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X-Country from Chipping?
Just to dispel any myths, it is possible, and more to the point, we positively encourage it. This, of
course, providing that you are suitably qualified, have organised a crew, checked your trailer, and
informed the duty instructor of your intentions.
You will, of course, already have checked Notams for airspace issues.
There is also a X-country book requiring a few details in the DP van. This, so we have an idea of
your route in case you are still missing at dusk.
Go for it! It really is fun and you can stay up without a hill, honest!!!!! (Don't forget to turn your
logger on).
Happy soaring everyone, and whatever your goals, ambitions or aims this summer, I hope you
achieve them.
(And claim the points on the ladder. What do points make???????)
Ian Ashton - DCFI

Appraisals-Queries-Questions
In March this year I sent an e-mail out to all members, encouraging anyone to contact us if they had
any queries or questions, however silly they sounded. I had a good response and answered several
e-mails as well as having a few "chats" at the club. This was not a one-off opportunity, but continues
indefinitely. We will keep all information confidential if you require it, so remember:
•

We positively encourage you to ask questions, at any time, of any Instructor.

• We do hope that everyone feels they can just ask, but if anyone is unsure about any aspect of
their training or progress, we would like to offer you the opportunity to discuss with us, on a one-toone basis.
• If anyone feels that they would benefit from a one-to-one chat to discuss training, or is unsure of
something, please contact us. We will arrange a get-together. I tend to visit more on Saturdays and
Phil tends to be Sundays, but either way, we can organise to have an informal chat etc. (Ad-hoc also
if possible).
Ian Ashton - DCFI
Contact details:
Phil Punt (CFI) phil.gliding@robinsonselectric.co.uk - mob. 07854 230472
Ian Ashton (DCFI) ian.ashton@virgin.net - mob. 07721 620200

Photo by courtesy of James Gerrie
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Winchy Bits
Many of you will have noticed that recently, the
Skylaunch is more reluctant to start when warm. To get
it started, the throttle needs to be opened whilst the
starter is engaged. Just like cars used to be, for those
old enough to remember.
Also there appears to be a gas leak. I believe this leak
is at the slow running mechanism, in what we shall call
the carburettor. This leak seems to pass gas into the
inlet manifold when the engine is stopped, thus causing
the reluctance to start. Further investigation, and a
suitable fix, to follow.
The outcome of all this is that we need to remember to
turn off the gas valves when the winch is put away.
Please try to remember.

Stand-by Winch
In the last newsletter I reported that use of the stand-by winch had highlighted some minor mods
and maintenance issues which needed attention.
Since then, extra side guide rollers have been fitted to the left hand pay-on gear, so they now
match the right hand side and the large vertical rollers have been refurbished. (Thanks to Henry for
the help).
All we need to do now is use it.
P.S. Since writing the above, an opportunity arose to take the Skylaunch out of service for the day
to further investigate the cause of the problem and to operate using the stand-by winch.
This has had two results:1. The Skylaunch is fixed. (I hope! See how it goes.)
2. The stand-by is broken. (Right hand pay out brake cable snapped!)
I write this whilst convalescing from the subsequent suicide attempt!
John Harter

In-Formation!
Our thanks to James Gerrie for
sharing his “first Photoshop
creation” with us.
True to life, Ged is managing to
show impeccable precision in
his airmanship while at the
same time hinting at some
worrying schizophrenic
tendencies!

Please note; it is not editorial policy to
publish Photoshopped images on the
pages of the newsletter, and all photos
shown can confidently be regarded as
genuine originals - honest! (Ed.)

3

Instructor News
Annual check completion deadline.
The vast majority of you have now completed all of the required checks. Well done! I remind you that
anyone still having any checks to complete after 31st May is restricted to 2 seater flying only, until all
checks are completed and signed off.

Launch failure check - changes to requirements.
You should all by now be aware that the requirements for a launch failure check have now changed. See
rule 3.12.3 of the Flying Orders. (In the event that a pilot fails a check, then they must undertake the
check again and pass it before the instructor can sign it off. In the case of the cable break/launch failure
check, if the pilot fails, they will then need two consecutive passes before they can be signed off and will
not be allowed to fly solo until this has happened).

Why the change was required.
This year, we have seen a rise in the number of those failing the check. This has caused us some
concern. Some of the failures have been alarming and, if the instructor had not been present to
intervene, there was the potential for an accident.
Under the old system, it was possible to fail a "launch failure" check, not fly again that day, offer
yourself for a check on another day, pass, be signed off and cleared to solo again. The problem with this
from an instructor's point of view, is that your pass rate would be only 50%!! (Not good odds for
dealing with an eventuality).
It was also possible to fail two or more cable break checks on any given day, fly on a separate day, pass,
be signed off and cleared for solo. A 33% pass rate!!!!!
Neither are acceptable passes. A single pass after a fail could be a fluke. The next time for real on your
own could be a fail and an accident.
All stages of flight can go wrong if dealt with incorrectly, but at minimal height, as in a launch failure
situation, the consequences can be more
severe. If an individual gets it wrong,
there would probably be insufficient
height/speed to sort it out.

BFGC in Wartime

What the change means to you.
If you pass a launch failure the first time
on an annual check, that's it, done. If
however, you fail, we require two
consecutive passes i.e. fail one, pass one,
fail next one, still two more to pass
consecutively.

A reminder
If you fail any type of check flight
(general/ spins/cable break, daily check)
you must not fly solo until you have
passed. Anyone found to be
circumnavigating this rule will be dealt
with accordingly.
Ian Ashton
DCFI

55 knots!
... I’m going to
land ahead
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How to Fail a Cable Break
•

Tell us you will lower the nose to regain speed, but don't.

•

Regain speed, but allow it to reduce below your minimum speed as you continue.

•

Over-rudder the turn (perfect chance to spin in, especially if combined with reducing speed).

•

Try to go around when you should be going ahead (insufficient height).

•

Try to go ahead when you need to go around (too much height).

•

Try to turn before you have sufficient speed.

• Demonstrate ‘get back to the launchpointitis’ (extending the mini-circuit/360° far too long, with
insufficient height).
• On a go around, completely turn your back on the airfield and fly away from it, or fly parallel
with the airfield as in a "mini" circuit until you are getting too low to safely turn.
•

Tell us you will turn left/right if you can't get in ahead, and then completely do the opposite.

•

Do everything else correctly, (Phew!) and then forget to roundout!!
Yes you guessed it. All the above were carried out this year!!!!!!

What Should You Do?
•

Expect a launch failure every single time you fly a glider, throughout your entire gliding career.

•

Think about your options and rehearse them in your head prior to accepting the cable.

• Select a minimum manoeuvring speed and wait for the speed to build before you do anything
else.
• Once you have the speed, land ahead if possible. If you cannot land ahead, make a coordinated
turn in your planned direction. Monitor speed. As soon as it is safe to do so and you have sufficient
field in which to safely land, turn in.
•

Monitor speed, monitor speed and monitor speed.

• Don't congratulate yourself too early. You still need to roundout. We prefer to be able to use the
glider again!
Treat a fail as an opportunity to learn and practise. Better to fail with an instructor on board than
solo. Having to carry out additional simulations is not a punishment. It's a potential life saver.
What do we have in store for next time?
In view of the number of failures this year, we will be running a launch failure "refresher" lecture
prior to next year's checks. Something to look forward to then!!!!!!!!!!
Ian Ashton - DCFI
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Safety Issues
It would be more than a slight exaggeration to
say that that when asked, "Would the safety
officer like to write something for the next
edition of the newsletter?" I felt an
overwhelming feeling of enthusiasm for the task.
It is not that I don't believe it is important to
think about, read about and discuss safety, but
if something is important, won't "the system"
have ensured you will already know about it? Is
there any advantage in banging on about the
same old stuff? And while the CFI will be
listened to, what about the Safety Officer?
Arriving home from the club, I found a copy of
the latest GASCo Flight Safety publication lying
inside the front door. Obviously there is
somebody up there looking after jaded safety
officers. Its presence not only illustrated that
there are others who believe that writing and
reading about safety is important, but as always,
it contained some good stuff.
In fact I was going to say something in this
article about lookout, but on page 5 there is an
item entitled "Seeing and Being Seen". The
author and the publication's editor, Nigel Everett,
states that when he took up gliding late in life
after being a power pilot, he was surprised at
the emphasis placed on lookout by instructors.
One wanted him to be looking out at least 80% of the time. As I have no way of measuring it, I have
no idea the proportion of time I spend looking out, but I would estimate that 80% is far too low. I feel
very uncomfortable if I'm not looking around most of the time, (except on the launch when the ASI
takes up most of my attention, and to a lesser extent on the approach). But however much time we
devote to it, how good is the lookout I/we carry out? Nigel Everett says that one instructor advised
neck muscle exercises to counter the slow seizing up that is part of the ageing process! This isn't as
silly as it sounds. I notice after a couple of hours in a glider that my neck muscles ache. I put it down
to the frequent turning of the head and bending my neck when banking steeply. Hopefully it does
suggest that I turn my head a lot. The scan cycle and instructional patter require us to look behind as
far as we can. Certainly we can't keep a good lookout simply by swivelling our eyes. Are we turning our
heads enough?
He also makes the point that the frequent proximity of other aircraft in our sport encourages looking
out, with self-preservation as the motive. When other gliders are not around, we are likely to be less
attentive and it is often difficult to maintain the required level of alertness, for example on a crosscountry flight, or having left a very busy hill and reached the quieter regions away from it.
Unfortunately there is never a time to drop our guard. Does the familiarity of the circuit, usually flown
without another glider in the vicinity, subconsciously induce a similar sense of well-being? A premature
relaxation towards the end of a flight can also affect our alertness at this time. We have had a few near
misses in the circuit; this is definitely not a time to be thinking about a cup of tea after landing.
Later, in the magazine's "safety notes", there is an item entitled "It's Not Only Rude to Stare - It's Also
Risky." This covers the fact that during our lookout we should briefly arrest our eye movement to
examine a part of the sky, and then move on to examine another region, (what the scan cycle is
intended to get us to do). To become fixated on one part for too long is dangerous. It mentions a
website (www.msf-usa.org/motion.html) that demonstrates this by showing that if one fixates on the
central dot in a diagram, the surrounding ones appear and disappear at random. Have a go!
Before I saw the GASCo publication I was going to say something in general about how we manage
safety within our club/ the gliding movement. GASCo's Northern Regional Safety Officer has written an
article entitled "A Pregnant Woman on a Garden Swing". O.K. I'm sure she understands the significance
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of the title! However she does hold the gliding movement up as a good example of the operation of a
Safety Management System. To quote her, "My impression of the gliding world is one where rules
exist for good reasons, but don't get in the way of what motivates people to take part in the sport.
There is also an atmosphere in which safety concerns are shared and responded to in an organised,
collective manner, led by the BGA, but owned by everyone who takes part, be they winch driver,
engineer, tug pilot, or glider pilot." (Some may not be surprised that she omitted instructors from the
list. Who needs them?)
Certainly our club and national structures seem pretty good and hopefully there is a general ownership
of the safety issue. We respond to perceived needs by introducing new ways of doing things. However
it is the low frequency of our sport's very serious accidents that means this in itself is not enough.
Keeping to our safe practices and procedures (new and old), and maintaining an appropriate level of
alertness, day in and day out, is what is required, and this is not easy. As an example, a few years
ago, we nearly had a collision in the circuit. It was obvious to everybody on the ground that there was
a potential conflict. The club responded by getting duty managers to carry radios that could be used to
warn of such conflicts (amongst other functions). I know there have been times, on Wednesdays,
when I haven't ensured this is happening. The reasons for such lapses don't matter. What does matter,
is that we all try our level best to make sure they don't occur.
Just a final thought. Last Sunday, I went up into the log keeping section of the D.P. van (no coffee and
no intention of having a chat). Glynn was keeping the log and signalling, and Marjorie keeping a
lookout. Both agreed it was an excellent system. Let's try to overcome our old habits and, as required
by the CFI, make such practice the standard one.
Trevor Tutthill - Safety Officer

Scene from Above

The airfield and the Bay, looking beautiful from 3,000 feet
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Unusual Attitudes - Usual Suspect
Looking skyward in early May, you might have
seen a K21 flying along "dirty side up". The
inspectors had returned it to its full aerobatic
capability and I was revelling in it, (fortunately
before the canopy frame needed attention). Only
enough altitude and time for one roll, but every
little helps when it comes to aerobatic practice.
It gave me the confidence to dust off my "free"
sequence, make it more do-able and submit it
along with my entry to the aerobatic nationals.
Skip forward to Tuesday, 22nd May and once
again I'm sat at Saltby, wondering how much
practice I can squeeze in before the official start
of the comp on Thursday. Having taken three
The beetroot
practice flights with the visibility deteriorating, I
decide to call it quits. Wednesday is a non-starter with horrible haze, barely suitable for any VFR flying,
and Thursday is no better!
On Friday, things begin to look up and comp flying begins. I'm rather more certain of victory than last
year, as I'm the only entrant! However, this means it's convenient to give me some of the less desirable
parts of the flying order, including being dragged around the sky at 350ft, then 700 ft to calibrate the
judges. This focuses the mind. Has anyone noticed more fields growing oil seed rape this year?! Two
sequences later and I'm pretty happy with my achievements.
It's at this point that I remember I've got to fly ‘Unknown 1’ and flashback to the evening before: Chris,
the contest director, handed me Unknown Sequence 1. He had a smile on his face; knowing his sense of
humour I thought this is probably not a good thing. Apparently, he accidentally gave it to one of the
advanced pilots, who remarked on its difficulty, then realised with relief that it wasn't meant for him! A
pull from erect flight to inverted with full roll inverted-to-inverted shortly after and a full 180 degree
inverted turn, were just some of the more interesting items. Back into the present and things have got
even more interesting, with a 30+knot wind at altitude, 45 degrees to the main "box" axis. I make a
wager with Chris that I won't have enough
height to finish the sequence then squeeze
myself into the K21's cockpit... Long story
short, I actually found it less difficult than I
expected and the resulting video of me
becoming a beetroot at -2G was simply
comical, shortly followed by a "where the
**** is the runway?" moment. The wind
being so strong, the runway wasn't where I
expected it to be! I did end up aborting
before the last 3 figures, though, which
dropped my score quite a bit (hoping to be
an old pilot, rather than a bold pilot!)
‘Unknown 2’ was flown on Saturday, the
most notable part being that I managed a
half-decent score for a full cuban eight!

Yes, really, -2g!

Prize giving was later on and, though my ranking was not a surprise, I was more than happy with an
overall score of 66%. I was even happier at Chris' words: "Intermediate was a closely fought contest! If
there is only one entrant, the awarding of a medal is at the Contest Director's discretion and, anyone who
can make a K21 do THAT has earned one!".
The good news is that next year, the BAeA is likely to adopt the German judging criteria for intermediate
class, where the K-21 is judged on 30-degree lines when rolling on a downline and to 45 degrees bank in

8

inverted turns (as the normal absolute
criteria of 45 degree lines and 60 degree
banked turns are suicidal and almost
impossible, respectively).
The even better news is that I may be back
in the Lunak next year. John Tempest, son
of Barry, who started the Utterly Butterly
display team amongst other things, is
supporting our cause. There is still a lot of
analysis to be done, but the clout of his
judgement (he re-engineers warbirds) and
rubber stamp should satisfy the BGA.
Hopefully just a matter of time...
In short, as usual, I left the comp with a big
Ah, there it is....
grin on my face. The aerobatics community
is a small one, but it's friendly. Anyone up for entering Beginners class next year?
Results viewable at
http://www.aerobatics.org.uk/results/2012/GliderNationals/CD%20Report%20and%20Results.htm
Youtube videos up... sometime...
Dave Gethin

A Life Under Pressure
Alan Barr had a sister called Milly.
A strange girl, it has to be said,
For when Alan was cuddling teddies,
She was playing with soldiers instead!
And the one time he asked her to wrestle,
(In a manner he later judged harsh),
She tied him in knots in short order,
Then tickled him with her moustache!
As she grew, Milly felt under pressure
To conform and like dollies and rings,
But her big hands and rippling muscles
Made her veer towards masculine things.
This dilemma, it clouded her judgement
And dampened her spirit like rain.
It made her feel under the weather,
Like a gathering storm in her brain.
It set off a major depression.
Her life swung between highs and lows.
And her outlook was always unsettled,
From the tip of her head to her toes.
“There’s nothing else for it”, she reasoned.
“This atmosphere’s making me sad.
As Milly, I’ll never be happy.
I’ll have to change into a lad!”
This said, she went straight off to Thailand
And attended a top hospital,
Where, thanks to the skill of the surgeons,
Milly Barr became Hector Pascal!
Keith Clarke
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Out with Old
Behold! There she stands, resplendent in
her rust and clutter - a testament to the
philosophy of “make do and mend” that
kept her going, with ageless grace, well
beyond her years. A vision in faded red,
off-white and brown, she epitomised the
aesthetics of utility. For many proud years,
she served the club well. Hot in summer
and cold in winter, she sheltered wellwrapped figures from the prevailing winds
and rain showers, and sometimes, (more
rarely), provided shade from the hot
afternoon sun. In bad weather, her back
section was too full of chairs and baggage
to sit in and the front was too full of damp
and shivering club members to run the log
efficiently. The sliding door didn’t and the
wonky steps were a major health hazard
for the unsuspecting.
And yet, she was a lady and we forgave
her all her failings and loved her dearly.
She will be missed!

And in with the New!
Somewhere comfortable to sit! And hot drinks! And space! And a place for everything! What a
difference the new DP van has made to a day at the launch point. The duty crew can get on with
their jobs, launching gliders safely, while visitors and resting members can while away their time
in comfort, protected from the weather and plied with drinks and snacks. When lunchtime comes,
you don’t have to queue at the back door, waiting for others to finish before you can get at your
lunch bag, and when you eat, you actually have a surface to put your sandwich and drink down
on! Such unheard of luxury!
It has already shown its worth in recent weeks and been very well received by all
who have used it, and when the cold northerlies bite next winter, it’s gong to be
an absolute godsend. I can see us becoming very attached to the Chipping Hilton!
In time, it may even end up a ‘she’.
Keith Clarke
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Flyers!
It seems very appropriate to me that a gliding club should have
Flyers, and we have! Loads of them!
Next time you are in the clubhouse, you should see a tray full of
them near the flying list, but they’re not going to do any good
left there! Please take some home with you and find a good
place to leave them lying around. Tourist Information Offices,
libraries, notice boards, rest rooms, doctor’s waiting rooms,
anywhere that people will see them, notice them and read
them. (Incidentally, if you are pinning one to a notice board,
it makes sense to put two up side by side, so people can
read the back as well!) When the ones in the clubhouse are
gone, there are plenty more to replace them, so keep
helping yourself. Don’t hang back! If the flyers work they
will hopefully bring in lots of new visitors and members to
keep your future flying fees down, so please do your
best to advertise the club throughout the area.
Many thanks
Keith Clarke

The Fugitive Aviator

Ladies and Gentlemen, I regret to inform you that the fugitive aviator has actually escaped
this month! (I think he got a bit distracted by Ava after the last episode - I know I did!)
However, we are currently scouring the countryside for him and have every hope of dragging
him back, kicking and screaming, in time for the next issue. Watch this space! (Ed.)

Congratulations!

Oops!

Congratulations go this month to two of our
younger members who have been selected for
national awards:
Mike Blocksidge has been chosen to receive a
BGA Instructor Training Grant, designed to help a
young pilot to train to become an Assistant
Instructor. The BGA contacted all CFIs in the
country for nominations for this one-off award,
and Mike was the one chosen from this national
field.
Meanwhile, Daniel McCormack has been awarded
an Air League Cross-Country Gliding Scholarship,
which he is going to use on an expedition to
Saltby later this month.
Well done to both of them!
Captain Kamal ben Ali of Saudi
Airlines always wanted to fly a
Concorde, but unfortunately, this was
as close as he got to his dream!
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Launch Thoughts
Over the past few years, I’ve flown from a number of different airfields around the country. Like
many of you, I did all my early flying at Chipping, but as I travelled around, I was struck by the fact
that they all have their own ways of doing things and this is never more noticeable than at the launch
point.
Try asking for “control checks” at most airfields and they look at you as if you are mad! If you want
your controls checked, you do it yourself before you get in the cockpit! I was recently surprised to be
told by a Full CAT instructor that “you shouldn’t do release checks at the start of flying as it is
pointless and just weakens the spring”. He then went on to say “I only ever do positive checks after
a full rig. There’s no need to do them daily on a pre-rigged aircraft”!!
I was once holding a wing at a field down south where they use radio rather than light signals. The
launch marshall/radio operator was behind me and wandered off mumbling into the handset. No
shouted signals or arm waving for these sophisticated southerners. Unfortunately, this meant that
neither the pilot, nor myself picked up on the fact that she had called (murmured) “All Out” on the
radio when there was still a considerable bow left in the wire and we both thought that the winch had
just snatched at the cable. As the glider shot forward I attempted to keep up with it for when the
surge stopped and the wing dropped, but it never did and I gave up the chase after four or five paces
(the last two of which must have been about 15ft long!) I can still remember the startled look on the
pilot’s face as well, as he was still looking at me with his mouth open as the glider left the ground!
To tell you the truth, I just feel a lot safer at Chipping. Some might perhaps consider us over
cautious with all the carefully crafted pre-flight rituals that we’ve had drummed into us, but in a riskbased sport like gliding, there’s no room for complacency or creeping inertia and ‘belt and braces’ is a
fine principle to live by. It’s so easy to get distracted by random events on any particular day and it’s
only by sticking to a clear set of procedures that are repeated every time, that you can guarantee
that you have forgotten nothing in those precious minutes before launch. The top of the wire is no
place to find you left out something important! So, whenever I fly from other sites, I forgive them
their slackness, their occasional bumbling inefficiencies and their ingrained bad habits, and I do what
I always do - the “Complete Chipping Checklist”, for peace of mind and self-preservation.
But what about positive points? I hear you say. You must have found something of merit in their
different systems. Well yes, there is one thing I came across and vowed to use. Especially at
airfields that are less well-organised than ours. It’s an additional checklist that comes before
CBSIFTCBE. In fact, you do it all before stepping into the aircraft and it’s as easy as A-B-C-D!
A = Airframe – A quick external check – Is the tyre pumped up? Does everything look OK /
undamaged from the previous flight? You may even care to quickly check the elevator connection,
just to be sure!
B= Ballast – Do you fit into the placard for this aircraft? Has anything been left in the cockpit by a
previous occupant that you don’t want rattling around with you in flight? Have the ballast weights
been removed/installed properly?
C= Controls – If no one is going to call out control checks, waggle your bits before you get in and
check them yourself.
And finally
D= Dolly – Is there a tail dolly still on the glider? Perhaps even a wing dolly!! It’s probably best to
leave them on the ground really!
Keith Clarke
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Holiday Snaps!

I was rooting around down the back of the cupboards in the office the other day, when I came
across this wonderful old snapshot of Bob setting off on his holidays. Flying down to Rio I think!

Well Said!
There are airmen and there are pilots: the first being part bird whose view from aloft is normal and
comfortable, a creature whose brain and muscles frequently originate movements which suggest
flight; and then there are pilots, who, regardless of their airborne time, remain earth-loving bipeds
forever. When these latter unfortunates, because of one urge or another, actually make an
ascension, they neither anticipate nor relish the event and they drive their machines with the same
graceless labour they inflict upon the family vehicle.
- Ernest K. Gann
I enjoyed my service flying very much. That is where I learned the discipline of flying. In order to
have the freedom of flight you must have the discipline. Discipline prevents crashes.
- Captain John Cook, British Airways Concorde Training Captain.

Editor’s Endbit

So, yet another BFGC Newsletter hits the presses! Many thanks to those who wrote in and contributed.
The next edition will be coming out in September, which means you’ll all have lots to tell us about
magical flights and expeditions! The deadline for copy will be Sunday 2nd September. I’ll remind you
again nearer the date, but in the meantime, start writing up your experiences and thoughts. As always,
there’s no need to wait. You can send your stuff at any time to soaringkeith@gmail.com and I’ll
keep it safe for the next issue. I look forward to hearing from you!
Keith Clarke (Editor)

