
saving of about £6,400 every year. If you bear in mind that last year's flying
fees increase generated about £4,000 and that the full membership
subscription is £220, you can see how beneficial this will be. Remember as
well that two years ago we were facing Rates bills of about £13,000 in the year
and now they should be below £2,000.
There are potentially other benefits too, which we will explore with the
accountants. One is an ability to claim Gift Aid and another is relief from tax
liabilities arising from property income. Inevitably, (it is a scheme managed by
HMRC) there will be some administrative responsibilities for us to get our
heads around, but this is good news.
Richard Turpin - Chairman
N.B. In the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are active and can be clicked through - Ed
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Club Officers
Following the recent AGM, the Club’s Officers and the Committee for 2020 stand as follows:
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Hon Secretary

Richard Turpin
Jon Hough
Tony Platt
Malcolm Baldwin

Committee members: Matt Price, Richard Peake, Dave Stopford, Mike Cursons, Tracy Ashton,
Geoff Whittaker.
The Committee were delighted to accept the nominations of Mike Cursons and Geoff
Whittaker, who will join the Committee with immediate effect. They replace Dean Eden and
Pete Batterby, who both stood down during the year. Huge thanks to both Dean and Pete for
all of their contributions.
It was also announced that Richard Peake was to stand down as CSO after four years in post.
Both the Chairman and CFI praised Richard's dedication and commitment in this role.
The Chairman was also pleased to announce that Andy Batty had agreed to take over the
mantle of CSO, an appointment endorsed by the CFI. Well done and thanks Andy. We know
you will have the full support of the club.
Graham Rendell has stepped down as Winchmaster but, following the AGM, Richard Peake
has agreed to take over the role. Much appreciated Richard.
Richard Turpin - Chairman

Quick Quotes!

Flying is more than a sport and more than a job; flying is pure passion and desire, which
fill a lifetime.
- Adolf Galland
Aeronautics was neither an industry, nor a science. It was a miracle.
- Igor Sikorsky
Aviation is the branch of engineering that is least forgiving of mistakes.
- Freeman Dyson

Trophies!

At the AGM, the following trophies were also awarded:
Height Gain Trophy

-

Geoff Hughes

‘A’ League

-

Andy Batty

‘B’ League

-

Richard Peake

Pupil's Trophy for Enthusiasm - Kieran Thomas
Progress in Early Solo
Services to the Club

- Mike Cursons
-

Ian Ashton

Our Congratulations to all!
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CFI’s Bit
As I type this email it’s clear that we are facing quite a few challenges. We have had a pretty
dire winter caused by bad weather, with “named” storms on quite a few weekends, and of
course in the wider world, we are facing significant disruption due to Covid 19. If the above
was not bad enough, two of our workhorses, JLO and JZE, have had significant issues
requiring extended workshop time. Unfortunately, these issues have coincided with the pride
of our fleet, BF1, being away for a complete refinish and EWP is also away having its ARC
completed.
The overall result of the above has meant that of our 4x two-seaters, only one has been in
service for quite a bit of time. Our training capacity has been slashed by 75%.
I expect that a vast number of our pilots are not current and this includes some instructors.
When instructors lose their currency in large numbers, we have a problem. Instructors need
to be current enough to let “P2” get it wrong and have enough capacity left to sort it out.
Lack of currency makes this harder. I have advised all instructors to increase their safety
margins and to “take over” earlier than normal if things are not going to plan. Late takeovers account for many accidents and we don’t want any of those. Don’t take it personally if
an instructor takes over earlier than you think they should have. We of course know that you
were “just about to” (climb, level the wings, lookout, round out, etc). It’s what everyone
always says without fail!!!
Lack of currency affects everyone and every part of our operation, as things are just not
quite as “natural and automatic” as they would be if things were normal. It’s really important
to take extra care and concentrate that bit more until currency returns.
Our absolute priority, and especially when flying members of the public, is that flights are
conducted in a safe manner. This requires currency for all, (instructors, winch drivers, launch
marshals, duty managers etc.) As a result of all the above, we cancelled visitor flights for
March. If things don’t improve quickly, we may have to cancel more.

Club safety officer
Richard Peake has been our CSO for a few years, filling Trevor’s Tutthill’s shoes, which was
no easy feat. Richard has put his heart and soul (as well as blood, sweat and tears) into the
job. Richard has been an excellent CSO and I want to personally thank him for all of his
efforts. Sadly, it’s not easy getting some people interested in safety. It’s a continual uphill
job. As well as the actual safety element of our operations, Richard’s ideas, along with Keith’s
website expertise, have improved our online safety pages and content no end. I think we
have one of the best safety pages within the BGA clubs and certainly better that the BGA’s
own one. https://www.bfgc.co.uk/safety.html
A considerable amount of work and progress was achieved throughout Richard’s time as CSO.
A job well done, but of course, never ending.
I welcome Andy Batty into Richard’s shoes and have no doubt that he will continue the good
work. But I hope he will have a quiet time in post, with his feet up and nothing to do!!!!
We certainly have some challenges down the road; EASA exit, increased bureaucracy, even if
short term, changes to medical requirements and licensing and of course, all this at the same
time we all have to go searching for jumbo packs of toilet rolls!
But, if we all work together and help each other, we should be able to smooth out the bumps
along the way.
Ian Ashton - CFI

N.B. This report was submitted before the club’s temporary
suspension of activities, which is why it doesn’t specifically
address issues related to the pandemic. The “challenges”
Ian talks about will still be there when we recommence
flying however, and they will likely be more acute by then,
which makes his concerns even more pressing. - Ed.
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USAF vs US Navy Pilots
Bob Norris is a former Naval aviator who also did a 3-year exchange tour with the Air Force
flying the F-15 Eagle. He is now an accomplished author of entertaining books about US Naval
Aviation, including "Check Six" and "Fly-Off". In response to a letter from an aspiring fighter
pilot on which military academy to attend, Bob replied with the following.

Young Man,
Congratulations on your selection to both the Naval and Air Force
Academies. Your goal of becoming a fighter pilot is impressive and a
fine way to serve your country. As you requested, I'd be happy to share
some insight into which service would be the best choice. Each service
has a distinctly different culture. You need to ask yourself "Which one
am I more likely to thrive in?"
USAF Snapshot: The USAF is exceptionally well organized and well run.
Their training programs are terrific. All pilots are groomed to meet
high standards for knowledge and professionalism. Their aircraft are
top-notch and extremely well maintained. Their facilities are excellent.
Their enlisted personnel are the brightest and the best trained. The
USAF is homogeneous and macro. No matter where you go, you'll know what
to expect, what is expected of you, and you'll be given the training
and tools you need to meet those expectations. You will never be put in
a situation over your head. Over a 20-year career, you will be home for
most important family events. Your Mom would want you to be an Air
Force pilot... so would your wife. Your Dad would want your sister to
marry one.
Navy Snapshot: Aviators are part of the Navy, but so are black shoes
(surface warfare) and bubble heads (submariners). Furthermore, the Navy
is split into two distinctly different Fleets (West and East Coast).
The Navy is heterogeneous and micro. Your squadron is your home; it may
be great, average, or awful. A squadron can go from one extreme to the
other before you know it. You will spend months preparing for cruise
and months on cruise. The quality of the aircraft varies directly with
the availability of parts. Senior Navy enlisted are salt of the earth;
you'll be proud if you earn their respect. Junior enlisted vary from
terrific to the troubled kid the judge made join the service. You will
be given the opportunity to lead these people during your career; you
will be humbled and get your hands dirty. The quality of your training
will vary and sometimes you will be over your head. You will miss many
important family events. There will be long stretches of tedious duty
aboard ship. You will fly in very bad weather and/or at night and you
will be scared many times. You will fly with legends in the Navy and
they will kick your ass until you become a lethal force. And some days
- when the scheduling Gods have smiled upon you - your jet will
catapult into a glorious morning over a far-away sea and you will be
drop-jawed that someone would pay you to do it. The hottest girl in the
bar wants to meet the Naval Aviator. That bar is in Singapore.
Bottom line, son, if you gotta ask ...
Colorado.

pack warm and good luck in

Bob Norris

The description of the US Navy reminds me of gliding clubs! - Ged.
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Leaving EASA
It has been decided by the government that we are
leaving the European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) on 1st January 2021.
•
The intention is that all existing rules and regs
currently in place or about to come into force, will be
adopted for at least 2 years.
•

Governance of UK aviation will revert back to CAA control, as it was pre-EASA.

•

What happens with gliding long term is unknown. It is hoped that the CAA will subdelegate control back to the BGA, as it was pre-EASA.

•

As it stands, we will still have to comply with all legislation that was due to
come into force (as if we were still part of EASA)

In terms of gliding, what does this mean for everyone?

Everyone please take note!
•

From 8th April 2021, anyone wishing to fly an EASA registered
glider as PIC (pilot in command) will require a LAPL (Light Aircraft
Pilot Licence) medical, or a Class II medical or above, by that date.

•

This means everyone wanting to fly solo or act as PIC.

•

Those learning to fly (pre-solo) do not need a medical, but one will
be required before first solo.

Sailplane Pilots Licence (SPL)
This is the glider pilot equivalent to a light aircraft pilot licence (PPL)
•

All existing pilots with Bronze C and XC Endorsement qualifications (or those that
achieved their 50km pre XC Endorsement days) need to obtain a Sailplane Pilot’s
Licence before 8th April 2021. This requires an application form to be completed
and submitted to the BGA, along with a LAPL medical, or a Class II or above.

•

If you have the qualifications, but do not obtain an SPL before the deadline, you will be
an unlicensed pilot. You will in effect be a student and require greater supervision. You
will not have any of the privileges of the licence.

•

Anyone pre-SPL standard is a student (those from solo to pre bronze/XC endorsement)

•

When you do apply for the SPL, the licence issued will include any additional
endorsements, ratings and achievements you have obtained already,
(instructor/aerobatics/coach/examiner/cloud flying/self-launcher rating etc.)

The advice is not to leave things to the last minute as the BGA will have a lot of applications
to process.
For further information, click on
https://members.gliding.co.uk/pilot-licensing/pilot-licence-conversion/
SPL application form https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pilots/part-fcl-pilot-licenceconnversion-application-form/
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Chipping Changes
Many of you will be aware that when I became CFI, I started to peel back and change what I
believed to be an overcomplicated flying progression system. Many of the structures that we
had in place had served us very well, but they were outdated and we were no longer aligned
with the wider gliding community and the rules.
Our systems were also updated in order to prepare the club and its pilots for changes to
licensing and the licence privileges that I knew were coming our way. Laws and Rules states
that pilots with Bronze C and XC Endorsement are “qualified pilots”. As such, I believed they
should be treated accordingly. Anyone with those qualifications was upgraded to yellow card
and along with it, the authority to be self-briefing.
Previously only blue card pilots were self-briefing.
The only difference between Yellow and Blue card pilots now is that Blue card pilots have
obtained their Silver C badge (and by default are more experienced).
All clubs and their CFI’s retain the right to apply a greater degree of pilot
supervision/licensing/medical requirements if they so wish. I see no need for any more
significant change.
I am always open to constructive suggestions and ideas if anyone believes the current system
could benefit from further improvement.
Ian Ashton - CFI

Chipping Folk!
In anticipation of his attempt on a Gold Height next
season, Steve Nichols here models his new oxygen
delivery system. He had it custom built, so that it
wouldn’t look out of place in his Olympia.

It was “Bring your
Dog to Work Day”
last month and the
club was delighted
to welcome
Richard Peake’s
pooch Poseidon.
(Even if it did
leave a damp
patch on the
lecture room
carpet!)

And finally, a group of members (and Stella)
admire the hole that Frank had just dug in the
apron ... No one quite knows why he did it,
but he did, so they admired it for him. That’s
what friends are for. It’s great to be a member
of a caring club! - Ed.
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News from the Past!
Mike Cursons has been ploughing through
some old S&G’s and came across the
following club reports from Chipping.
The first one is dated June/July 1988 and
shows we used to have inclement spring
weather then as well!

BLACKPOOL & FYLDE (Chipping)
Out of a possible 13 weekends we have only flown on 2½ but it has meant that the new glider/
trailer workshop was completed within six months.
We have three additions to the private fleet - two more Skylarks and a T-53, and the EoN Baby
syndicate celebrated the aircraft's 40th birthday with a gathering of those who had flown it.
Val Howells.
Also later, from 1994
Bowland Forest (Chipping Airfield)
We have had good soaring weather and cross-country
opportunities. George Wearing flew 300km: Barry Crellin has
gone solo and Steve Robinson and Daren Evans have AEI
rating.
The rebuild of the YST-53 was recently completed along with
a new paint job, and very smart it looked on its maiden flight
in May. As always, a warm welcome awaits all visitors.
Steve Robinson
As a bonus, in the 1994 issue, Mike also found a photo of a
young(er) Bob Pettifer! Thanks Mike! - Ed.

Bill Cooke with instructor Bob Pettifer
after his first solo.

The Truth About Flying
THE FOUR FORCES OF FLIGHT

DREAMS

.

MONEY

CAA
REALITY
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Coronavirus Timeline
Well That Escalated Quickly!
March 15th 2020
The next weeks and months will be difficult for everyone and in
this fast moving situation, whether we can continue to operate
at all may be taken out of our hands, but until it is:
Nobody should visit the club if they have even the slightest
respiratory symptoms - we have to protect each other.
Anyone who feels that they should socially isolate themselvesespecially if they are over 70, have other health problems or are
caring for someone vulnerable -should do so.
Do not worry about whether you are on duty- this applies to instructors and duty crewsthose people who choose to go to the club will organise themselves, assuming it’s flyable and
assuming there are enough people on any given day.
Everyone will make different decisions about the level of risk they are
comfortable with and they should be allowed to do this.
Finally, please remember the advice about hand washing and please
concentrate your cleaning activities at the club on the high contact areas door handles, taps and toilet handles, work surfaces, tables, kettle
handles etc.
- Tracy Ashton (aka Dr Tracy Hiles - BGA medical advisor)
Also March 15th
The Club Chairman has also contacted me to say that the Committee will
continue to monitor Government and BGA advice in respect of Coronavirus and will notify
members should this advice impact directly upon our operation. - Ed.
March 16th
I hate to do this, but in the light of today's Government advice, the club will be closed down
with immediate effect until the end of March. At that time the position will be reviewed and,
if at all possible (although it currently looks unlikely) we will re-open. This decision has been
taken with the full knowledge of our CFI
For the avoidance of any doubt, that means that there will be no flying from today and no
one should travel to the club for any other purpose, unless it is essential.
The advice today is that all non-essential contact should be avoided, as should unnecessary
travel... In no way can I see that travelling to the club to fly could be considered to be
necessary or essential. Neither do I think we would be endearing ourselves to our neighbours
if they saw us flying around while they are all stuck at home doing as they have been asked.
Further advice relates to the over 70s and people with underlying health conditions, who are
advised to stay at home. This advice applies to a number of our members who will now be
staying away from the club.
We also learned today that the French Authorities are grounding all pilots, including
paragliders (and by extension almost certainly glider pilots) to avoid any unnecessary burden
upon the emergency services. I suspect that it will only be a matter of time before the UK
follows suit.
I have asked the BGA for advice and will share anything I learn. Sorry folks but there is no
option.
- Richard Turpin
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A Flight to Remember!
Sometimes, I find the most satisfying
flights are not necessarily the 300kms or
3-hour soars. They are the flights where
you feel you’ve managed to make the
most of the conditions on an unpromising
day and pulled off a winner.
Last June, I was on the first day of an
expedition to Saltby, so I’d just rigged
my Ventus and towed it out onto Runway
07. (For those of you who know Saltby,
that’s a long morning’s work on a hot
summer’s day!)
It was a high pressure day with little
wind and not much was happening at the
launch point. Basically, they were just
flying a series of desultory circuits. Later in the expedition, I might have even decided not to
bother and stayed in the clubhouse. However, I’d just arrived and I’d spent all morning
rigging a glider, so I was determined to launch and at least get the feel of the controls again,
just to start the holiday off.
The sky was largely blue with some high top-cover, but there was one line of cumulus cloud
off to the north of the airfield over towards Belvoir Castle. Fortunately, at Saltby, they have a
Eurofox as well as the winch, so I had a chat with the tuggie and asked to be dropped near
the cloud at 2,000ft.
Off we set and as we approached, I realised that cloudbase was at about 1,500ft, so I had a
decision to make as to whether to release early to tuck in under the cloud, or take my full
2,000ft as arranged. I decided to stay with the launch, figuring that I was probably going to
release and then beat the tug back to the airfield anyway, so I might as well stay up as long
as I could and make the most of it! On release, I decided to fly closer to the cloud and bimble
around nearby until I’d descended enough to get under cloudbase and see if there was any lift
to be found there.
In the event, I arrived at the side of the cloud a few hundred feet above cloudbase and as I
was “below 3,000ft, clear of cloud and in sight of the ground”, I decided it would be OK to
turn to the left and fly along the edge of the cloud. And that was when I found some weak lift!
It was then that I realised why this was the only defined cloudbank in the sky. It was being
created by a weak sea-breeze
front, slowly approaching from
the Wash. The ½ knot of lift
continued and strengthened as I
flew back and forth, treating the
cloud as if it was a ridge and
after 15 to 20 minutes of very
cautious soaring up and down
the bank, I found myself at the
top of the cloud at just under
3,000ft!
I then happily flew back and
forth above my white ridge for
another 20 minutes or so,
enjoying the views over the
Lincolnshire countryside and the
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usual exhilaration of finding myself,
once again, in the cockpit of my
beautiful aircraft and floating free.
And then finally, as was bound to
happen, I turned one last 180° for
another beat to the east and
discovered that the cloud line
behind me, that had served me so
well, had dissipated and
disappeared. The sea breeze front
had petered out!
The rest of the tale is inevitable.
From that moment on, I didn’t
meet the tiniest bubble of lift again
and slowly descended in still air, back to the circuit and a landing amongst my jealous fellow
pilots. That unexpected sea breeze had made my day and I was very fortunate to find myself
in exactly the right place at the right time. No one else managed to contact it during the short
time that it lasted and for me, it turned an expensive 15 minute extended circuit into a
thoroughly enjoyable and memorable hour in the air. I’d like more like that in future please!
- Keith Clarke

Back to Basics!

For too long, aviation has allowed itself to be carried away
with new and ever more complicated technologies. (And
just look where that’s got Boeing for instance!)
So, visionary people have started pushing for an ‘Arts and
Craft’ movement in aircraft design and manufacture,
which has led to a number of intriguing breakthroughs.
In the picture above, you can see what happens when
basket weavers are allowed free rein in the design of
fuselages. And on the right, a traditional wheelwright
makes final adjustments to a sturdy all-wooden wheel for
a fighter aircraft. Traditional trades brought in to assist
modern needs. It’s a breath of fresh air in this age of
techno-madness. - Ed.
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Scene from Above

Opportunities for flying around Chipping have been rather limited recently, so this time I bring you a fine photo that I took
on my last flight at the end of January, flying overhead Ryll and looking towards Conway Bay and the Menai Strait.

Some Reading for You!

During the current Covid-19 pandemic the website will continue to be
updated. Please cast your eye over it regularly for changes.
In the meantime, in this time of no flying and self-isolation, you may find
yourself looking for some good reading matter. Can I recommend the
recently updated publications that are to be found on our website.
For example, Trevor has done an excellent job renewing the information on
his Ground Operations PowerPoint presentation. Have
you had a chance to study it yet? And then, there is the
updated “Skyway Code - Version 2” from the CAA.
Meanwhile, the BGA has made changes to its
publication “Managing Flying Risks”. This is
essential reading for all glider pilots. And they
have also released the 2019 Accident Review.
These four important publications are available via
the club website, or you can click on the icons on
this page to link to them.
Happy Reading! - Ed.
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Booking a Flight?
The Priority Booking System is Now Live
As mentioned in the previous newsletter in December and discussed and agreed by our
committee, it has been my intention to trial some sort of “pre-booking” system for lessons.
This initially on a very limited basis to determine if it works, if it is appreciated by members
and if it is used by members, but above all to try to retain those newer members that get fed
up along the way and drop out quickly after joining us.
There are very few “new faces” around and without new blood and newer members getting to
solo, we lose potential duty crews, winch drivers, and of course the pool of future instructors
completely dries up. It’s then game over.
We have a fabulous club, with great facilities and very friendly people within it. I also believe
we have some of the most dedicated and experienced instructors in the country. We have
instructors that excel at teaching the basics, those that have a lot of cross-country experience
and even those that like seeing the world from upside down!
It would be a shame for a club like ours to dwindle in numbers. We have to try new things
and adapt, hence the booking system trial.
The great news is that this “trial” booking system is now live and lesson slots can be booked
for weekends, one slot A.M and one P.M for now. It is currently a manual process, (I get your
email, update a file and upload it to our website). There will be a delay from you sending an
application, to me updating the system. All booking requests will be on a first come basis
from when I receive your email.
A few basic rules
•

A slot can be booked by any full/junior member

•

Only one booking at once will be allowed in order to give everyone a fair share. (You
can’t pre-book every Saturday for the rest of the year!!)

•

When you have used your slot, you can immediately request another one.

•

If you fail to turn up having booked a slot, this isn’t fair. If you can’t make it, please
cancel it so that someone else can benefit.

•

There is no guarantee to fly, (weather
etc.) but a reserved slot will have a
degree of priority on the flying list.

•

You will still be expected to do your bit
whilst at the club. (We all need to help
to run a day. This is not a turn up, fly
and go home immediately facility.)

The BFGC booking page is here
https://www.bfgc.co.uk/bookings.html
Ian Ashton - CFI
N.B. Once again, this article was submitted
before the Covid-19 suspension of club activities.
However, once the club re-opens, there will be a
great many members needing checks in 2-seaters,
so this system could be an excellent way for you
to get current again as soon as possible. - Ed
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Back to the Future!

After our experiences last winter
and spring, with excessive rain,
standing water and the swathes
of deep mud that covered large
parts of the airfield, the
committee got their heads
together and came up with a
cunning plan to replace the current retrieve vehicles with something that will be able to cope
with the worsening conditions that we’re seeing in these times of global warming. Above,
you can see them carrying out successful trials last month with a tracked vehicle that even
managed to get up to the top end with no problems. (It did leave some rather deep ruts on
Ashton Meadows however, but they’re working on that!) Well done lads! - Ed.

You’re Joking!

The Three Rules of Aviation:
Don’t get higher above the ground than you care to fall.
Never miss a chance to take a leak.
Don’t land until you get to the airfield
How do you know when there’s a pilot in the room?
He tells you.
Last autumn, the CAA flight examiner showed up at the appointed time at the North Pole to
administer Santa’s annual flight checks.
Santa was flabbergasted when the examiner showed up armed, holding a shotgun. Santa
climbed into the sleigh on the left side and took the reins and the examiner climbed in on
the right, cradling the shotgun in his lap. Santa couldn’t contain his curiosity any more and
asked abut the shotgun. The examiner was coy, but said, “I don’t know. Let’s just say that
you might lose one on take-off.”
Have you hear about the pilot with perfect weather, too long a runway,
too fast a plane and too much fuel? ... No? ... Neither has anyone else!
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BFGC XC Expedition Group
Following the successful involvement of BFGC members in the Pocklington
Two-Seater competition in August 2019, the two instructors at that
event, Pete Desmond and John Klunder, came up with the idea of
forming a group of BFGC pilots interested in cross-country
flying from alternative sites.
With the ever-expanding airspace in the North of
England, it is becoming increasingly
difficult for pilots to conduct crosscountry glider flights from Chipping, particularly for
pilots looking to complete their Silver Distance. The
predominant westerly air flow means that damp
airmasses typically travel in from Morecambe Bay,
restricting the cross-country opportunities from Chipping on
days when other parts of the UK are enjoying good conditions.
This situation is very frustrating for budding cross-country
pilots at our site.
Whilst much is done to train pilots up through solo and to Bronze, we have a growing band of
post-solo pilots with Bronze and Cross-Country Endorsements, anxious to undertake the Silver
Distance and progress to full Silver C. Given the aforementioned challenges, one solution is to
organise bespoke trips to a soarable site. The objective would be to have a group of sufficient
numbers to travel down to a pre-arranged site at relatively short notice, based on short-term
weather forecasts, to provide support and opportunities for individuals wishing to complete
cross-country badge flights. Two experienced cross-country instructors (Pete and John) are
available to support this initiative. After researching available sites we have chosen Husbands
Bosworth (Hus Bos) as being in a good location for soaring opportunities and within
reasonable driving distance, although overnight stays will be required.
We have identified those budding cross-country pilots at Chipping who would like to participate
in this initiative. We will monitor weather forecasts and watch out for potential good crosscountry windows. Typically, this would be where we anticipate a cold front passing over the
country with appropriate light to moderate winds following. A social media group will be used
to canvass interest from the potential participants (e.g. Facebook Group, Messenger or
WhatsApp).
When a suitable window has been identified, the group will be contacted for interested
candidates for anything from one to three-day excursions to Hus Bos. Those who wish to be
included in specific trips will need to sort their own transport and accommodation. If they
have their own gliders, they will be expected to have roadworthy trailers and suitable tow
vehicles. There will be limited opportunity to also use a BFGC single seater, most probably one
of the two single-seat Astirs. Pete is also current on Hus Bos’s motor glider, which should,
potentially, be available for field selection and navigation refresher training if required.
Of course, this will only work if all participants commit to the venture,
work together and support each other. Assuming we have that ...
all we need now is the weather!
- Pete & John
N.B. John and Pete submitted this article (and the
one about Pocklington on page 18) before the current
pandemic measures came into place. However, they
have contacted me since and assured me that they
are keen to carry out all that they say in these articles
just as soon as the situation returns to normal. - Ed,
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Ged’s Gems!
“All of us could take a lesson from the weather, it
pays absolutely no attention to criticism.”
Asking what a pilot thinks about EASA is like
asking a tree what it thinks about dogs.
Priorities –
1.

Fly

2.

Fly some more

- Robert ‘Hoot’ Gibson, Test Pilot and Astronaut
Leaked photo of NASA taking
the sun down for maintenance.

“Real pilots fly anything”
- Ged!

LOOKOUT!
Peter
Re your article “Lookout!”
in the December 2019 issue
of this newsletter, there is
nothing “surprising” that the
Silvair had no nav lights,
strobe lights etc. visible as:
1.

Such lights are not mandatory

2.

Many light aircraft do not have any lights

3.

Many light aircraft do not even have electrical systems

4.
Even if an aircraft has nav lights it usually wouldn’t
have them on in daytime.
So, as you imply, the moral is LOOKOUT !

Oops!
It’s not just people with retractable undercarriages who
can have problems with their take offs and landings.
This picture adds a whole new urgency to the idea of
responsible on-going maintenance programmes and
carrying out a thorough pre-flight test!
Sometimes, the gremlins have a field day and you’ll find
yourself covered in egg. (And dust and engine parts!)
- Ed.
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Medical Matters
Proving Medical Fitness to Fly- (An Insider’s guide!)
As most of you know, as well as being a GP, I have been one of the
medical advisors to the BGA for the past few years.
From 8th April 2021, anyone wanting to be pilot in command of an
EASA aircraft, will need a LAPL medical, or higher, to prove their
medical fitness to fly and to obtain an SPL.
To find out how this will apply to you, go to the CAA website and have a
look at this document:
Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence (LAPL) Medical Certificate – A Quick Guide
for GPs
www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Pilot-licences/Applications/Medical/Apply-for-a-LAPLmedical-certificate
It contains a list of medical conditions. If you have any of them, your GP will not be able to
perform a LAPL medical. You will need to see an AME (Aeromedical examiner) for your
medical.
If you have no medical issues, your GP MAY be able to complete the medical for you.
DO NOT EVEN THINK ABOUT CONTACTING YOUR GP ABOUT THIS AT THE PRESENT
TIME – AT THE TIME OF WRITING, DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC, ALL ROUTINE
WORK IS BEING SUSPENDED- YOU WILL NOT GET AN APPOINTMENT AND YOUR GP
WILL NOT BE INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING THIS WITH YOU- THE FOLLOWING ONLY
APPLIES ONCE THE WORST OF THE PANDEMIC IS OVER.
GP’s are contracted by the NHS to provide “General Medical Services” (which includes the
diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic disease, health promotion activity and the
completion of various statutory forms such as sick notes etc).
Performing medicals to participate in sports, such as gliding, is classed as private work, and
GPs are entitled to decline to do it. If they do agree, they are entitled to charge a fee.
With increasing NHS workload, many GPs are refusing this type of work, particularly if it
seems too complex or risky.
My top tips are:
1

Download the Quick Guide for GPs, take it into the practice, leave it with them, and
then ask if you can have a telephone consultation with one of the GPs to discuss it.

2

Nurse practitioners, doctors in training (who may be called a Foundation doctor, GP
trainee or GP registrar), or locums, are unlikely to be able to help. If possible, try to
find out which doctors are partners in the practice and speak to one of them.

3

The medical itself is very similar to an HGV medical, which most GPs will be familiar
with. Unlike the HGV medical, it does require your GP to register with the CAA on-line
first and to complete the medical forms on-line.

4

The LAPL medical requires assessment of near and intermediate vision as well as
distance vision. The HGV medical only requires distance vision. Most GPs will not have
the equipment to assess near and intermediate vision. I would advise that you get a
full eye test, including visual field tests, from your optician before seeing your GP and
ask the optician to write down the results.
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If your GP declines to perform a LAPL medical for you,
you will need to see an AME.
Details of how to contact an AME are available from
the CAA website
www.caa.co.uk/medical
It is likely that the AME will want information about
your medical condition from your GP records, before
he/she can make a decision about your fitness to fly.
You are entitled to access all information from your
medical records after November 1991. To access
copies of your medical records, you do not need to see
your GP, the practice manager should be able to
advise you on the procedure.
There is increasing ability for patients to access some or all of their records on-line, again the
practice manager would be able to advise, or you may find information on your practice
website.
Meanwhile, there is lobbying by the BGA, together with other aviation sporting organisations,
to the Department of Transport and the CAA, to try to maintain the ability of recreational
pilots to self-declare. There is a compelling evidence base that demonstrates that selfdeclaration for pilots of aircraft <2000 kg (all gliders) is safe and presents minimal risk for
uninvolved third parties.
It is believed that the Department of Transport and the CAA are sympathetic, but it would
only apply to flying within the UK and there is no current timescale. Unless something is
agreed, EASA rules will apply. Self-declaration privileges MIGHT return in future, but it is
doubtful that this will happen before the deadline and the BGA approach is that pilots should
prepare to obtain an SPL.
If you wish to obtain any individual advice you can contact me directly via my work email
address:
tracy.hiles@nhs.net
- Tracy Ashton

Dressed for the Job!
Ever mindful of the need for
care and social distancing in
these troubled times, two
members of the committee
bravely grab the best gear to
hand for a trip out to the
corner shop to buy some tea
bags, loo rolls and
paracetamol for the clubhouse.
Thanks guys! - Ed.
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Pocklington 2-Seater Comp 2020
Last year, six of us went over to Pocklington in August
for the 2-seater competition. It was the first time for
some years that Bowland Forest have taken part,
though I believe it used to be a regular event on the
calendar. We had a great time, learned a lot and
weren’t disgraced on the scoresheet. So, encouraged
by that, we’re planning to go back this year if there’s
enough interest. This is all part of a grand plan to
encourage and support cross-country flying by
Bowland Forest members - You’ll find another
initiative, the BFGC XC Expedition Group, described
elsewhere in this newsletter. (Cf. page 15 - Ed.)
So what’s the 2-Seater Competition all about then?
Competition sounds scary. Well yes, it is a competition,
but a fairly laid back one. It’s been running since 1985
and has become a bit of an institution with many
competitors going back year after year. There will be
some very competent pilots taking part with a variety
of kit from very fancy high-performance gliders
through ordinary training gliders to old wooden ships. Some are seriously in it to win it, but
most - like us - see it more as a fun XC development exercise. It’s very friendly and there is a
lively social calendar with entertainment laid on most evenings. So actually, not so scary as
you might think.
That said, any competition has an element of pressure and the 2SC has its share. You will
need to get to the briefing on time, help prep the glider/maps/nav aids/loggers and get the
glider on the grid, and be ready to launch when the call is given. That can be a bit of a rush,
particularly if the glider has to be rigged first. The tasks are designed to be flexible, allowing
for the wide range of glider performance and pilot ability, and the handicapping system gives
everyone a fair chance. There are no held starts, you can set off when you are ready. The
scores aren’t the main thing for us, just so long as everyone enjoys the experience and learns
from it. But to get the best out of it, we do need to
make a fair attempt at flying each task and that means
there will be a very real risk of landing out. We did our
share of that last year, as the picture above shows!
Pete Desmond took part last year, but unfortunately
can’t do this year, due to being on the management
team for an inter-services competition which clashes.
Nigel Dickenson has stepped into his shoes, so we have
two instructors and plan to take two gliders, BF1 and
EWP. Last year we took one instructor and two P2s per
glider, and that worked well. Enough bodies to cope with
rigging, de-rigging and retrieves, but not too many, so
everyone got a reasonable amount of flying. Ideally,
we’ll do the same again, but we’ll see how many want to
go and will try to accommodate everyone.
If you’re interested in taking part, or think you might be,
whether as instructor or P2, then please get in touch.
The competition is Sunday 23rd to Sunday 30th August,
over the August bank holiday week and we’d be taking
the gliders over on Saturday 22nd.
- John Klunder
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It’s a Challenge!

We’ve got a little project for you! The committee has tentatively been looking into the
possibility of getting a tug for the club for a while now, so when someone offered Malcolm
and Tony a second-hand Pawnee at an absolute bargain price, they were very tempted. The
dealer said it was 15 years old, had one relatively careful owner and was going for only
£3,000 because it had some cosmetic hangar rash and needed a lick of paint and a little TLC
before it would be ready to take to the air again. The only problem was that they’d have to
accept it “sight unseen” as it had been impounded and locked away in a secure hangar at an
airfield. The owner needed the £3,000 to settle his debts and then it would be released.
All business completed, Malcolm and Tony were at the airfield, full of excited anticipation,
when the Pawnee was rolled out. And that was when they realise that TLC meant Totally
Lousy Condition! However, being the stoical positive gents that they are, they decided that
the club could take this on as a restoration project. After all, we’re not flying just now and
we have no end of engineering talent and time on our hands. So, volunteers needed! After
what was managed with the Phoenix, this should be a doddle! By the way, does anyone
know where we might get our hands on a pair of wings - cheap? - Ed.

Editor’s Endbit

This has been one of the strangest Newsletters I have written! A lot of the content was
submitted before the full extent of pandemic restrictions became apparent. Hopefully, the
suspension of flying will be relatively short and all that you see here will again become
relevant (and probably quite urgent by then). In the meantime everybody, take good care of
yourselves and stay safe. I look forward to the day when we can all meet again in the
sunshine at a bustling launch point.
Meanwhile, there will still be a newsletter coming to you in June, so if you have time on your
hands, this would be a great opportunity for you to share your thoughts and experiences
with the rest of us. The deadline date for the next newsletter will be Sunday, 7th June. As
always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your submissions at any time and I’ll
keep them safe until the deadline. Please send all copy to my e-mail address at
soaringkeith@gmail.com
Thanks.
Keith Clarke - Editor

