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CFI’s Bit!
Future Instructors??
• Anyone interested in becoming an instructor, or who thinks they may like to be one in
the future, please let me know.
• There are minimum requirements that have to be met and not everyone is suitable, but
I will still be pleased at any time to have a chat with anyone that may be interested.
• We already have a few members about to start the first stage of the process, or about
to get refreshed as lapsed instructors, which is great news.
• We also “have our eyes" on a few other members that we believe will be suitable soon,
or once they have gained more experience. (It could be you!!)
• Without members volunteering to become instructors, there will be no club.
• So, who wants to be an instructor?

Open discussion meetings
Two meetings/get-togethers were recently advertised and held at the club. This was an
opportunity for Pete Desmond and myself to listen to what you all had to say about
various aspects of the club and the flying operation. Anything and everything was open for
discussion.
First of all, I wish to thank everyone that attended. Some of you travelled out to the club
on a rainy day just to attend, listen and maybe express an opinion or two. (Some
individuals expressed more than two!!!)
Many topics were discussed and I hope that everyone gained something from the events. I
do intend my tenure as CFI to be an open one, always willing to listen to ideas and
suggestions. Every member, no matter how long they have been at our club, may have
something good to contribute.
Often, newer members, with a fresh pair of eyes, see things that those more established
members miss and if we can gain from this, all the better.
Pete and I will go over the various topics and suggestions that were discussed and, whilst
we can't promise to implement all of them, we will try to work on some of the issues and
ideas that were raised.
Thanks to all again that attended.
That's it for now. Fly safe. Fly within the rules and your abilities. Fly as often as you can.
Have lots of great flights and try to learn something on every flight.
Ian Ashton - CFI.

N.B. In the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are active and can be clicked through - Ed
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Launch Failure Woes!
Are you an experienced pilot?
Have you failed a Launch Failure Check?
Was it due to letting the speed get too low?
Then read this:If you are an experienced pilot, you should be flying the aircraft in trim. This takes a load off
your shoulders and you can relax. You don’t need to keep monitoring the ASI every two
seconds, because if you fly in a relaxed manner, you do not put in unnecessary stick
movements causing the speed to vary. The attitude of the aircraft is constant, give or take
the odd gust, which of course you compensate for, then relax again. You then get used to
flying with minimum stick loads, which is good. When you fly solo, you get used to the trim
position in each of the aircraft you fly and especially if you are a private owner. This is
important when carrying out an approach and makes life so much easier.
Time for your launch failure check – Where do you position the trim lever? This is a difficult
question to answer. Which aircraft are you in? What is the weight of the instructor? The
solution is a best guess, which means that after you have regained the correct speed and
started to manoeuvre, you settle into relaxed mode so the speed goes to the trimmed
position. This may result in an increase in speed - OK up to a point - or it may result in too
low a speed - NOT OK! Applying forward load on the stick when manoeuvring low down is
difficult, because your attention is needed elsewhere to ensure a safe landing, which often
leads to a fail due to low speed.
I first noticed this when flying with a very good pilot in the K13. It seemed strange, so I
repeated the exercise and noticed that on the climb the trim lever moved rearwards, so
giving the pilot a badly trimmed aircraft. In this case the problem was a loose friction pad on
the trim.
I also noticed a similar effect when I was demonstrating a go-around launch failure to a pupil
who had set the trim when doing the cockpit check. As I started to turn, I realised that the
speed was reducing, so had to push on the stick to maintain speed, increasing the difficulty
of the operation. We had another flight and during this we checked the position of the trim.
The pilot was light and the right trim position was significantly further forward than expected,
compounded with the fact that the pupil had recently lost a few pounds in weight.
So it may be the trim position that leads to your launch failure woes – although it doesn’t
excuse making the wrong choice in deciding whether to go ahead or go around.
It should also be noted that if the trim is too far aft, the launch may become too steep,
because the loads on the stick will be reduced in the climb. This results in the pilot
increasing the climb until the loads feel “normal”, or as previously remembered.
I hope this helps. Cheers!
- Bob Pettifer
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Instructor News
I would have loved to have started this article by stating that, "the summer and soaring
season has truly arrived", but it appears that it hasn't happened yet and driving a tractor
recently reminded me that the field is still a tad "damp" in places. Not surprising with the
amount of rain we keep getting. Anyway, "the soaring season is just around the corner", so I
do hope you all have many great and enjoyable flights. It also appears as though I am being
left behind so far this season on the A league. Drat!!
Well done to all of you continuing to climb the leagues in search of maybe a trophy or two.
It’s great to see. Keep the claims coming in and the various battles for pole position raging
on!

Instructor duties
Due to various factors, we find ourselves with only 12 instructors at Chipping. This
unfortunately meant that the frequency of official "duties" was starting to cause issues for
many, especially the ones with families or other interests "outside of gliding". Instructors
were usually on duty every two to three weeks, as well as trying to be available to help out
with instructing between duties in one of the other 2-seat gliders.
I wish I could have found a magic wand to enable me to solve this, but as yet one hasn't
appeared. In order to at least ease the situation in the short term, we have decided to be on
duty "all day" rather than half a day, thereby extending the period between official duties.
Unfortunately this does have limitations, due to safety concerns:
•

The Instructors’ official day will be from 8:30 until 17:30, with a break for lunch.

• During the lunch break, solo flying may continue with permission and if another instructor
is available, so may instructional flying.
• Whilst the official day ends at 17:30, all instructors have been advised to stop flying at
any time if they have had enough. Being in charge and responsible for the airfield all day long
is tiring for all, especially for the ones "not so young". Safety is paramount and no-one wants
tired instructors.
• Please could I ask that you do not "harass" an instructor to do "one more flight" if they
have had enough.
• Flying beyond 17:30 is optional should the instructor wish to continue, or another one is
willing to help out.
Like many members, instructors are a dedicated bunch and will do all
they can to ensure that everyone gets to fly, but on some days this
may not be possible.
It is also important to remember that Instructors are all
volunteers and members too and are entitled to be able to "do
their own thing" when not on duty. In order to remain sharp,
it is crucial that instructors are allowed the opportunity to fly
their own gliders or fly solo as well.
I do hope that you will all understand the issues we face and
the reasons why we have had to take this action. And of course,
if anyone has a better idea, please be "my magic wand" and let
me know.
Talking about frequency of duties, please see an article elsewhere
in this newsletter by our DCFI, Pete Desmond. Can I ask all duty
teams to please give it some thought and let Pete know.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Quiz Time!
A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

In the last issue, Marjorie
Morris sent in some
enigmatic images for us to
decipher. I’m sure that at
least one of them had you
guessing! Well, to put
you out of your misery,
the questions are
repeated above and the
answers are below.

Answers

Thanks Marjorie! - Ed.
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All Day Duties?
As Ian Ashton has explained elsewhere in this newsletter, the instructors have moved to “allday” duties. The main reason for this was the lower number of instructors we currently have
and the frequency with which their duties come around. It struck us also that there are
similar pressures on duty crews, due to the fact that we have lower overall membership
numbers now than we had when the duty system was first introduced, a long time ago.
Because of this, I would like to suggest a change to the duty roster arrangements and seek
your feedback on this.
The proposal is that we go to “all-day” duties for the crew too. I know that some would have
concerns that this would mean that they could be at the club all day and not get to fly before
or after their duty. We believe this could be addressed by introducing a further change to
current practices, such that there would be 3 members on duty together at any one time
rather than the current 2. This would mean that only 6 members would be needed to cover a
full weekend rather than the current 8, so that duties would come around less frequently.
The plan would be to have at least 2 of these 3 able to drive the winch, to ensure that single
winch drivers don’t get overtired and to also ensure that every member of the duty team also
got to fly on their duty days. The duty days would match those of the duty instructor; i.e.
typically 08:30 to 17:30. Instructors are able to carry on beyond 17:30, at their own
discretion, but this is very much dependent upon how they are feeling. Any rostered abinitios attached to the duty teams would be over and above the 3, giving even more flexibility
and cover. I’m sure some will say, “Well that would prevent me from doing anything else on
duty days” (e.g. domestic duties). I don’t know about you, but I found that even a half day
duty limited the rest of the day for me, particularly when I wanted to fly before or after my
duty and I tended to tell my beloved, “Sorry, I’d love to paint the spare bedroom, but I’m on
duty all day ... It’s beyond my control”!
Carol McLay would work her usual magic in trying to roster/team up members in a sensitive
way that continued to meet their particular individual limitations (e.g. Saturday/Sunday
availability, winching preferences, etc.).
As I said, I welcome your views, good or bad, which you can email to me at
desmond.p@me.com. Equally, you can collar me at the club, using the ‘tried and tested’
technique of prodding me in the chest and starting the conversation “... and here’s another
thing Desmond ...”!
Pete Desmond - DCFI

Magical Mystery Tour!
They often say that the beauty of gliding is
that when you launch, you never know what
sort of flight you’ll get. The 10th of April 2016
is a day that Liz Whittaker not will forget in a
hurry, or Paul Myers! Here we see them
setting off for the first flight of the day, never
for a moment thinking that it would end up as
an epic 5½ hour flight! (Well actually, the
flight was considerably shorter, but the de-rig,
in a field near Totridge, the journey back to
the club and then the re-rig took up most of it).
Thankfully, no harm was done and JLO rejoined the other gliders at the launch point
before the end of flying. So, next time you are
preparing to take off - be ready for anything!
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Scene from Above

Looking towards Clitheroe, on a fine spring day, with an Astir passing below. What a great way to spend the day!

Is it a Car? - Is it a Plane?

This is what happens when a man wants to “pimp
his ride” and can’t decide which he likes best,
classic cars or aviation. Gary Corns and his team
recently built a 1939 Plymouth truck in Colorado.
What makes this truck so unusual is the 12.4 litre
Jacobs R-755-A2 radial aircraft engine from a
Cessna 195, sitting between the front wheels.
The air-cooled engine has seven cylinders and
produces around 300 horsepower. Besides the
aircraft engine the truck has an aviation theme
and features many components from airplanes in
the interior. Fancy a ride / flight?
Thanks go to Ged for finding this for us - Ed.
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Portmoak
Portmoak, we were told rather drunkenly at the
BFGC Christmas dinner, was a perfect site to spread
our Chipping-nurtured gliding wings. After all, it had
hills on three sides offering hill-soaring in virtually
every direction and we were regaled with tales of
glorious flying along the flanks of Benarty and
Bishop Hill as well as opportunities for giddying
wave-flying.
The idea was irresistible, even after we had sobered
up and a week at the Scottish Gliding Club was duly
booked for early May!
The airfield at Portmoak on the banks of Loch Leven

It is important to note here, that the three of us, Dave
Stopford, Richard Peake and myself, were not hotshot
Silver badge holders chasing Diamond heights. Instead
we were recent soloists with, in the cases of Dave and
myself, only a handful of solo circuits in a K13 under our
belts and precious little experience of flying anywhere
other than BFGC.
Once committed to our trip however, the support of all of
the instructors at Chipping was fantastic and our flying
improved through the Winter and early Spring, despite
the wet field and almost constant flying from the top-end.
By the time of our trip, Richard had converted to the Astir,
Dave to the ASK 21 and I had some ASK 21 flying time
under my belt as well.

Hitched up and good to go!

Notwithstanding the above, we were still expedition virgins and didn’t really know what to
expect. Ian, Tracy, Keith and Pete had tried to put our minds at rest, but it was still a
daunting prospect, not least as Richard had persuaded the Committee to allow us to take ELN
North with us and he and Ian had put in some serious
hours making the Astir trailer roadworthy. None of us
wanted to be explaining to the Club that we had lost the
Astir crossing the Firth of Forth road bridge!

ELN, rigged and ready!

We had also spoken to Portmoak and had been promised
the support of their instructors, which was reassuring.
Going to Scotland in early May potentially had its own
issues as well of course and contingency plans involving
waterproofs, walking boots and establishing the location
of the nearest pub were also made, particularly as we
learned that Portmoak had snow falling just a few days
ahead of our trip.

Our journey North was fairly uneventful, given that this was the first time we had towed a
glider and weren’t used to the curious looks we attracted from other road users. We also
managed to shake off a combined Ashton / Desmond escort to extend our circuit through
Saturday afternoon Motherwell, thereby ticking another target off Richard’s bucket list.
Sunday dawned, grey and damp. Cloud levels were well below the hilltops and all our walking
kit was packed ready for an early airing. However, the Portmoak regulars were relaxed,
promising that the sky was clearing and that we would be flying by 11 o’clock.
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And they were right!
Unbelievably, the sun then shone pretty
much throughout our stay and the locals
were treated to a daily diet of pale Lancashire
knees, while we packed away all of our
winter woollies and instead dug out tee shirts
and sun cream. Keith came to our aid by
being able to provide sun hats for each of us
from his own supplies. The only potential fly
in our factor 30 was that the wind was
blowing ... but from the East! Sod’s Law! The
hills worked in every direction but an Easterly
wind and the forecasts suggested that it
wouldn’t change all week.

Our personal K21!

At our airfield briefing with the duty instructor, the limitations of an easterly wind were
explained. Some hill soaring might be possible, he said, on the eastern edge of Benarty
along what was known as Cemetery Ridge ... Not the most inviting of names! On the plus
side, the club had three ASK 21s and, after some gentle persuasion, agreed to let us have
sole use of their newest craft!

Some random Tuggie we met!

We also met Portmoak’s new Tuggie, some bloke
called Lewis Gray who nagged us constantly about
the joys of aerotow and the promises of untold
heights. Richard blagged himself a 30 minute flight
in the Eurofox with Lewis for “familiarisation“
purposes. Unfortunately for Dave and myself, the
Tugmaster found out and promptly put an end to
any further sorties, but Richard had found a new
toy and by the end of the week had converted to
aerotow and, we think, became the first person to
aerotow ELN. Let us know if you think differently!

After the briefing, came our first check flights. What wasn’t there to like? The airfield was
huge. We were winch-launching to 1,400ft and we were staring straight at enormous turf
farms as we came off the cable. Landing straight ahead after a cable break going west
might drop you in Loch Leven, but going east, the fields couldn’t have been bigger or flatter.
It was pointed out that retrieving a glider from a turf field could be quite an expensive event
and probably best avoided however. Ian generously gave up his time to fly with Dave and
myself which was greatly appreciated.
Going back to the club on Monday, Dave and I were to fly with
George Ross, one of Portmoak’s pro instructors. George was a man
of very few words!
The wind had picked up considerably from the day before, meaning
rough air and rotor around the airfield. “Tharl be sink,” summed up
George.
We wouldn’t be flying any left hand circuits either, he explained,
because of “the Clutching Hand”! Flying with George was great. It
was hugely reassuring to be told by someone we hadn’t flown with
before, that we were good pilots.
At least he didn’t say that we were still “aspiring to mediocrity”,
paraphrasing Ged’s assessment of the Three Amigos last Summer.
“Miss May” from the Portmoak calendar
We flew with George all day.
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He pulled the bung on each of us a couple
of times but not as often as Ian would a
couple of days later. On one flight, I told
him I was going to extend my downwind
leg to fly over the island in Loch Leven.
George said, “Tharl be sink,” and he was
right!

Fun in the sun!

Evidently, Pete drew the short straw that
evening, as for the next two days he flew
the three of us for our first aerotow efforts.
Portmoak had by now donated us sole use
of an ASK 21 and a Land Rover Discovery
retrieve vehicle, so with the addition of
Lewis in the tug, the BFGC team was pretty
much self-sustaining.

The Clutching Hand hadn’t loosened its grip at all, so the launches were ... lively!
We took our first tow to 3,000ft and promptly lost 500ft while I got my bearings, but then,
with Pete’s patient prompting, engaged with a wave bar. Not an epic 10kt taking us to
20,000ft but a gentle 2kt to 4,600ft. I have never experienced anything like it. To all
practical intents we were parked in the sky at stalling speed and going up! It was
wonderful! And the best of it was that we couldn’t
get down. Pete did his best by demonstrating his
aerobatic abilities, some of which I captured on
film, but they are somewhat spoiled by my
demonic laughter.
We all got to fly in wave that day, although the
price to be paid was the rotor on approach. Dave
must have banged his head at some point, as he
announced that evening that the best part of the
flying that day for him had been the buffeting and
battering after leaving the wave-bar!
Certainly, watching Lewis side-slipping the tug
back into the North field after every tow in those
conditions demonstrated time after time just what
a good pilot he has become.

Getting a bit of breeze before take-off.

Conditions remained rough on Thursday, so Ian contented himself by pulling the bung on
Dave, Tracy and myself on practically every launch. Even when he promised me faithfully
that “this time” we would get to the top of the wire, I didn’t believe him.
It was also the day Tracy offered to examine Dave’s prostate while she was helping him
with his straps and Richard was working on his
supervised aerotow launches.
And on Friday, our last day, the clouds returned, but
the Clutching Hand had retreated to its Highland lair.
Ian announced that Dave, Tracy and I didn’t need
any more check flights and could solo in the ASK 21.
Almost immediately one of the Portmoak crew arrived
to say that conditions weren’t as benign as they
looked. Dave and Tracy therefore had check flights
with Ian before being sent off on their own.
The crew gathers.
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When my turn came round for my check flight before going solo, Ian pulled the bung!!
Trying to capture the fun we had at Portmoak in a few short paragraphs is virtually
impossible. Given the limitations of the weather, we had a great time and flew every day.
Portmoak couldn’t have been more accommodating and hopefully they enjoyed our visit too.
The company was excellent and the banter unsparing. Thanks again to Pete and Ian for the
time they put in flying with us. Thanks to Keith for the loan of his hats and his catering and
thanks to Tracy for her impromptu medical examinations and sharing the cable breaks!
If nothing else, hopefully we have shown that relatively inexperienced pilots can have a
great time and enjoy new flying experiences by broadening their horizons and flying at
another site.
We experienced 4 to 5,000ft climbs into wave, 3,000ft aerotows, flying in rotor on finals into
a strange site and many other wee nasties common to Portmoak.
We weren’t eaten and neither were our gliders, which is another story. And we can say that
we are definitely more experienced and far better pilots with a wider view than when we set
off north.
Will we do it again? Oh yes! So, next time, why don’t you join us ?
Richard Turpin

Congratulations Bob!

It was a big day for Bob Pettifer and the club when he was recently presented with a
Certificate of Merit from the RAeC by the Duke of York. The award was made for his
lifetime service to gliding. A fitting tribute! Congratulations from us all Bob!
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Congratulations!
Congratulations and Well Done to:• Tony Platt and Jon Hough for successfully passing their X-country endorsements.
• Peter Batterby for the completion of his Bronze badge.
• Jon Hough and Adam Stach for obtaining various parts of their Silver badges.
• Laura Maksymowicz, who has converted to Astir DSU (and is also booked onto a basic
instructor course in August).
• Mike Blocksidge, who is almost ready to re-establish himself as a "cool dude" Basic
Instructor. Just the classroom stuff to do!
• Robin McVean for a super achievement X-country to Milnthorpe (and back), in his
syndicate ASW 24 (T54).
• Richard Peake got cleared for aerotow in ELN at Portmoak, (with our very own Lewis G
flying the tug!)
• Richard Turpin, David Stopford and Tracy Ashton all did incredibly well on their recent
expedition to Portmoak, Scotland. All progressed well during a week of "intensive" gliding.
• Jon Hough and Adam Stach have converted to their new gliders.
• Paul Myers and Liz Whittaker for their successful "unplanned" field landing in JLO!!!!!
• Dave Stopford converted to BF1.
• Matt Price for going solo earlier this month.
• Dave Gethin, for winning the Intermediate Class at the British Glider Aerobatics
Championships at Saltby in May.
Many of the above with photos are available to view on our own twitter page. Here you will
find the latest news and achievements. (https://twitter.com/bowlandforest)
The Twitter team.
(AKA the CFI)

- And Here’s one for Ged!
If, for some reason,
you don’t understand
this, why don’t you
ask the man himself?
(Apparently, he’s a
lifelong Brian May
fan! - or was that
James May?) - (Ed.)
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Ged’s Gems!
Thanks again to Ged for sending in the following:

Operation Sigma
The wing section designer for the Sigma, Dr F.X.
Wortmann was at Lasham during the initial
performance trials. When asked what he thought
about the Sigma, he replied enigmatically 'If I
wanted to make a Swiss watch I would not employ a
blacksmith.'
The hydraulic mechanism to pump up an accumulator
(to operate the flaps) by pushing the rudder pedals
against a spring, caused some amusement - the
combination of seating position, strap arrangement,
cushion material and ergonomics made it virtually
certain that one's trousers would come down when the pump was operated, unless
wearing stout braces.
The story of “Operation Sigma” is really quite interesting. If you want to know more, click the link
below. - Ed.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Sigma_Sigma

Don’t bill me Guv!
AVDATA, an Australian organisation that manages payments by pilots to airfields, sent a bill
to John Ingham, of Parawan, Victoria (near Melbourne) claiming a landing fee for Baccus
Marsh Aerodrome, regarding a flight in April 2016. He replied:
Dear AVDATA,
Bacchus Marsh 2 April 2016??
If I pay, will I get the longest flight of a BG12B; maybe as an
international record?
The last time this aircraft flew was in January 2009, at
Bordertown, South Australia. It is not currently registered to fly
(since 2010). It has been sitting, de-rigged in its box, in a
sheep paddock at Gawler. It has currently been used in a GFA
Form 2 course at Gawler, South Australia.
Yes: It is an ALL WOOD GLIDER designed in America as a
'home-build'.
I think you have the wrong aircraft.
Regards,
John I.
===============================================
When Ged sent this in, he added, “It was me who flew it in
2009. But, no, that’s not the reason that it’s been grounded
since then!” (Ed.)
A BG12B
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New Ground Operations Training
Improvements in the training of certain ground-based activities - basic glider handling, tractor
driving and activity at the launch point (excluding log keeping) - are planned to be introduced
in the near future. The following benefits are intended:
1.
An improvement in safety, as the result of new members having a better understanding
of the significance of all aspects of each activity and how each is best carried out.
2.
New members having greater peace of mind when on the field, from knowing what they
are and are not expected to do at any particular stage and because the improved training will
have engendered a higher confidence level when tasks are first undertaken.
3.
The spread of best-practice with respect to these activities throughout the general
membership.
Of course there may be those who will not be happy about what they perceive as an
unnecessary increase in formal training within the club. Certainly as far as ground training is
concerned, things are very relaxed at the moment, with the training being unstructured and
relatively unregulated. Common sense suggests that this may be adversely affecting the
safety and efficiency of our operations. Considerable thought has gone into the intended
change, which has been reviewed and approved by the club’s instructors and which, in any
case, will be subject to a continuing process of review in the future.
As with all matters of safety, we will never be sure of the benefit of the new system, but we
do know that the cost will be minimal. The teaching material is already prepared and is what
the club believes is best practice. The training received will be recorded in a new, detailed
version of the existing green card, which in any case has
fallen out of use, so recipients will have a better idea of
what they should receive. Also, with its content being
determined by the teaching material, we can expect the
training to be more standardised, irrespective of who
delivers it. It is also intended to be more structured,
presented in a number of steps covering increasingly
complex activities, to match the increasing familiarity of a
new member with what happens on the field.
All flying members will receive a copy of the teaching
material and will be expected to become familiar with it.
Hopefully, this will ensure that our ground activities will in
future be carried out in an improved and standardised
fashion by all members and, of course, so that anyone with
the necessary experience can deliver the quality of training
the club requires.
Trevor Tutthill - Safety Officer

JZE’s Amazing History!
You may think that JZE looks a little tired around the
edges, but it’s no wonder when you realise what it
has been through. Jon Hough was flicking through
an old copy of PILOT magazine (May 2011) and came
across this picture! Wow!! Apparently, JZE started
off life in the 1940’s as a spitfire and then must
have ended up in some post-war chop shop, where it
was stripped out, whittled down and eventually the
left-over bits were converted into a K13!! Amazing!
I wonder what they did with the engine?

14

Mini-Comp Report
Well, it didn’t rain, but even so an easterly component to the wind proved a headache for
both Bob, as the Met man and Geoff, as the task setter over the weekend, both of whom did
an excellent job.
Saturday.
B League Task: Chipping Church, St Wilfreds Church, Beacon Fell and back. No one
completed, but Adam claimed Beacon Fell in the B4 and was the day winner.
A League Task: Stocks Res, St Wilfreds Church, Waddington Quarry and back. No one
completed, but Nigel Dickenson got down to Dunsop Bridge in his Mosquito and claimed the
day scoring 27.53 points.
A box of Jelly Babies was given to each of the day winners as a change from a bottle of wine.
They seemed to be well received ... and consumed!
Sunday.
The Met suggested that there might be the possibility of some wave in the afternoon and
hence the A league got two tasks, one for the morning and one for the PM. For the morning,
it was a massive 16.22km and not actually out of gliding range, being Totridge, Whitewell
Church, Chipping Church and back. How someone could actually miss the last turnpoint is
beyond me, but it happened and for those of us who were there, the humour lingered on for
the rest of the weekend. The PM task was a 30.61km Abbeystead, Inglewhite and back.
Mike Blocksidge took the day on points, although I still maintain I should have got bonus
points for completing both tasks in one flight!
For the B league, the task was Beacon Fell, Barnfold Res and Chipping Church, with Richard
Peake in the Jeans Astir having a stab at it, but missing Chipping Church. He won the day
and another box of Babies went west.
Monday.
Monday proved really frustrating with more circuits than soaring flights. The B league task
was Totridge and back with Tomasz Swierkot being the only one to achieve it. A new
temporary member on only his second flight in a glider, flying with the CFI in the K21, he
claimed Chipping Church as well, winning the day and a box of Jelly things.
The A league task was a 39.38km out and return to Botton Head which, once in the air,
given the head wind and cloud base was never really on. I did try - honest guv! but every
time I got to the end of a cloud street there was a big blue hole ahead. Anyhow, I managed
to get down to Dunsop Bridge and the whole flight meant I got a points total of 54.75
for flying 58.03km and won the day.
Results.
Overall the winners of the B League were, Tomasz Swierkot,
(Red Arrows DVD),Richard Peake (Set of Aeronautical
Coasters) and Adam Stach (A Biggles Bear)
The A league winners were, yours truly
(Red Arrows DVD), Mike Blocksidge (Red
Arrows DVD) and Mike Desmond (Set of Aeronautical Coasters)
The weekend saw 130 odd launches and more aircraft at the
top end than I’ve seen in quite a while. Everyone helped
achieve a slick operation by driving retrieve tractors, cable
tractors and generally being herded about by the duty crew
safely. What a team!
Well done to all who made it fun and here’s hoping next year
will be as good.
Phil Punt
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Badge Attempts
During a recent flight in a club glider, a member started to consider the possibility of
obtaining a 5 hour flight for his Silver Badge duration. At approximately 2 hours into the
flight he was called back to base as someone else wanted the glider. He duly returned it,
and missed out on a leg of his Silver, when another member, flying a privately owned glider,
achieved two legs (5hrs and Silver height).
Understandably the member was disappointed.
Sometimes in the past, members have been called back to base when other gliders are still
in the hangar not being flown! (This is silly!)
There has always been an "unwritten rule" that anyone trying for a badge should be helped
to achieve this if it’s possible.
Instructors will do all they can to help with this, as they always have done. Duty managers
should also try to organise things to help with this.
I have also seen people being called back from a "wave" flight. These are special flights as
they are not that common. This often results in no-one else making contact with the wave
and the member that was actually in it feeling disappointed and short-changed.
It’s all about being flexible and understanding.
So, can I remind everyone, and propose the following;
• If you are thinking about a special flight/badge attempt, put it onto the flying list, and let
the duty manager/instructor know. This is the preferred method. You should let the
instructor know anyway, when you ask for a briefing.
• If the opportunity arises mid flight, you could always radio down to speak to the duty
manager and ask if it’s OK. (The duty manager will ask the instructor).
There may be operational or safety reasons why an instructor may refuse, but again, they
will do all they can to help. So, if you want a badge, go for it and good luck!
Just let us all know at which pub the beers will be on you afterwards!
Ian Ashton - CFI

Getting Windy?

Surprise, surprise. It blew over!
No - I wasn’t there. - Ged

Thankfully, we had better sense than to
open the hangar doors on this
particularly windy day from last winter!
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Webcam Corner
Just when I thought the “Webcam
Corner” thread had played itself out, I
went online one day last month when
the club was closed and happened
upon an amazing sight! It seems I had
logged on just as an Imperial battle
cruiser was hovering above the car
park! I expect it went to warp speed
straight after the photo, because 5
minutes later it was gone. Spooky!
Keep watching! You never know what
you’ll see! (Ed.)

Congratulations!
Many congratulations to Dave
Gethin for winning the Intermediate
Class at the British Glider Aerobatics
Championships at Saltby in May.
(He was glad he won because he’d
forgotten to bring the trophy back
with him from when he’d won it last
year!)
In the picture, he is receiving his
medal from His Grace the Duke of
Rutland (AKA David) and on the
right, someone snapped him
performing an impressive roll in a
K21. Well done Dave!
Photo by BAeA/Leif Culpin

Photo by BAeA/Leif Culpin

I’d Like the one at the Back Please!
Sometimes we think we have
problems hangar-packing. I’m
glad I don’t belong to this
German club!
Maybe German “efficiency”
allows them to make short work
of the problem, but I’d hate to
think how long it would take to
achieve this at Chipping with
our lot! There’d be no time left
for flying! By the time you’d
got the gliders out from the
back, it’d be time to start
putting them all away again!
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Winch Things
The Skylaunch has had new brake discs fitted and the brake pads have bedded in, so the
brakes should now be as good as ever they can be.
Please note, this is no excuse for late braking and, as ever, shackles, parachutes, shock
ropes etc. through the rollers will result in the culprit being soundly thrashed with a wet
lettuce.
The work involved in renewing the brake discs was considerable. My personal, plus our
collective thanks to all who assisted.
Well done also, to all those who learned or relearned to operate the stand by winch while the
Skylaunch was out of service.
On a different note, I have been asked for guidance on inspecting the cables, which we are
all doing during first pull out of each flying day. Accordingly, below are some photos with
explanatory notes.
On the left is a shot of a recently fitted ferrule. Note the ends,
which are belled or trumpet like and the crimping tool marks,
which are well defined and deep.
Compare this with the shot on the right.
Note the ends which have lost the belled
look and are becoming tapered. The
crimper marks are less well defined and
the material thickness is reduced
generally. This ferrule, whilst serviceable
for the moment, is well on the way to needing replacement.
Now compare the one below - well worn, no crimp marks, no
belling whatsoever. This ferrule should have been replaced well
before getting to this state. This is a cable break waiting to happen

The ferrule on the right
is a similar-looking one
that did pull out.

I hope that helps.
Happy flying to all.
John Harter - Winchmaster

Meanwhile, deep in the forges of Mordor!
Sauron, (sorry, John) and Adam doing some
'precision' engineering on the winch, turning down
the brake discs with the help of an angle grinder
:-)
Actually did a fine job!
- Matt Price
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Just Hanging Around!
This month, it’s Glyn’s turn to
share a fun holiday snap with us.
It’s an amazing tale! ... Gripping
stuff! ... A real cliff-hanger!!
Apparently, while on holiday with
friends in Europe, Glyn had
stopped his car at a mountain-top
car park to admire the panoramic
views. Determined to take the
definitive selfie to Tweet to his
mates back home, he stepped
back to get more of the view into
the background and the inevitable
happened! He slid backwards
over the edge and found himself
clinging onto the rock face for
dear life!
His friends, who are used to Glyn’s
antics, naturally assumed he was
just horsing around, so they
helpfully took photos and shouted
ribald encouragement to him before going off for a cup of tea. When they’d finished their
second cup and Glyn still hadn’t joined them, they wandered back to see if he was OK and
found him exactly as they’d left him, frozen motionless and still glued to the cliff face. They
waved, but he didn’t wave back and when someone shouted, “Are you all right Glyn?”, all
they got in reply was a keening wail. It was at this point that it dawned on them that maybe
Glyn wasn’t joking and they sent for Mountain Rescue, who rushed to the scene about an hour
later and finally winched a very stiff Glyn to safety. The paramedics wanted to put an IV line
in, but his friends knew Glyn better and forced some beer and chopped-up pork pie through
his clenched teeth, which soon revived him. It was still two days before he could open his
fingers enough to hold his own pint however! Poor Glyn! On the bright side, perched above
the inversion, it was probably the highest he’d been all season. I just hope he had his FR 300
round his neck to record it!

Quick Quotes!

“If you don’t miss a few planes every year, you’re spending too much time at airports”
- Paul Martin
"If Hell is other people... then Purgatory is airports." - Neil Gaiman
“It is no coincidence that in no known language does the phrase ‘As pretty as an
airport’ appear”.
- Douglas Adams

Editor’s Endbit

And that was the June 2016 edition of the BFGC newsletter! I hope you enjoyed it.
As usual, I want to thank all the contributors for their articles. If you haven’t sent
anything in for this issue, please get ready to put something together for the next time.
We’d all love to hear from you. The deadline date for the next issue will be Sunday 4th
September and I look forward to receiving your contributions. As always, you don’t have
to wait until then. Send me your submissions at any time and I’ll keep them safe until the
next deadline. Please send all copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com Thanks.
- Keith Clarke - Editor

