June 2011

Welcome!
Welcome to the first issue of the resurrected BFGC Newsletter. We hope that you’ll enjoy reading it,
and we also hope that you’ll rush to send in contributions for future issues. A good newsletter
depends on the quality and quantity of the items submitted, and the last thing any of us wants to do
is sit around reading what the editor thinks about gliding! Please put us all out of my misery and
think hard about what you could contribute to the next edition.
Initially, we intend to produce four issues a year, (roughly, in June, September, December and
March), but it really depends on you. If there is a lot to be said, and the flow of contributions is there,
I would be only too pleased to add additional issues, or step up the regularity.
If you are reading this on a piece of paper, please remember that it was actually designed to be read
as a pdf file on a computer screen, and that’s where you’ll see it at its best. If you have any
problems getting hold of, or viewing a pdf copy, let me know and we’ll see if we can overcome them.
Keith Clarke (Editor)

In this Issue

In this bumper “first of many” issue, we bring you a broad range of interesting, informative and
thought-provoking articles, mixed with a fair sprinkling of utter nonsense and a bit of eye-candy. If
you like it, let me know, and if there are bits you can’t stand or things you would rather see instead,
let me know that too, and we’ll see if we can’t develop a first-rate club newsletter between us.
Page 1

-

You’re reading page 1 - You know what’s on page 1 - You don’t need me to tell you
what’s on page 1!

Page 2

-

The CFI’s digest. Make sure you read, note and inwardly - well, ‘digest’ it actually.
There will be tests later!

Page 3

-

“Falling With Flair” - a report by Dave Gethin on his success in the 2011 National
Aerobatics Championships at Saltby.

Page 4

-

Letters to the Editor - Well actually only one flooded in, but it’s there.

Page 5

-

Winchy matters from John Harter and some flying quotes I took a shine to.

Page 6

-

Lateral insights into the airfield groundsmen and the CFI

Page 7

-

Some pleas and reminders from the Safety Officer. Stay safe - safe is good!

Page 8

-

The Treasurer gets some stuff off his chest, (if not out of it!) and a picture
from on high.

Page 9

-

A report on the recent Eden Soaring expedition.

Page 10

-

A report on an unexpected visitor to the airfield and a plea from me for stuff for the
next issue (yes, “again!” - but it’s important!)

The editorial team, of course, reserves the right to refuse or amend articles if necessary. In this
issue, for example, we had to turn down a detailed, second by second report from Mike Blocksidge
and Laura Maksymowicz on their prize-winning cross country flight at Easter, (on the grounds that it
was too short!) And I left out the list of pilots banned from flying solo; partly because you’ve all
seen it, but mostly because I’m on it (too much time spent writing this thing!) Don’t be deterred,
send in your articles and you’ll see them in print in no time!
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CFI’s Digest
June 2011
Firstly may I say thanks to Keith for reviving the club newsletter. After such a long absence I think it
will be avidly read.
By the time you read this, we will have just finished our umpteenth year exhibiting at Myerscough
College and if it was anything like the previous ones, been very successful at informing local people of
where we are and why we love doing what we do. It’s always quite humorous to see people’s faces
light up when they are presented with a full-size glider in such a setting. It’s a bit like the Spanish
Inquisition - they didn’t expect that!
Easter Competition
Everyone I have spoken to has told me how much they enjoyed this event and whilst the weather
didn’t play ball (does it ever?) it was heartening to see everyone entered into the spirit and had a go. It
goes to show that we can achieve more than just bash up and down a hill and I’m sure we’ll do
something similar again in the future.
Airspace Infringement
I know quite a few of you are planning trips to other sites this year to bag a few claims. Whatever
these may be, good luck to you and ensure you stay clear of any airspace you are not allowed to use.
AIS, Spine and other relevant software will help you achieve this.
Instructors
Congratulations to Andy Spray who recently achieved his B.I. rating. To ensure the club’s future needs
we also have Graeme Alexander and Graham Settle currently undergoing B.I. training whilst Paul Kamp
is training for his Ass Cat. I know this sometimes take an aircraft off line for more flights than is usual,
but it is important that all candidates get the appropriate preparation, so please bear with us.
Safety
Can we all please make a conscious effort to ensure that BFGC do not become part of the annual
statistics. If you see anything on the ground or in the air that is a concern, then tell the relevant
person in charge.
Daily Inspections
You should all be aware now that a club or private glider can only be DI’d by a pilot with a minimum
qualification of Bronze Badge/Glider Pilot’s Licence. In conjunction with the inspectors, the club is
putting a new training scheme in place to reflect this change, so keep an eye on the CFI’s notice board
for more information.
Note: Laws and Rules RP 14 refers that independent checks must be made and noted in the DI book.
This goes for all private owners as well.
Launch Point Manning
This subject was brought up in a previous CFI’s digest and completely ignored until a recent bout of
emails complaining about a lack of people to help run the operation seemed to spur people on. Enough
said I think!
Bronze Course Lectures
These can be a bit daunting, not only to prepare but also to present; speaking from experience,
standing in front of a group of people doesn’t always come naturally, so thanks to all the instructors
who helped over the winter period for giving up their time to do so.
A&B Leagues
We now have a “Champion” to run these leagues - Eileen Littler. Eileen will be promoting them both
during the year to remind you to claim your points and any shiny silverware at the AGM if you win.
Happy flying!
Phil Punt CFI
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"Second place... Charles Baker"...
the moment I realised that I am
UK Glider Aerobatic Champion,
Intermediate Class; a title
somewhat less grand than it
sounds. In practice, it meant
beating the other two guys who
are inclined to compete at this
class in this niche sport!
It was a remarkable event in
what had been a terrible season
for me. In 2010, my chosen
mount was a Letov Lunak,
which I had bought a share of,
just prior to the BGA not
re-issuing an aerobatic C of A
for it. (It's an Annexe 2 glider). Lots of engineering analysis later, things are looking more hopeful,
but there was no way it was going to be ready for the nationals. Likewise, BF1 was declared nonaerobatic near the start of the year. (If the rudder pedal loops are replaced **PLEASE** be careful
with them!). I'd be flying Saltby's K21, then!
For those who I haven't bored to death on this topic so far, flying competition aerobatics involves
using the Aresti system, named after a Spanish aviator. This is not about graceful linking of gentle
manoeuvres but much more about precision flying, which is the basis for all safe aerobatics. You
start from an aerotow 4000ft up at the top of a 1km cube of sky known as 'the box'. You fly a
sequence, starting with a perfect score for each figure and overall factors such as positioning and
harmony. Then judges knock points off, based on various technical parameters; even giving the
infamous 'hard zero' for reasons such as the wrong figure is flown, or the aircraft stalls out of a
figure. The better the judges are, the more faults they see and the lower the scores. (That's my
excuse and I'm sticking to it). The scores are then aggregated through a statistical 'Fairplay' system
to remove judging bias and favour the better judges.
An intermediate class competition consists of four sequences, which include sustained inverted
flight:
"Known" - released at the beginning of the year and practised to perfection. Err... not!.. due to the
limitations on BF1 and the arrival of our little one I hadn't flown this at all. Actually, I hadn't rolled
since August 2010!
"Free" - designed by the pilot using certain variety rules, but favouring what the pilot and aircraft
are good at. *Ahem* actually designed frantically in the 3 hours before finally deciding to enter the
competition and avoiding rolls on 45 degree downlines at all costs, consequently including figures
that a K21 just cannot be persuaded to do well while obeying the laws of physics.
"Unknown 1 and 2" - A sequence devised by the contest director / chief judge which the pilots
have never flown before. My chance to shine!
Fortunately, my prayer was answered and 2 days of decent weather preceded the competition; thus
began 2 frantic days of practice, building up confidence in rolling again, then working on the known
and free sequences.
I started with a respectable known sequence. Fortunately for myself and Charles, Lionel, flying the
Swift (that's the leaner, meaner single-seat ancestor of the Fox!) suffered from a senior moment
and flew some figures in the wrong order, thus levelling the playing field.
The second day brought winds of over 25 knots at altitude. This is a problem in the K21 as all scores
are absolute. (There is no handicap for glider type or conditions). This meant that, turbulence
included, I would be using all of +5/-3g flight envelope available at high speed in the venerable '21.
My first unknown also went well, barring the fact that I ran out of altitude and aborted at 1100 feet.
This won the respect of the chief judge, but dropped the points for two figures. All the same, the
score was good.
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The final day came and went with me feeling good about how I'd flown Unknown 2, but without
knowledge of the judges' scores until prize-giving. As it turned out, I'd beaten Charles by one of the
narrowest margins in a long time.
So... I have come as far as a K21 will allow. Assuming the Lunak is certified aerobatic, then tailslides,
rolling turns and pushes to uplines await in advanced class... but I think unlimited will have to wait
for a while!
I have several in-cockpit videos of the sequences, which I'll be putting on YouTube in due course and,
no doubt, will be showing at the club.
Finally, I'd like to thank many of you who have helped my in my aerobatic career so far, especially
Ged (for checking me out on behalf of CFIs past) and Croft (for helping me prepare DSU for the 2009
Power vs. Glider match).
More details on aerobatics in general at http://aerobatics.org.uk
Dave Gethin

4

BFGC Newsletter - June 2011
Considerable work has been done over the winter to change the way
that the Skylaunch guillotines are maintained and tested.
Gone are the monthly test firings, which have been replaced by a
system of scheduled maintenance, lubrication and inspection. This
will assure the functionality of the guillotine system without the
penalty of increased wear and tear, and potential damage caused by
repeated firings.
The maintenance procedures are available in the winch and I urge all
of you to have a look at them the next time you have a quiet period
during a winch duty. (Especially, if you are having trouble nodding off!)
Considerable thanks go to Colin Hankinson for his efforts in producing the necessary paper chase.
Thanks, also, to all those who took the time to help with the ‘sanity check’ of the procedures. You
know who you are!
We are currently evaluating the relative merits of 4.5 and 5.0mm cable, so the Skylaunch is fitted
with 4.5mm on the left drum and 5.0mm on the right drum. Please use the appropriate ferrules,
should any repairs be required.
The observant ones among you may have noted that the left (4.5) cable has a join in the middle,
(the result of using up the ends of two rolls of cable). This joint ‘pulled out’ after about six weeks use,
presumably the result of wear to the ferrules. Winch drivers, please check the condition of this joint
at the beginning of flying operations and renew it if you have any concerns as to its suitability.
John Harter

Some thought-provoking words on flying for you:
I take the paraglider to the mountain or I roll [my Cessna] out of her hangar and I pick the prettiest
part of the sky and I melt into the wing and then into the air, till I'm just soul on a sunbeam.
- Richard Bach
More than anything else the sensation is one of perfect peace mingled with an excitement that strains
every nerve to the utmost, if you can conceive of such a combination.
- Wilbur Wright
They say it's better than sex. It's so much better. It's amazing.
- Angelina Jolie, pilot and actress
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Hats off to Geoff and Dean, they really did us proud this time!
The other week, Geoff and Dean were leaning on their shovels near the main entrance, (as they are
oft wont to do) when a lorry pulled up. The driver and his mate explained that they had a load of
asphalt on the back that was “surplus to requirements” and going cheap, and would they like some?
Never one to turn down a good offer, Geoff jumped at the chance and decided he’d use it to improve
the track up the airfield. The four of them set to shovelling straight away and made short work of the
job. As there was rather a lot of asphalt, the new track ended up rather wider than the old one, and
Geoff finished the job off with some of the white paint left over from the workshop walls. As you can
see above, the transformation was astonishing, and the club gained a brilliant new facility. I think
even I could do a passable crosswind landing on that!
Unfortunately, the story doesn’t have a happy ending, because almost as soon as they had finished,
some local NIMBY was on the phone and within hours, a ‘jobsworth’ from the local council turned up,
getting uppity about “planning permission” and suchlike. To cut a long story short, he demanded that
the new runway be ripped up immediately, and poor old Dean and Geoff ended up doing an all-nighter
on the JCB, putting everything back the way it was! So, the next time you go to the club, you may
not notice much difference, (other than the bags under their eyes) but our thanks to them both for
trying, and to Derek Littler, who happened to be around that day and took the K21 up for a circuit to
get the above photo and prove that, if only for a day, BFGC was a better place!

It’s a little-known fact that BFGC was a
thriving club in the 1940’s and much of
what they did was captured by local
artists of the time. The clothes were a bit
different, but essentially the club was
much as it is now. In each issue, I shall
try to bring you a glimpse of those ‘good
old days’ just over 60 years ago. (Ed.)

The CFI learned
two valuable
lessons that day.
Farmers can be
remarkably nice
people, and
watch what you
do with your
fag-ends while
waiting for a
retrieve!
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Safety Matters
The following is a list of items which I would like to comment on from a safety point of view. Feel free
to send me any of your own thoughts regarding safety matters.
Tractors
Most of us drive them from time to time - some more than others. We used to have a policy that
whenever getting on or off a tractor, we would stop the engine first. It seems like a sensible thing to
do as the gear lever could easily be knocked into gear when getting on or off, so please get back into
the habit whenever possible. As most of the handbrakes are ineffective, the tractor should be left in
gear to prevent it rolling away on a slope.
Another point worth a mention is that, when towing a glider, the driver should not only maintain a
constant lookout for approaching aircraft but more importantly keep looking behind to see whether he
is being signalled by the pilot/instructor to stop or change direction.
Visitors
Our club policy regarding visitors is that they should not be allowed to find their own way to the launch
point, as has happened recently. They must be accompanied by a member who can ensure their safety.
This also applies to returning to the club house.
Workshop
Most of us use the workshop for C of A’s, trailer repairs, projects etc. so it is up to all of us to keep it
tidy. Please don’t leave old rags, bits of wood, tins of paint etc. lying around, as it creates a potential
fire risk. No one wants to clean up other people’s mess, so please use the bins provided and sweep up
when you have finished your job.
Launch marshals
As we are all aware, we have a yellow jacket and a radio for use by the launch marshals. Please ensure
that if you are on duty, you are wearing the jacket and carrying a working air band radio. The jacket
enables everyone, including visitors, to know who is in charge. The radio is vital to warn any aircraft
which might be in conflicting circuits.
It is your responsibility to organize the running of the launch point and to delegate duties to those
people waiting to fly. You should not be inside the DP van, but outside in charge of the operations.
First Aid
I am proposing to create a list of members who have current first aid certificates and would not object
to being called upon to help out should first aid be required.
The list would be kept at the launch point and in the club house. Please let me know if you would like
to participate.
Looking out
It is obvious that we all look out while flying, but some of us switch off after we have landed! There
are always things to watch out for on the ground, such as gliders on the approach, people walking
across the field, tractors towing gliders or going to retrieve them, cables being brought to the launch
point etc. If you see any potential hazards or situations, don’t just watch, say something or tell the
launch marshal. Anyone can shout “STOP.” It makes people look to see what the problem is and may
prevent an accident.
Well that’s enough for now. I’m sure I could find other issues to discuss, but I will save them for
another time. So please enjoy your flying and always stay alert.
Andy Spray (Safety Officer)
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Due to some difficult personal circumstances I have not been able to attend the club very much
recently and the many and varied comments from Cock Hill members when I have been spotted,
(like a rare bird), have kept my sense of humour going, even if I have not been able to fly too
often of late. So what better than a newsletter slot to keep you up-to-date on club finances?
Many other clubs around the country are facing financial difficulties. We, however, are in a
relatively healthy position and enjoy if not the lowest, then certainly one of the lowest
subscription and charges in the country. We manage to do this because we do many things
ourselves that other clubs employ people to do. This has to continue to prevent costs rising and
the inevitable spiral of rising costs, leading to fewer members, who then have to pay even more.
So, help is always welcomed by those who work hard for the club, but even more so, it is
essential if we are to continue as we are into the future. Our healthy finances will now allow us
to invest in some of the things we know are going to need major work and those decisions need
to be taken soon – so all ideas are welcome. Costs are considerable and more than I ever
imagined before taking on the job. For example, we spend considerable amounts of money on
simple things such as electricity, (on average £800 per quarter!!) so please do your best to do
the easy things by switching off lights and thinking of economy. You would be amazed to see
how £200 worth of stone disappears filling a handful of small, damaged patches of field. So take
care of it and drive our tractors carefully. It all helps to keep Bowland Forest an inexpensive and
fun place to fly.
Russ Weaver - Treasurer

The sun catches the wings of a passing Oly on a misty day near Toteridge, with Parlick and Beacon in the distance.
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Eden Soaring
This year’s expedition to the Eden Soaring
site at Skelling Farm was a great success
and many of our members turned up to
take advantage of the Eden Valley’s
particular attractions. In fact, there were
times when I wondered if anybody was left
behind at the club!
The weather was very varied over the two
weeks. I made the mistake of going up on
the first Saturday, pre-booking into a very
nice local inn for the week. By the
Wednesday morning, I hadn’t rigged once
and we had endured almost constant rain and gale force winds, which left us lashing our trailers
down to stop them taking off with the gliders inside! In desperation, I even ended up spending a
day in a Carlisle shopping mall to escape the weather! So on the Wednesday morning, straight after
my full English, I reluctantly booked out of my room, and of course, everything took an immediate
turn for the better! I rigged that day and got a beautiful three-hour flight, ridge soaring up and
down the Crossfell range and then across to Penrith in wave. (After that, I decided to leave my
trailer up there and travelled daily from home whenever the weather looked hopeful).
The airfield itself is “interesting”. The best flying is to be had in Westerlies, which by definition
means cross-wind take-offs and landings. Sometimes, that field can look very small, and the hole in
the dry-stone wall that sits across it can seem to shrink alarmingly, and the 30 foot gully down the
side looms and beckons. As the instructor said at the first briefing, “This isn’t an airfield for
inexperienced flyers, and we don’t do check flights, so make sure you walk the field and work out all
the potential problems before you launch, because it’s too late afterwards!”
They do things differently at Skelling Farm too, and I soon learned to rely on Richard Walker’s local
knowledge. On one occasion, after sitting all day at the airfield watching a constant progression of
showers passing over, Richard suddenly announced that he was going to rig at 4.30pm. I thought he
was mad! I looked into the distance and only saw evidence of many more showers on their way. I
wished him good luck and left to go back to my warm hotel room for a shower and a cuppa. Those
few that stayed rigged in the rain and then, miraculously, the clouds parted for the first time in days
and a beautiful evening sprang up from nowhere, even though it was still raining over the Lakes.
They had 3 hours of ridge soaring in sunshine while I sat in my room cursing a missed opportunity!
Anyone who has visited Skelling Farm will know the pleasures to be had on that 28 mile ridge when
the winds are favourable, and the challenges involved in working out which ridges and gullies to go
for and which to avoid as you try to climb away from the field and establish yourself in the upper air.
The winds were generally kind over the two weeks and we had some very good ridge soaring days,
mixed with wave and good thermals over the valley. Everyone who went managed some memorable
flights and we were all sad to leave when
our convoy of trailers made its weary way
home down the M6 late on the Friday
evening after a long, hot day’s flying.
Many thanks must go to Richard Walker,
Eddie Leech, Bob Calvert and the others at
Eden Soaring for working so hard to make
us welcome and ensuring we were able to
fly whenever the weather permitted, and of
course, a big thank you to Pete Desmond for
organising the trip. I’ve already booked for
next year!
Keith Clarke
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An Unexpected Visitor!

We were up at the top end the other week, just minding our own business, watching the mud dry,
when we got a peculiar downwind call in an American accent. “Chipping Base, Endeavour,
downwind left hand on one-two – beep!” Next thing we knew, this ENORMOUS glider comes on to
finals and hurtles down the field, only stopping when the nose-wheel sank up to its axle in the
stream-bed behind the winch. It’s a shame they made Geoff and Dean take up our posh runway,
because it would have come in handy!
We all shot down there to see what was going on, and the pilot said he was having trouble with his
GPS, and asked which way was Kennedy? Well, we all had a good look on a North England half-mil,
but we couldn’t find it anywhere. (Sounds to me like he needs the Ireland map). He was also
waving a declaration form and claiming a 200,000k, but none of us believed him. In the end, the
CFI wandered over, and as none of the five on board were members of the BGA, he charged them
£100 landing fee and ordered the P1 into the lecture room for a navigation re-training session. So,
as that seemed to be the end of the excitement for the day, we all went off to the clubhouse for a
well-deserved cuppa. Tell you what - it was a bugger to de-rig!

Editor’s Bit

I hope you have enjoyed this issue of the Bowland Forest Gliding Club newsletter and I also hope it
will be the first of many. Its success however, depends on you. I am sure many of you have plans
for expeditions over the summer. Please share your experiences with the rest of us and send in
something for the next issue. I am looking for suggestions, requests, complaints, letters to the
editor, articles, reports on epic flights, photos and anything else you care to send. Go on, inundate
me - I dare you! The deadline date for the next issue will be Sunday the 4th September - I’ll e-mail
2 weeks before to remind you, but you can send stuff to me at any time and I will keep it safe for
the next issue. Send all copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com I look forward to hearing from you soon!
Keith Clarke (Editor).

10

