September 2017

CFI’s Bit!

Oh dear! So that was the summer of 2017! It can be summed up in several ways with one
word only, but I shall refrain from obscenities and use the more polite, “terrible”. I had thought
that the summer of 2016 was pretty poor, but I was wrong.
Despite the poor weather, quite a lot has been achieved, so well done all!

Annual checks
You will all be delighted to know that the eagerly awaited annual checks can commence. These
generally start on October 1st, but I will be putting the list out soon and have no objection to
the checks starting now. All solo pilots require annual checks. If I have missed your name off
the list, it doesn’t mean you can get away with it! Please let me know. (Own up before I find
you out!) If you have a check flight and pass, please make sure you get your instructor to sign
it off at the time.
If you fail any of the checks you must not fly solo until it has been passed. In the case of
launch failures, if you get one wrong, you must pass two consecutive ones.
Whilst we are on the subject of launch failures, there have been many really bad failures. A
common one seems to be trying to turn with insufficient speed, or trying to turn from an
obvious land ahead. Another one is to tell us that if you can’t get in ahead, you are going in the
direction XX, only to go the opposite way! Remember, it’s vitally important to “think ahead”
and “plan ahead,” not just give the instructors the “words and phrases” you think we want to
hear. Had some of the “simulations” been real solo cable breaks, some of you probably
wouldn’t be around to read this newsletter.
Ensure you complete the pre-take-off checks in the correct sequence of CBSIFTCBE. The
reason that “Eventualities” is the last, is that it should be fresh in your mind. One member
recently informed me what he was going to do should we have a launch failure, (whilst still
trying to close the canopy and completely distracted). He then nearly forgot the brakes. When
the “eventuality” happened, that went wrong too!
Engage your brain before every launch. Think cable break, don’t just say it. Plan it and
imagine it happening. Cable breaks don’t just happen on check flights. Real ones happen.
Plan for a “real” one on every single flight. If you don’t do this already, take up golf!

Do you have “any flare?”
Far too many pilots are not rounding out correctly, in many types of gliders,
but this is especially noticeable in K8’s/K13’s. Some are just “flying on”,
which is obvious to those watching, as the glider has a neutral elevator at
touchdown. You should roundout and flare correctly. This ensures touch down
at the slowest possible speed and, if done correctly, will prevent the glider
becoming airborne again should you hit a bump. Not rounding out correctly
is one of the “bad habits” that will be focused on during annual checks.
Not flaring enough is not restricted to lower-experienced pilots either.
After this newsletter, everyone will be watching your roundout and your
elevator!
Make sure you have “the flare!”

Ian Ashton - CFI

N.B. In the .pdf version of this Newsletter, Internet links are active and can be clicked through - Ed
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GASCo Safety Evening
General Aviation Safety Council
Most of you will have attended one or more of
these evenings and for those who have not
attended a GASCo safety event, here is a short
intro.
I can honestly say, I’ve never been
disappointed with the presentations, as there
is always something new, so don’t dismiss it.
The General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo)
delivers Safety Evenings on behalf of the CAA.
These events are designed to provide an opportunity to reflect on General Aviation safety as it
affects you, the people you fly with, together with your clubs and associations and will be
given by a GASCo Regional Safety Officer (RSO).
As usual, Warton will be hosting this event locally and I will liaise on behalf of the club on
names and numbers.
This year’s topics are very similar to previous events, but with a flavour of:

“Aware Today, Alive Tomorrow”
Date: Wednesday 31st January 2018 at 7:30pm.
Venue: Lightning Club, Warton Aerodrome, Warton, Lancashire, PR4 1AX.
Booking: Contact your CSO on 07772385962 or email him at our dedicated
safety@bfgc.co.uk mailbox to express your interest.
The Evening lasts approximately 2 hours, usually with a refreshment break.
Please take your log books along to be signed off as attending this event.
You can find out more about these GASCo events on their dedicated Website
http://www.gasco.org.uk/safety-evenings/safety-evening.aspx
Richard Peake - CSO

Quick Quotes!
A couple of literary quotes this month. Thanks to Ged for finding them - Ed.
Once a man has spent his time in messing about with aeroplanes, he can never forget
their heartaches and their joys, nor is he likely to find another occupation that will
satisfy him so well.
Nevil Shute
You love a lot of things if you live around them, but there isn’t any woman and there
isn’t any horse, nor any before, nor any after, that is as lovely as a great airplane and
men who love them are faithful to them, even though they leave them for others.
Ernest Hemingway
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Our New Trainer!
Grob Twin II Acro (G-DEWP)
After many close calls and dashed hopes, both abroad
and in the UK, we have finally got our hands on another
glass fibre training glider.
As many will know, there is a concern that wood/fabric
gliders’ days are numbered. It could be years away, or
months, or tomorrow. With two thirds of our training
fleet being of this type, we were vulnerable if/when this
happens. The decision was made to acquire another glass
fibre machine, working of course within the budgetary
restraints that a club like ours has to operate under.

Rigged and ready to go!

It is accepted that K13’s have served us very well and are great training gliders, but they do
have limitations. They do not represent the “slippyness” of modern gliders. We have also
trained quite a lot of members who are only comfortable flying wood/fabric machines. Some
are “scared of glass.” This isn’t good for pilot progress.
We want to be able to train members in glass fibre machines, so that they are more prepared
for the transition onto single-seat glass fibre.
We do however intend to hold onto our existing two-seater fleet. This gives us maximum
flexibility, as well as affording some redundancy if one is out of action for maintenance. Those
that prefer to fly wood/fabric will also be able to do so.
Being able to train on a mix of types should also increase experience and adaptability.
Ian Ashton - CFI

The CFI and Chairman trying it out for size.
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HusBos Trip
Husbands Bosworth Task Week August 2017
Having had the opportunity to take part in
and enjoy, HusBos's Club Task Week last
year, a group of us – myself, John Knowles,
Jon Hough, Paul Kamp, Dean Eden and Phil
Punt - decided to return for their Task Week
again in August this year.
The Task “Week” starts on a Saturday and
finishes at the end of the Sunday of the
following weekend, but we decided to travel
down on the first Saturday and used the
afternoon to sort out paperwork and
check/refresher flights as and if required.
For John Knowles and myself, it was
aerotow check rides in a HusBos K21.
The task setting is usually based on a
triangular course which sends you off
An impressive launch line.
towards the most favourable soaring
weather available on the day. You get Met
and NOTAM briefings and relevant and helpful additional local information.
From the full task, which is usually in excess of 300K, you get to pick one you are comfortable
with, (or not to daunted by), because there are several optional additional turning points along
the initial leg and on the final return leg. Points are awarded for each TP reached and for Task
distance flown, so even if you end up in a field or land at another gliding club, you are rewarded
for “pressing on”. The nearest TPs are usually only 10 to 20 km away from HusBos, so the
smallest triangle is around 40 to 50k, making it a great way to get into cross country tasking at
a friendly club.
The best soaring conditions were during the first few days, with Chipping gliders picking up
points and staying respectable distances up the table, but due to deteriorating weather
forecasts towards the end of the week, we travelled back on the second Saturday.
On the last day we flew, (Friday), a
shortened task was set to allow for the
forecast strong upper wind, which turned
out to be pushing 30 knots and although
cloud base was over 3,000ft, very few of the
locals even bothered to venture to the
launch point. Phil in EAM and John in Tango
54 rose to the challenge to find themselves
in very broken lift, due to the wind and the
effects of wave chopping up the thermals.
Phil bagged upwind TP points and was even
brave enough to turn down wind and bag a
downwind one too! John also battled into
wind and was rewarded with bagging the
first upwind TP and set of for the second,
but found himself doing some serious field
picking before getting a save and shooting
off down wind back to HusBos.

Jon Hough passing over Grafham Water near Cambridge.
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Phil and John were rewarded for their efforts, with both of them winning first prizes for the
day in each of their classes. So on Friday, Chipping wiped the board!
For John Knowles and myself, it was especially good to have a good holiday in excellent
company and also to be back flying T54 after both of us had been “grounded” medically for
most of the Summer. On one of the Tasks, I was able to look down on the field I landed out
in last year from a much more comfortable height and didn't have to call on John and Dean
to retrieve me this year.
All of us are provisionally pencilled in for next August, so if you fancy joining us, let me know.
Robin McVean

Looking down on Husbands Bosworth airfield from the cockpit of Jon’s ASW19

Caption Competition!
Incidentally, we’d like to
congratulate Tom on his
90th Birthday, which he
celebrated at the club last
month, with a flight, a
cake and a two-page
spread in the Lancashire
Evening Post!
Nice one Tom! - Ed.

The Astir trailer that was recently
refurbished, failed at the first attempt
to tow it with a glider inside. It
collapsed on the apron and John
Harter had to use the JCB to
reposition it next to the workshop.
The picture of Tom Gregson on the
right was taken during the several
previous attempts to move the trailer,
when he was trying to make sense of
what was going on.
Surely, someone must be able to
come up with a suitable caption!
Reg Wooller
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Nostalgia!
A bit of nostalgia for some.
Since becoming CFI, I have been trying to streamline the card system by removing unnecessary
items that serve no purpose, or are not in line with current BGA guidance. This, I continue to do.
However, we recently had a visit from a previous member in the 1970’s and early 80’s, Harry
Cooper. Whilst looking through his logbook, he showed me a copy of his original “Yellow Card”.
For those that think the current setup is “OTT”, you ain’t seen nothing yet!
See Harry’s card below. The things that had to be done to complete Yellow!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Six different sections of the hill that had to be signed off!
Solo spins and stalls.
Dual loops.
Chandelles and steep turns.
Accurate flying at extremes of trim. (What was that about???)
50hrs P1 before you can solo a K13!!!!!

But the best bit, despite the over-controlling nature of the card for basic flying, was that you
could get yourself into real trouble and go cloud flying after only a briefing!!!!
You couldn’t make it up!!
Ian Ashton - CFI (with thanks to Harry!)
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When in France ...
We were cruising along in our motorhome in France, searching for somewhere comfylooking to stop for lunch. We came across a lay-by alongside a field - a flying field!
Perfect! As we pulled up and settled down, we saw a K21 take off, clearly winch
launched. Out came the binoculars as I contentedly munched my sandwich.
Over the next half hour or so, I became amused, bemused, then slightly horrified. I’d
had a vague notion at the back of my mind that I would try to blag a flight if I came
across a club while in France, but if they’re anything like this one, then I’ll stick to the
home brew, thanks!
My first impression was a very positive one. These guys were fast on the handover.
The K21 landed, was repositioned to the launch point and was back in the air in less
than five minutes and this turnaround was repeated time after time. The ‘landed’ pilot
took off his parachute, handed it to the next flier and solemnly shook his hand. The
next pilot jumped in, hooked on and was away. I should mention that we were in a
largely flat area and other than a few clouds, there was little evidence of thermal
possibilities. All the flights consisted of circuits.
Then, other impressions started to intrude:They didn’t have a DP van, just a small white plastic awning.
thought?

Bit amateurish, I

The chap holding the wing also looked to be in sole charge of the launch, though every
time, there were spare bodies hanging around the launch area.
There was a tractor parked in the launch area, but they never once used it. When the
glider landed, two or three bods would amble over to it, then push it back to the launch
point, whether that was 50 yards or 500 yards up the field. (I didn’t count the ‘push
back’ time in my speedy handover comments).
It took me a while to work out how cable retrieval was being achieved, but finally I
spotted it. The cables (four of them) were hooked on to a car’s tow-ball and pulled
back up to the launch point, where they were untangled and dragged
sideways to the aircraft.
While I watched, a car towed a fully-rigged glider down
the length of the field from the hangar (winch) end
to the launch point, not too distant from the
launch track, while the K21 was being
launched and the cable dropped
back down to the field.
The winch itself was mounted sideways on the bed of a
small truck. It didn’t look exactly stable.
Next time I feel like bitching about our time-consuming
and sometimes apparently pernickety safety
procedures, I’ll think back to this spectacle. I’m sure
those guys were all happy having a day’s gliding. If I
pass that way again next year, I hope they’ll all still be
there – happy, alive, uninjured, with the same number
of gliders to play with. I’ll settle for my slow but safe
berth at BFGC!
John Lydon
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CSO’s Pages
Once again, I’ve decided to update you on what the Safety Committee have been up to since
our last letter. As you all know, our primary objective is to ensure we, as a club, are
engaging with as many pilots and groups as possible across our wider community;
networking across the club community through discussions with other CSO’s. This has been
particularly successful with regular interactions with our nearest neighbours, the Pennine
Soaring Club (Paragliding).
We are also continuing to build and improve the safety pages on the club website, which
contains current information, such as safety briefings from the BGA, our Incident Reporting
processes and much more. Click here to see it: http://www.bfgc.co.uk/safety.html
Improving visibility of the CSOWe have agreed that the CSO will attend Instructor meetings regularly to observe and catch
up with specific issues and news.
The Committee have also agreed it would be useful for the CSO to attend regular meetings
to discuss initiatives, training and updates on general safety around the club.
We will also discuss the CSO role with other Clubs such as Portmoak, where they celebrate
when they pick up a safety issue and don’t just report accidents and potential failures or
incidents.
Safety Concerns and pilots raising pointsAlthough there has been limited use of the safety@bfgc mailbox, I have been approached on
many occasions with safety issues and concerns. I’ve also been approached for advice on the
disposal of hazardous waste, gas leaks, tractor issues and quite a few more.
I have also been working with Trevor, our previous CSO, who has created a Ground Training
programme and helping to recruit mentors and trainers to deliver a structured approach to
our ground ops, contributing to a safer environment.
Reducing Risk and taking reasonable careAs a club we have to ensure we take reasonable actions to ensure we operate as safely as
we can and being an adverse bunch, we are doing well on the whole. We can still do a little
more.
We have had some close shaves, with an inexperienced member driving a tractor into the DP
Van during evening flying. Thankfully he suffered no
injuries and the third party was the DP Van, which was
quickly repaired. This was caused by a miscommunication
and it had been agreed he was not to drive until he could
be taught correctly.
Changing our mind-set
Rather than just reporting when we have an incident, near
miss or accident, I thought I’d share some of the good
stuff we do too.
Recently the flight logger and the lookout noticed that
several visitors were standing with the spare cable around
them on the ground whilst the other cable was being
attached to a launching aircraft and the launch was
delayed correctly.
Pilots suffering a gear up landing recently shared openly
and honestly their flight and what led to the incident,
allowing us to assess what more we can do to reduce these
incidents.
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Another positive coming from these incidents is that the look out and flight loggers did not
radio the pilot during the landing phase of flight, which is the correct action.
Winch launching feedback has improved also, with calls to the winch where launches were
slow, too sharp and especially where the launch went well.
I’ve seen crews who have taken the time to remove several poor or worn repairs during the
first run out, reducing the risk of a launch failure. This was shared again to improve
education.
The Duty Pilots (DPs) have been improving too - (Hardest Job in the Club) - with support
from members doing the work before they are asked. This reduces the workload and allows
the DP to ensure a speedy and safe turn-around.
A K8 was recently DI’d and found to be missing the correct cushion, which was easily
rectified. This again shows we are alert and willing to share minor issues which could have a
massive impact - literally!
Please continue supporting the Duty Pilots in their role by helping out before being asked
and keeping a good look out for each other around the launch site and winch for anything
which could bite.
If you have any safety related concerns or ideas, please feel free to approach the Club
Safety Officer, the Chairman, or the CFI. If it is urgent and relates to the day’s operation,
then report it to the Duty Instructor or, in his her absence, the Duty Pilot.
Discuss any or all issues through; verbal report or discussion, a telephone call, a note into
the office, email to an individual or the Club Safety mailbox safety@bfgc.co.uk
Richard Peake - CSO

More Nostalgia!
'Hangar packing at scale'.
With the arrival of a new,
(to us), club machine, I
wonder what the late
Keith Emslie would have
made of the opportunity
for discovering additional
permutations of
cramming the fleet into
the hangar... And how
difficult the results would
have been to achieve in
reality?
Dave Gethin
Thanks to Dave for
sending in this photo of
Keith, characteristically
hard at work with his
hangar-packing models. To prove he succeeded, I have also added, on the right, a packing
solution he produced, dated 1974. If you want to learn more about Keith, his interesting life
and his links to the Club, click the link below - Ed.
http://www.w823.co.uk/keith_emslie/keith_emslie_obit.htm
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Plane Spotting
Duty Instructors have been rightly concerned in
the past at the number of powered aircraft that
have wandered low over our airfield during
launches. Tasked with finding a way of reducing
this hazard, our friendly neighbourhood CSO,
Richard Peake, scoured the Internet, (Dark Web!)
and spotted an ingenious solution. He has
managed to source and purchase two “Plane
Spotting” uniforms from a Soviet army surplus
store. (Apparently he was offered a couple of SAM
missiles at a knock-down price too, but decided
that this might be too radical a solution for the CFI
- even if approved by the bulk of the membership).
The suits date from circa 1917 and the attached
blurb claims they can “detect even the quietest
biplane or triplane from several miles away”. He bought two, as you can see, one for male and
one for female Duty Pilots (1917 was all a bit before unisex, even in Russia!) All you have to
do is put the Duty Manager’s hi-vis vest over the top and you are fully-equipped and ready to
go. The CSO hopes there will be no dissent from reluctant Duty Managers about wearing this
essential kit at all times while on duty. We’re slightly less sure however, what the procedure
will be if an errant triplane is detected in the skies over Parlick. The best guess is that you stop
the launches so everyone can gawp at the sight, (but maybe, for the sake of the launch rate, he
should have bought the SAMs after all). - Ed.

Intense!

I am pleased to be able to report that the
sense of endeavour is still going strong at
Bowland Forest Gliding Club.
Indeed, only a few months ago, some of our
members decided to turn a quiet, hot day at
Skelling Farm into a serious attempt at
smashing the Guinness World Record for the
number of idiots crammed inside a sweltering
one-man bivouac tent.
It was a valiant effort and they came so close,
but unfortunately they were disqualified at the
last minute, when the Guinness
adjudicator spotted that one of
them wasn’t in fact a bona fide
idiot. Never mind, better luck
next time! And keep striving!

Tower Time

Whilst flying one of Sedburgh School Cadets for his first flight in a glider in July
this year, I asked him to tell me, during the launch, as soon as he could see
Blackpool Tower. He replied “My Granddad used to own that!” I was lost for
words! (Apparently, his granddad is billionaire Trevor Hemmings, ex-owner of
said Tower and current owner of Preston North End football club etc. etc.)
Can anyone else trump that? - Graeme Alexander
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The Right Tool for the Job!
"It's like doing ballet in wellies!" More than a
few of you have probably heard me use that
analogy to explain the experience of forcing a
K21 around an intermediate level aerobatics
sequence. She's a strong glider, but she just
doesn't roll fast enough to make any
derivatives of a 'cuban eight' look good within
the strict criteria of Aresti style aerobatics.
Since these are the highest scoring figures at
intermediate, that's a problem! "But what
about the handicap?" you might think. Sorry,
wrong sport; there's no handicap in glider (or
power) aerobatics, not for the aircraft and
Ready to go (courtesy: BAeA / Nick Buckenham)
certainly not for the pilot. Pick from one of the
five levels between ‘Club’ (AKA beginners) and ‘Unlimited’ and that's your lot! Just to make
things more fun, the better the judges are, the more faults they see and the worse your score
will be. (It's a good excuse anyway). Erm, yes, we DO do this for fun...
2017 is different, though. I'm going to fly the Swift S-1, the most capable aerobatic glider
there is. I'm also moving up to Advanced class! That's what I was thinking, all the way
through the back end of 2016 and early this year. A few of you have been bored by me going
on about it or shared my excitement at the prospect. However, changing priorities regarding
flying (instructor refresher year) and a knack of having a bad cold (thanks, kids) or some
other issue every time a weekend trip to Saltby was practical, kept me from flying her. So
move forward a while and here I was, at Saltby, a few days before the Nationals (now in
August). I haven't even flown her yet and I'm sat in the club house whilst admiring a 1,500'
cloud base!
I'd given up on flying Advanced class more than a week ago. To convert to a new type whilst
flying figures last-practiced in the Fox well over 18 months ago AND to get a proficiency
endorsement AND to participate in the unknown figure selection AND to plan a free known
sequence to play to the advantages of an aircraft I haven't even flown yet; that all sounded
like too much to do! I also remembered an old adage of flying (and engineering), "If possible,
change one thing at once." So, it's another year at Intermediate class, but this time, if I don't
absolutely nail it, I have no excuse.
Roll on Wednesday afternoon and the
cloudbase finally ascends, (after a ‘get-allthe-kit-out-and-put-it-away-again’
experience on Tuesday). Paul Conran asked
me how many flights I'll need to be happy
flying the Swift in the comp, (my fallback
being to fly the K21). I reply as honestly as
I can, "I'm not sure, but I think I'll know
after flight 1". Then the moment came. The
EuroFox tow was ‘interesting’ (read: low
enough over the end of the runway to get
the pulse going and examine some
‘eventuality’ fields in more detail than ever
before) but, once airborne, the Swift was
remarkably settled for such a capable
machine. HASSLL checks were mostly
completed in the latter part of the tow.
At last, proper 45 degree downlines are possible.

12

After releasing, I cycled the landing gear a
couple of times to ensure that I could tell what
down-and-locked and up-and-locked looked
and felt like, (a known weak point of the
design). Finally, it's time to check out the
effect of those enormous control surfaces.
Pushing the stick forward gave an instant
response of negative g to get me onto a 45
degree down line, pulling out to level just
below Va (manoeuvring speed, which is
220km/h, almost 120 knots!) Then I
committed to a roll and the rate was fantastic;
a K21 goes all the way round in about 12
seconds. The Lunak I used to fly and the Fox
can both do the same in about 5, but the Swift
Short, yet protracted wings!
manages it in about 4! It scarcely matches a
powered aerobatic machine or a fast jet, but it's flippin' fast for a glider! Next, I wanted to check
out that mighty elevator with a reasonably hard pull. 6g is recorded and I might be breaking a
sweat, but the glider definitely isn't; she can take +10 / -7.5! I settle into practicing various
figures from the first sequence, checking the *metric* altimeter carefully after each one. I
managed to provoke a wobble at the top of a loop by pulling a bit too hard when too slow, but
relaxing the back pressure easily prevented a flick. Ok, she requires respect but she does bark
before she bites!
Suddenly the radio burbles into life and I can overhear that the EuroFox's engine has decided to
illuminate its Digital Engine Control Unit "something isn't OK" light. I knock off the aerobatics to
conserve energy and give him priority for landing. WULF checks (mainly consisting of gear down,
give it a good tug, check it, check, check, CHECK!) are dispatched quite quickly and soon I'm on
finals, approaching and touching down with only a tiny bounce. Those of you who have had the
pleasure of landing Astir DSU can relate to this; the Swift is not totally dissimilar in landing 'feel'
other than the approach speed. Catering for my inexperience on type, that was 130km/h (70
knots), which feels awfully fast and results in a looooooong float before touch down! Shortly
afterwards, I get out with a grin on my face worthy of the Cheshire Cat. Frankly, I'd have been
happy to fly the comp then, as the hard bit wasn't the aerobatics, but the air / ground interface,
as expected! Still, more practice is definitely a good idea and we hadn't long to wait before
another pre-arranged tug landed (a more powerful Robin, thank God) and made itself available.
Two more practice flights were had by me that day and both resulted in more smiles and a bit of
awe about how easy Intermediate would be in this airframe, provided I didn't make a stupid
mistake. Three flights and some excellent footage, no doubt. Wrong! My trusty DriftHD developed
a faulty SD card connector on the first flight, so that was corrupt. Various issues with others'
equipment (and recording flights not being a priority for the comp itself), meant that from 8
flights in total, I only have one video!
The comp itself was exciting: Despite making a
couple of minor unintentional control inputs
and letting the nose drop a bit early on a halfroll-half-loop, my first flight scored well and I
claimed an early lead. Note to self – the stick
of a really responsive glider with beautifully
light and balanced controls *is* easily moved
and *will* have an effect! Saturday proved to
be a bit of a waiting game for cloud base to go
up and for a second tug to arrive and increase
the launch rate.
Not an all-moving tailplane, but almost.
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My second sequence, (the first of the unknowns), had a slightly
lower score, mainly due to a couple of experiments in technique,
(bad idea). I’d already watched my main competitor, Charles,
hard-zero a high scoring figure earlier on, so I knew there was
some margin for error. Everything was starting to come together
for flight three and in the evening I found out that I’d annihilated
my personal best percentage score for a sequence: 84.43% is
likely to stand for a while! Meanwhile, some late-afternoon
adrenaline was generated by noticing someone (just glad it wasn’t
me) on finals in the Swift with the gear still up. Thankfully, a
beautifully soft round out on the smoothest bit of grass available
followed and no damage was done to the glider at all. By this time
I was targetting 80% overall. I was number 4 to fly on Saturday
morning and, despite having to sacrifice positioning marks, I was
able to fly the entire sequence between the Cu that was popping.
The other beauty of the comp, Graham The Cu then went down, not up, so the others flew a truncated
Saw's Lunak 'Czech mate'
sequence. Annoyingly, my better-scoring and higher-value figures
were the ones the others didn’t fly. By my calculation, I achieved my target. The official record
(with truncated sequence) was 79.911%; so close!
Once His Grace the Duke of Rutland had presented the medals, I took the opportunity for a bit
of Advanced / Unlimited practice. Paul Conran kindly agreed to do some critique and coaching
over the radio. The evening aerotow to 5,900’ afforded the opportunity to listen to half of the
cross-country gliding traffic in the UK, including some calls of ‘marginal’ from the Junior
National Championships at Nympsfield and the Europeans at Lasham.
I took the opportunity to start with a spin, (predictable, but rapid), followed by practice of
tailslides with quarter rolls on the downline. The tailslide is one of the few figures that’s harder
to fly in the Swift than the Fox, as all Swifts are ‘bent’, (slight difference in angle of attack on
the wings due to the original jigs). The first attempts at a canopy-up slide went nicely, so Paul
suggested I swap to canopy-down. He neglected to mention the fact earlier, or at this point,
that the Swift needs a much larger angle of ‘cheat’ for the canopy-down slide. There resulted a
couple of spectacular canopy-up slides, one of which travelled backwards for over 3 seconds (it
seemed a lot longer), before the glider 'nodded', pointing me towards the horizon behind me!
Finally, I worked out the angle required and managed a couple
of presentable canopy-down slides. Paul then suggested a
pushed half-loop. I duly took up a position inverted over the
centreline of the runway at 230 Kph and pushed just beyond 3g.
It felt quite strange, but not completely alien and the comments
in my ear were positive. With height running out, Paul
suggested a couple of rolling turns; the Swift made it feel so
easy. To finish off, making use of the Advanced Box floor, I
rolled continuously toward the downwind leg until at 200m
(600ft). So, that was an Advanced Proficiency Endorsement
done and all prepared for 2018!
Once 'GLUPY' was tucked up in 'The Cook Hangar', I grabbed a
well-earned pint and was looking forward to reviewing the
footage, whilst awaiting the usual fantastic post-championship
buffet. It was then we realised that not only did Paul's GoPro
camera NOT have an SD card in it, but that he had no idea
where the card was. So that's the last flight not recorded and
the second flight misplaced. Ah well, I'll just have to rely on the
memories!
After the last flight - still nowhere
near her limits.
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Some of you will have read my articles, many moons ago, on the details of aerobatic
competitions. Some much better resources are now online in the judging section of the British
Aerobatic Association website (https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/judging). The report from the
Nationals is available there too (https://www.aerobatics.org.uk/contest/result/122) along with
more pictures and (in case you're really bored) you can check out all the pilots' scores and
sequences flown at the bottom of the page.
"Don't try this at home": Well, actually, do try this at home, but only with appropriate
instruction. Training at Bowland is tricky, due to the lack of aerotow, but far from impossible.
Who knows? If there is enough interest, a mini expedition might be practical. Be warned, it
does sharpen your flying, but it's addictive and definitely not the cheapest way of gliding.
Finally, I owe many thanks to Liz for a week's "time off" and George Rizk for letting me fly
G-LUPY.
- Dave Gethin

I Say! - Go Steady Lad!
This is a somewhat delicate matter, but I have
been asked by certain distinguished members
in the upper echelons of the club, to point out
to the membership, that although it it quite all
right for a chap to be very fond of his glider,
(indeed, it’s expected!) public displays of
affection are frowned upon and a sense of
propriety and decorum is expected at all times
when representing Bowland Forest, both on
Club premises and while away on expeditions.
Please take note and try to curb your overexuberance in future Henry! - Ed.
Thanks to Malcolm Baldwin for sending in the photo.

Achievements Galore!
Despite the weather, we’ve just had a bumper period for recent achievements.
We congratulate those named below;
• Matt Price, Tracy Ashton, Richard Peake, for passing their XC
Endorsements (and, having completed the Red Card, being awarded
Yellow ones)
•

Blue Cards to Malcolm Baldwin, Geoff Hughes and Tony Platt

•

Matt Price for converting to his Cirrus (2ZC)

•

Richard Turpin and Dave Stopford for converting to their DG (FFU)

•

Steven Gronow for passing his Bronze Theory exam

•

Craig Marsden for going solo and converting onto a K8

• Phil Punt and John Knowles for being “day winners” during their recent
visit and entry into the HusBos Task Week competition.
• Ian Bannister for completing his first actual field landing during the
Eden soaring expedition week.
Well done to all of you.

- Ian Ashton - CFI
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Instructor Notes
Future Instructors
The next batch of potential instructors are currently in training and working towards their BI
course in early September. May I ask for a bit of patience on some days, as they may queue
jump at times in order to ensure that the pre-course work has been completed.

Distraction
There is little room for distraction in aviation. It is important to carry out all tasks with total
concentration. All DI’s must be thorough and meticulous, safety and concentration at the
launchpoint, paramount.
Pre-take off checks must be uninterrupted. (Gliders still take off with brakes unlocked,
canopies not secured, tail dollies on etc.)
Another aspect of flight that requires total concentration is the landing phase. As well as
checking the windsock, assessing the landing possibilities and options, and looking for other
traffic, it’s important to prepare your glider for landing. If you allow yourself to become
distracted, something vital could be missed.
We have recently had two “wheels up” landings and one late “wheel down”. This could be
caused by distraction, or maybe an indication of pilot overload.
To those on the ground, just a reminder about wheel up approaches. If you are at the
launchpoint and suspect that a glider is about to land wheel up, BGA guidance is to do nothing.
Most gliders will land on grass with minimal damage to pilot and glider. However, a radio call
advising can cause distraction, as the pilot may try to put the wheel down late, mess with
levers and lose control of the glider. (This has led to serious accidents in the past).
We would rather the “pride” of the pilot is hurt, not the pilot’s back, legs or other parts.
Preparing to land? Is your gear down and locked?

Ground Instruction
Trevor Tutthill has put together a team of ground instructors, in order to try to improve the
way we teach and manage ground instruction. (Tractor driving, signalling, ground ops etc.)
This is underway and being rolled out. Thanks to Trevor and the team of ground instructors.

Log Books
If you have a log book, it is probably useful to present it to your instructor after each flight.
This is your record of achievements and an indicator
of experience and progress. It can be very useful
when you take it to another gliding site.

And Finally
The nights are drawing in, the days
getting shorter and temperatures are
decreasing. The message however
is the same. Fly as often as you
can, in as many different
conditions as you can and
try to achieve and learn
something on every flight.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Scene from Above

This time, we have an impressive picture of Ian and Tracy Ashton in the Duo, circling above La Granja, near Segovia.

Don’t Blanik!!
Super Blanik N304MG didn't quite
make it on approach for Runway 27 at
Homestead, Florida - And yes, I've
flown it, but I wasn’t flying it this time!
- Ged Terry

Oops!
But at least he had a safety net! Maybe
we could do with one? - Ed.
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Ged’s Gems!
Paint stripping the Australian way
Here’s news of an all-Australian product discovered by an Aussie mate of mine when he
opened his K7’s trailer.
From: john ingram
Sent: 06 February 2017 00:14
To: Terry, Ged (UK)
Subject: Paint stripper?
Possum piss dissolves aircraft paint; bugger!
John I.

The Mighty T31!
Further to Richard Turpin’s article “A Piece of History” in
the June Newsletter, I never found the T31 to be even
“marginally soarable”.
I’ve had exactly 100 flights in T31s, giving a total of 5
hours 6 minutes. The longest flight was 5 minutes, the
shortest 1 minute and the average just over 3 minutes!
But, who cares, as it’s all flying? (40 of the flights were
on the same day, but perhaps we should draw a veil over
that as it sets a very bad example ...)
I must try to emulate this succinct style of
briefing:
Edwin was never happy when flying with an
instructor, as it tended to make him nervous; after
only two hours dual at Redcar, his instructor said,
"You can't land the bloody thing Swale, but if you'd
like to take it up and break your bloody neck, you
can go."
He went solo with his tutor's words ringing in his
ears and managed to complete the flight without damaging
the machine or himself.
Flight training in the Royal Naval Air Service in 1917. After
only two hours dual, Edwin Swale was sent solo in a Maurice
Farman Longhorn at Redcar racecourse (commandeered to
become a military
airfield in World War
One). He went on to
fly Sopwith Camels,
gaining 16 aerial
victories on the
Western Front in 1918.

“Then I took up ... flying ...”
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A Piece of History!
Chipping Progresses by Going Back in Time
A recent news item that didn’t receive the publicity it deserved, concerned a small pre-war
furniture manufacturer that didn’t receive a cancellation for its war-time transport gliders and
has continued to build them! That the factory is not surrounded by unwanted 1940’s gliders is
no surprise. It was quite common just after the war for aircraft manufacturers to continue
production and then immediately scrap those aircraft produced, to prevent large numbers of
workers entering the labour market. Some have wondered, considering the small number of
Typhoons in the RAF, if Bae ... ?
Be-that-as-it-may, our razor-sharp chairman immediately
spotted an opportunity to reduce our backlog of unflown
voucher holders. With your committee’s approval he has
ordered one, modified with the addition of some 20+
seats and all at 1940’s prices!!!
Knowing I was visiting the area where they are made, he
asked me to call in to view progress – hence the attached
photos, (the glider at that time still without seats).
The wings of course will only be fitted once the glider
reaches Chipping, but looking at their stubs showed a
profile that is unlikely to give a polar as flat as we might
like. Note, the front of the fuselage appears to be missing.
In fact it is formed by a large door, not yet fitted,
originally for loading and unloading vehicles, but
advantageous to us, as it will speed up the turnaround of
voucher holders. The ladder that can be seen at the rear
of the fuselage allows access via a trapdoor to a walkway
that leads to the dual, tandem cockpit (see photo below).
Permanently fixed in the war-time version, in ours, it will
be removed as soon as the B.I. pilot is ensconced in the
cockpit, so isolating him/her from the passengers for the
duration of the duty. This should produce a massive
improvement in our launch rates.
The display stands that can be seen are a leftover from a presentation by the company to
Ryanair. They are considering increasing their load-carrying capacity by towing one of these
gliders behind each airliner. I was
told they were particularly impressed
by the absence of seats and toilets in
the aircraft.
So, we now know why Lewis got his
job; he thinks he will be sitting at the
front of a shiny jet being served
coffees by pretty stewardesses!
John Harter has assured the
committee that with some “tweaking,”
our winch should be able to get this
glider to 400 feet or so.
Checking people out to fly the glider
could be interesting however, as not
even Ged will have flown one.
- Trevor Tutthill

A GAL Hamilcar Mark I - Coming soon to soon to a club near you?
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Typical Gliding Weather!
People will tell you that gliding is a “weather
dependent pursuit” and members of the
general public might quite naturally infer
from this that we only fly in very limited
conditions.
That of course would not take into account
the enthusiasm, passion, resilience,
(obstinacy or utter stupidity) of glider pilots,
all of which combine to encourage them to
turn up, desperate for a
flight, in rain, hail,
snow and tropical heatwaves.
As the three
representative photos
show here, it doesn’t

matter if the
temperature is below
zero, or hot enough to
melt a brass doorknob,
or if the skies are blue
and devoid of lift, or
overcast and drizzly.
Give them the first
sign that an aircraft
could manage at least
a circuit with dry wings and the fleet will be
DI’d and up at the launch point before you
can blink, with a queue of eager aviators,
standing nearby, begging to go first!
Glider pilots - what a breed! You’ve got to
love them. They’re a bit special!

No Fighting Lads!
While on holiday in Northern Ireland
last summer, Graeme Alexander
spotted this very useful facility in
Londonderry and took a photo to
share it with us all. Every town
should have one and we could
certainly do with one at Chipping!
Apparently, the Pilot’s Row Centre is
where disgruntled aviators can take
their disputes and have it all out in
a properly organised fashion!
How civilized!
Thanks to Graeme for sending it in.
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Found in Spain!

We always discover something new when we go
on our annual trip to Spain. Sometimes, it’s a
happy encounter, (like the discovery of Zoco that liquid ambrosia and great cure-all) and
sometimes, it is less glorious, (like being told
that “Gulas” on the menu is ‘fish’ and then
being served an unappetising pile of grey,
evil-smelling worms on a bed of lettuce!) For good or ill, discovery is always in the air.
This year, for instance, Ian discovered religion! It started in a small way, when we
noticed he’d taken to crouching in silent prayer before launching in KHK. (N.B. Nothing
whatever to do with the fact that Tracy did more of the flying this year!) And it ended
with him wandering the streets of Avila dressed as a nun. (Like you do! - Why not? - Lots
of people pick up dirty habits when abroad! - He was happy! - We left him to it!)
Fortunately, the aberration was short lived, and after
a couple of (dozen) restorative Zocos, we soon had
the old Ian back in time to bring him home. (Sorry
about that fellas!)
Meanwhile, I made a discovery of my own, when a
load of Germans came up to me saying, “Dein Bruder
ist hier!” I was a bit perturbed until I spotted a man
sitting on the other side of the aerodrome café with a
very familiar smile on his face. It seems likely that,
during complex foreign troop movements at the end
of the second world war, either his Dad or mine was
a bit naughty and so, here we are, finally reunited!
It’s like an episode of “Long Lost Family!” His
children even call me “Uncle Keith” now! - Ed.

Editor’s Endbit

And that was the September 2017 edition of the BFGC Newsletter! I hope you enjoyed it.
Many thanks, as always, to all the contributors. The season is now slowly heading towards
autumn and then, winter, so you may find you have some time on your hands while you wait
for the next flying day. Don’t forget us and do think about putting your thoughts and
recollections on paper so that we can share them in the next edition. The deadline date for the
next issue will be Sunday, 3rd December. As always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send
me your submissions at any time and I’ll keep them safe until the deadline. Please send all
copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com I’m looking forward to seeing what you have for us.
Keith Clarke - Editor

