December 2021

Chairman’s Bit!
This is the last newsletter before Christmas, so let me wish every one of you, whether you
are a member, former member, visitor or friend of BFGC, all the very best for the festive
season.
As usual at this time, we all look back on the year that has passed but, rather than
remembering the challenges we have faced during the pandemic, I wanted to focus on the
great work that has been done around the club and in particular the efforts of Phil and his
team in refurbishing the clubhouse. I say refurbishment because "redecoration" simply
doesn't do it justice. Their efforts have made the clubhouse look loved again and as it is
literally our front door to visitors and new members, it is once again creating a great first
impression. The majority of the work to date has concentrated on the ground floor, although
we do now have the first floor WC back in operation (after how many years?) as well.
There is still much to do and hopefully members will feel sufficiently motivated to continue
the good work through the winter and finish the project off. If you want to get involved, then
let Phil know, as extra hands are always welcome. Hopefully as well, everyone will take pride
in the work done and do their bit in keeping the clubhouse clean and clutter free.
One unexpected bonus of the clear-out was the re-discovery of the club's original title deeds.
These are genuinely invaluable documents and thanks go to Ian Bannister and Geoff and Liz
Whittaker for recognising what they had found. It was a timely find as well, as it meant we
were able to clarify a couple of important land issues and, in particular, the rights of access
across the airfield enjoyed by our neighbour farmer. As a result, we are close to formalising a
legally-binding licence with our neighbour, which safeguards the airfield and gives the club
control over how, where and when any such access is allowed.
Resolving this land issue probably represents the last outstanding problem, after the
protracted but ultimately successful Rating Appeal and securing CASC status, which lent itself
to my background as a surveyor. It reinforces my own view, flagged at this year's AGM, that
after four years as Chairman, it is time for me to stand down at the next
AGM and to give someone else the opportunity to bring forward their own
ideas and focus to the club. I have to remind you that, to comply with
company law, the club has to have a Chairman, so someone will have to
step forward to take on the role. I should also say that I suspect
that I have been the least experienced pilot to have ever been
chairman, but with the support of an excellent Committee and
CFI we appear to have coped, even through the pandemic!
It would be remiss of me to finish this note without thanking
Ian Ashton for his unstinting work as CFI. As Chairman, I
have been privileged to see how much he has done behind
the scenes, both with and for the club and for the BGA. The
fact that he is the only club member with a part of the
airfield named after him is a fitting legacy.
Once again, Happy Christmas and here's hoping that 2022 is
a darned sight better than 2021 has been for us all!!
Safe soaring!

Richard Turpin - Chairman

Please note that all Internet links in this publication are live and can be ‘clicked through’.
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Fireworks!
The Club Bonfire went with a Bang!
A great night was had by all on what was a later than normal Bonfire event.
Everyone witnessed a spectacular fire with the help of an old glider trailer and the remains of
a pair of K8 wings. The 30 plus crowd couldn’t get enough of the potato pie. Helped down
with beetroot pickles and fresh bread, it totally vanished in record time. This was then
followed with a choice of desserts with ice cream or fresh cream.
Everyone continued the night in the upstairs lounge, entertainment being provided by club
members Henry Stott, Carrie Write and Pete Desmond, along with the wonderful Tess James
and Co. on guitar.
Thanks to all those who helped.
If you have any ideas for an event don’t keep it to yourself. Liz Whittaker is currently
organising a Gin night for the ladies, (dare I suggest a Malt Whisky night for the gents?)
We have a number of new members, so I wonder if they are aware of the club league
competition? You could win yourself 15 free launches. It’s open to all pilots at all levels. If
you need more information, ask any instructor to help.
- Tony Platt

Quick Quotes!
- You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of experience. The trick is to fill the bag of
experience before you empty the bag of luck.
- Remember, you fly an airplane with your head, not your hands and feet.
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Annual returns

CFI’s Bit!

All solo pilots that are not instructors need to complete an annual return for the period from
the 1st October 2020 to the end of September 2021. The annual return gives us info on how
much flying everyone has done in the year, helps us plan what we can do to help each pilot
progress and yes, highlights those members not doing much flying too. Anyone not doing
enough will suffer from skill fade and as instructors, we need to be aware of who needs
additional help/support or supervision etc.
I am obviously aware that everyone has suffered during the last two seasons due to Covid-19
and several lockdowns/club closures. Allowances will be made on the hours/launches flown
and card statuses etc.
Annual returns need to be received before the end of December each year. Please download
the form, complete it, save it and send it to cfi@bfgc.co.uk.
Please remember to tick the box to confirm you have read the latest flying orders (7.27)
Can you please check your form for completion. I’ve already received one with no name on it!
The Annual Return form and Fying Orders can be found on the Members’ page of the club
website, or can be downoaded HERE (Annual Return) and HERE (Flying orders).

Spin training
As most of you will be aware and as reported in the previous newsletter, our primary gliders
used for spin training have been our K13’s. Earlier this year the manufacturer of the K13’s
issued guidance stating that they strongly recommended that K13’s should no longer be used
for spinning or cloud flying. As a result, in one foul stroke, we lost the ability to teach an
important aspect of the BGA syllabus just like many other clubs.
All members learning to fly will have to have received full spin recovery training at some
stage before going solo. We cannot send anyone solo without this and we cannot just ignore
part of the core syllabus for convenience. This may have to be done offsite until we are able
to resolve the situation (see further article on page 6.)
We will be able to recommend options when required. Those of you that are a bit “lighter”
may be able to couple up with a “lighter” instructor and achieve full spin training and
recovery in the Acro (EWP).
This restriction and the possible need to go offsite for pre-solo pilots does not affect annual
checks, as there is plenty of refreshing we can do for pilots without going into the full spin (as
long as those pilots have received full spin recovery training at some stage).

Further Instructor news
In the last newsletter I announced that Richard Peake was due to attend his instructor course,
upgrading from his basic rating. I am delighted to announce that Richard passed the course
and will now be working alongside duty instructors whilst he builds his experience up, (a
standard process). He is now a Flight Instructor and has lots to offer. Well done Richard,
highly deserved!

New members
When a new member joins the club, I receive notification. There seem to be lots of new
members joining and I don’t want to name them all in case I miss someone out, but I
welcome you all. Please ask questions and enjoy flying with us.

Booking System
Please remember that we have 4x priority booking slots available each
weekend day, open to all members, the link and info can be
found on the Members’ page of the website, or HERE.
Ian Ashton - CFI
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Memorable Flights
Well, you did it again! I’ve warned you before. If no one sends in any flying articles,
you’ve condemned yourselves to sitting through another one of my aerial tales. Let that
be a lesson to you! –Ed.

Sometimes, the most satisfying
and memorable flights aren’t
necessarily the well-executed
cross-countries, or the longduration marathons, but just
when things come together to
give you a flight you really
weren’t expecting.
It was the first day of a club
expedition to Saltby in the
summer of 2018 and I’d just
rigged the Ventus. I hadn’t
flown it for a couple of months
and I was looking forward to
re-acquainting myself with my
Looking down on Saltby airfield from 2,500 feet
glider. Unfortunately, the
weather wasn’t playing ball. It was a hot, breathlessly still June afternoon and by the time I
was ready to head off to the launch point it was obvious that nothing was likely to stay up
much in those conditions. I debated for a while as to whether it was worth dragging the
glider all the way to a launch for just a circuit, but it was the first day of the expedition and
I’d just spent ages rigging and DI-ing, so I decided I might as well give it a try.
On arrival, my suspicions were realised as I was told by the people there, that it was
basically just a circuit day. I still wanted a chance to re-familiarise myself with the Ventus
however and decided that the best I could hope for was to take an aerotow to 2,000 feet and
then drift back down in still air for a basic 15 minute flight, (trying not to beat the tug back!)
Just as we were setting off, the tuggie and I noticed a line of scrubby cloud forming to the
north of the airfield and we decided to head that way. He released me at the agreed 2,000
feet and I found myself some 300 feet above the base of the clouds as I approached them
(yes, it was that good a flying day!)
Part of me considered diving down the 300 feet to slip under the clouds and see if there was
any sustaining lift to be found there, but the scrooge in me refused to throw away 300 feet
of expensive aerotow, so as I neared the clouds, I turned left to fly along the face of the
cloud bank and wait until I descended to below cloudbase.
And that was when I noticed that I was in lift. It was nothing spectacular, just a quarter of a
knot and elusive, but it was there, so I carried on gently nursing the Ventus up and down the
cloud face and maintaining height. Over time, the lift rose to half a knot and then a full knot
and, rather than maintaining, I started gaining height. It was never easy flying and the
height was tortuously gained, but by dint of a concerted effort and careful flying, I slowly
managed to rise to just under 3,000 feet and stay there.
From this perch, I was able to successfully settle back comfortably into flying my aircraft
again and familiarising myself once again with the main landmarks around Saltby airfield. It
was just the flight I needed at the start of the expedition.
I soon realised that what I’d flown into was the leading edge of a sea-breeze front. Hopeless
for gliding once they’ve passed through, but just like ridge soaring if you can stay on the
front edge while they develop. I carried on happily beating back and forth along my cloudy
ridge for some time until eventually, I turned a 180 at the end of the cloud bank and by the
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time I’d completed the turn,
I saw that the cloud behind
me had evaporated away to
nothing and I found myself
in ‘post sea-breeze air’.
Inevitably, I didn’t find a
single bit of lift after that
and concentrated on slowing
my descent as much as I
could through the still air.
It certainly wasn’t an epic
flight, but it was a very
satisfying one. I landed 46
minutes after take-off, which
was a darned sight better
Soaring the cloud ridge.
than the 15 minutes I was
expecting and I was met with envy by those on the ground. No one else had managed to
contact the short-lived lift while it was there and I ended up with the longest flight of the
day. So, it was well worth dragging myself and the glider to the launch point and I had a
smile on my face as I put the covers on in preparation for a celebratory beer in the
clubhouse! - Keith Clarke

It Takes All Sorts!

Aircraft come in many strange
shapes and sizes. This version
of the Gloster Meteor was an
adaptation model from the
1950s to test whether a pilot
would fly the plane better in a
prone position at high G.
Thankfully, the idea didn’t
catch on! It puts me in mind
of Prince Charles’ quote about
an extension to the National
Gallery, claiming it looked like
“A monstrous carbuncle on the
face of a much-loved and
elegant friend”.

And this fat dragonfly of an aircraft is
a French Riout 102T Alérion
ornithopter from the 1930s. The idea
that aircraft could be made to imitate
birds, with flapping wings was slow to
die out and this was yet another failed
attempt to prove the concept.
The machine got as far as ground
testing in 1936, but inevitably, the
wings broke before enough lift was
generated to sustain flight.
It seems like the closest man is ever
going to get to flying like a bird is in a
sailplane! -Ed.
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Fleet Upgrade
Following on from my previous article on Spin training (Page 3) - Ian Ashton
Ever since I joined the club in 1985, a frequent topic of conversation has always been, “What
happens when the K13’s have to be replaced?” We have pretty much continued to
dodge/ignore that thought for a long time, probably too long. Now is the time! Our K13’s are
1960’s designed gliders, have served us well, but no longer represent the types of gliders that
members will fly when solo. People tend to get a bit sentimental about the K13’s, but they are
old, cramped, uncomfortable and have poor performance. Maintaining them is also an issue
that is only going to get worse as there are less people around with the relevant skills. Most
commercial operations won’t work on them, as they are too time consuming and costly.
The K13’s saving grace for some time has been that we used them for spin training, but no
more.
Our committee decided to bite the bullet and investigate replacement options. This is
something we must do in order to teach the full BGA syllabus. We have no choice; we will be
at a disadvantage if we cannot offer this. There is little choice of two-seaters available that
will cover the full BGA syllabus and our own requirements (including fitting into the hangar at
night). Suitable secondhand options don’t come up for sale.
The two options considered were the SZD Allstar “Perkoz” and a Glaser Dirks “DG1001 Club
neo.”
In order to carry out due diligence, I contacted many clubs that own the Perkoz to see what
they thought of the glider for club use and I also received information on the DG. I contacted
CFI’s, DCFI’s and other club representatives and pilots and I also viewed a Perkoz. Once I
had gathered all of the information, I organized two instructors’ meetings and presented my
findings to them. Committee members were also invited to attend. 13 instructors attended,
plus 4 committee members over a weekend.
After reviewing the information and much discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the
instructors should recommend to the committee the purchase of a DG1001 Club neo.
I am pleased to announce that our committee agreed that we should move this forward and
we have placed an order. DG’s order book has gone nuts since the K13 issues were
announced, but we have been lucky and have managed to bag an earlier delivery slot, which
is currently in February 2024.
So, this is great news. This purchase will secure and future-proof us for many years to come
and be a massive asset to our members and the club. It will complement the rest of the
gliders and be a step nearer to a more modern fleet.
Further info on the DG can be found by following the links below.
https://www.dg-aviation.de/flugzeuge/dg1001clubneo/
https://www.dg-aviation.de/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-DG-1001Club_d.pdf

Picture by Dennis Schmidt
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Ged’s Gems!
Following on from Ged’s popular series of postmortems of the previous newsletter, this
month, he has written in the following regarding the September issue. Ed.
I must point out a howler. "Be Prepared" isn't a
mid-1950s photo! It's the Bristol 138A, which gained
nine altitude records in the 1930s, culminating in
5,3937 feet on 30 June 1937. The pressure suit that
the pilot is wearing was tested to an equivalent of
80,000 feet.
Absolutely correct Ged, but as a journalist, I’m
loathe to let the facts spoil a good story- Ed.
What's in a name ?
The registration G-ANAL was allocated to
the S-51 helicopter shown on 27 July
1953. The CAA was not formed until 1972
so the unfortunate registration did not have to get "past the
CAA". The indelicate registration was eventually spotted
however as the helicopter was re-registered G-ANZL in
February 1955.

On page 5, the implication in the diagram of the 45 degree
angle is a common fallacy and gross exaggeration. In a normal circuit the angle is something
nearer 20 degrees.
I’ll admit to a degree of poetic licence there. I
wanted to fit the glider onto the same page as the
protractor. If I’d put the glider where it should have
been for an appropriate distance and angle, it would
have appeared in next March’s issue! In the
meantime, here is a picture of me on finals to
Fuentemilanos aerodrome in 2019. I’m willing to bet
that my angle is well above 20°, but with the
possibility of gliders waiting to aerotow on the piano
keys, sudden exciting bursts of Spanish sink, a strong
headwind and the luxury of a kilometre of tarmac in
front of me, I opted for a high and fast approach with
lots of airbrake. - Ed.
Continuing "Control Curiosities", George
Handasyde's ‘Handasyde Glider’ of 1922
had a lever for the right hand to operate
the elevator while the ailerons were
operated by the left hand grasping the
control cable running across the cockpit. I
assume the rudder was operated by the
feet.
Thanks Ged as usual for all your comments and input. -Ed.
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Ringing the Changes
I have decided that it’s time for me to stand down as CFI. I will continue
until March/April next year, or around the time of the AGM. By that time,
I will have served as either DCFI or CFI for 16 years without a break,
the last 6 of those years will have been as CFI. I have also been
volunteering as an instructor at Chipping without any break for 32
years.
I am delighted to announce that Phil Punt has agreed to do another stint as
CFI, so the club will be in excellent, experienced, and safe hands. In order
to ensure that there is a smooth transition and to give Phil time to get up to
speed, he has taken over as DCFI with immediate effect, replacing Pete
Desmond who has stood down.
I wish to take this opportunity to express my enormous thanks to Pete for all
of the work he put into being DCFI. It’s been great to be able to discuss issues together and
come up with a plan, always with the best interest of the club (and its members) at heart.
Sometimes those decisions were difficult.
It’s also worth mentioning that Pete has done two stints as DCFI and one as CFI himself. I
believe Pete has more than earned the right to have more free time to do his own thing,
maybe to even have the time to fly his own glider!
Those around at the time when I became CFI, will remember that the first thing I did was to
organise two “open” meetings for all members to attend. We had a packed lecture room on
two days. I invited discussion from all members, both long-standing and new, and listened to
comments regarding what members thought of the club, good and bad, what could be
improved and what aspects of our structure members found frustrating. I was particularly
interested in what new members thought, as new members see things that established ones
don’t. (We become blind to the bad stuff). I also discussed with members my intentions for
the club and what my vision was.
Members views and opinions were pretty much in line with mine. These were mainly.
•
•
•
•

Simplify the card system (a major cause of frustration, especially the solo white and red)
Modernise the club
Try to boost the instructor numbers
Update the fleet

At times there has been resistance to change. Some find change uncomfortable. It’s
sometimes been a battle to achieve anything, which is a shame. You sometimes have to
crack eggs to make an omelette and as I look down on the floor, I am surrounded by
eggshells!
A member recently said in an email to me, “If you analyse those who criticize the most, you'll
see they are the ones who attempt the least.”
All clubs have to adapt and change for the era they are in. They will only progress if they live
in the present, plan for the future and not live continually in the past.
Some changes which took place during my term as CFI
• Card system modernized and simplified with out of date items and restrictions removed
• Hill checks moved to white card from red (hill soaring opportunities for early solo pilots)
• Yellow card pilots now self-authorizing (It was previously just blue card)
• 8 members upgraded to basic instructor
• 2x Basic Instructors upgraded to Flight Instructor (and another in the process)
• 2x lapsed instructors, ratings regained.
• 1x Flight Instructor gained
• 1x Full Category Instructor gained
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• 1x Assistant Instructor upgraded to Full Category Instructor
• Acro (EWP) purchased after extensive search throughout Europe.
• DG 1001club neo on order
• New runway 30R built to offer more winter flying opportunities
• Instructor training funding support agreed.
• Personal navigation device brackets fitted to most gliders
• Online booking system implemented so that all have access to a more modern way of
organizing lessons, rather than relying on an outdated flying list which benefits those that
live nearer.
Challenges for the future
Compared with many other clubs, we are extremely healthy. We own everything. We have a
growing membership, with lots of nice people. We have an amazing and dedicated instructor
team and many other individuals that work really hard for the club, especially the committee
members, inspectors and those that look after maintenance and the field.
Having a lot of members looks great on the balance sheet, but we need to get more people
to solo. It is only from the pool of solo members that we generally get duty teams, winch
drivers and, later down the line, Instructors. The pool is drying up, as we are not getting
enough to solo. In this aspect we are not doing very well.
We should stop trying to get a flight for all of the many members that turn up ad-hoc and
concentrate on giving more flights per day to a smaller number. This is how pilots will make
faster progress, more flights and airtime each day they fly. One flight per day is not enough.
It’s paying lip service.
Airspace is another issue. It’s already happening as more airfields and commercial operations
attempt to grab chunks of airspace. We continue to fight this one.
However, I have every confidence that Phil will meet these challenges head on when he takes
over. As before, a safe and experienced pair of hands, he will always have my full support.
Being CFI is a demanding job. The CFI is responsible for everything flying and operationally
related. It takes up a lot of time and resources. So much work is done in the background
that no-one ever sees.
Many people forget that it’s a volunteer role solely for the benefit of others. It has however,
been a privilege to be the CFI of Bowland Forest.
There is one person that I haven’t thanked yet and that’s my wife
Tracy. When the challenges were great, she always had my back and
was there to support. Thanks Tracy.
All that remains now is to wish you all a happy Christmas and hope
that you achieve your goals next year.
Ian Ashton - CFI

Quick Quiz!
This pilot wants to jettison some ballast.
What is he permitted to pop into his handy
container?
A. Water
B. Fine Sand
C. A small amount of TNT and a detonator
D. None of the above
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Scene from Above

On the very eastern tip of the north shore of the Firth of Forth, as it spills out into the North Sea, lies the exmilitary airfield of Crail, set out in an intriguing star shape. First built in 1918, it served as a Naval Air Training
base in WW11. Nowadays, the buildings are mostly derelict and the site hosts motor sports and a pig farm!
It was an interesting downwind hop for me from Portmoak one year, (but not nearly as interesting as trying
to get back into wind before heavy rain shut down operations at Portmoak just over 30 miles away!)

Progress?

Once upon a time, passenger air
travel was a civilised activity, where
people dressed up to travel in
luxurious aircraft and were treated
like royalty. Seats were spacious
and comfortable, delicious meals
were served by solicitous cabin
crew and everyone smiled - all the
time!

And then someone came up with
the bright idea of budget
airlines!
Hooray for progress!

11

Safety Briefing
December2021
Hello from your new Safety Officer. Having taken up the
post a couple of months ago, here are my thoughts on how
I want to approach the task - I’ll start with a summary of
recent history and where I think we currently stand, then
set out my proposal to reinforce a good health & safety
culture in the club. Later in the Newsletter, I’ve included
some pointers to the more significant hazards we might
encounter over the winter.
I joined the Club early in 2018, so my memory doesn’t go
back as far as many of yours do. My impression then was of
a friendly, well-run club with a good safety culture. Ian, as
CFI, ran a tight ship, whilst Richard Peake was very active
as CSO, keeping us well informed on topical safety issues.
There were though, several ‘near miss’ incidents reported
that year, many of them concerning Ground Ops,
particularly winching and cable handling. Any of these could
have had serious consequences, but fortunately didn’t. Richard pointed this out in no
uncertain terms, Trevor Tuthill set up a Ground Ops coaching scheme and matters did
improve in 2019. Then Covid-19 hit, severely limiting our operation throughout 2020. We
recovered gradually this year with a return to near-normal flying at the start of the summer
season, though still with some restrictions.
This year, I’m aware of 6 significant incidents; all but one of which I witnessed myself, so I
suspect there may be many more which I’m not aware of. Four concerned lapses in
adherence to our established Ground Ops procedures. In one, the winch driver gave all-out
on the take up slack signal, quite likely due to fatigue; one high-g launch was given due to a
premature all-out signal with slack in the cable; one glider was launched with a recently
landed glider in a vulnerable position on the field and one very slow launch was given due to
incorrect winch settings and over-reliance on Launch Assist. Any of these could have had
serious consequences, but again fortunately didn’t. The remaining two incidents concerned
an improperly latched canopy which could have opened in flight and a slip on ice whilst
exiting a glider causing minor damage to a canopy. I’m also aware of a question over lone
working/maintenance of grass cutting equipment, which I’ve not yet followed up.
The return of the Ground Ops incidents is a worry, as they do have the potential to cause
serious injury or damage. I appeal to all of you to take extra care; we need to fill up our bag
of skill before our bag of luck runs out. Action has been taken; Ian has made some detailed
changes to the Ground Ops procedures, Trevor Tuthill and Tony Perry have given the Ground
Ops Best Practise document a general facelift to include the latest changes and also make it
clearer. That’s on the website HERE and I recommend you all read this and imprint it on
your memory- there’s much wisdom in it. It covers Ground Ops generally, including handling
gliders and vehicles on the ground, launch point layout and procedures, cable handling and
Launch Marshall duties - but not winching, which has its own web page.
Beyond that I believe we do need to polish up our Health and Safety culture. Our safety
performance has slipped a bit over the past couple of years, at least partly due to reduced
activity through the pandemic. In short, there’s a bit of rust setting in. I think that the
culture which Richard promoted, an open no-blame culture where everyone feels free to
raise safety concerns and has confidence that they will be dealt with constructively, is our
best defence, so we need to breathe new life into it. The hope is that we will all then ‘think
safety’ in everything we do.
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Here’s how I see it working. Anyone can raise an Incident Report. This complements the
formal BGA Incident Reporting for incidents involving injury or damage and picks up the
‘near-miss’ incidents. What sort of thing should be reported? Anything which did, or might
have, affected the safety of our operation. The aim here is to learn lessons, not to place
blame, so if you think ‘we might have done that better’ then raise an Incident. To do that,
just let me know what happened - by email to safety@bfgc.co.uk, by phone, or in person. If
more than one individual was involved or witnessed the incident, it would be helpful to know
who, so I can get a statement from them also. From the statements, I will compile an
Incident Report which will be entirely anonymous- no names in it, though it may identify
contributors by function (e.g. winch driver) if that’s relevant. I will also compile a log of all
the incidents reported and will summarise the results in my reports to Committee. I plan to
make the log and I hope eventually the Incident Reports themselves, available on the club
website. But I will rely on all of you to let me know what is happening out there.
How will this information be used? In several ways. Some incidents may be sufficiently
significant in themselves to require immediate action. I expect (and hope!) that these will be
very rare, but reviewing the incidents recorded over a period may reveal patterns helping us
to target the most significant areas for action. And at a personal level we can all learn from
the recorded incidents; we learn from our own mistakes, but it’s much less painful to learn
from someone else’s.
Fly safe!

- John Klunder, CSO

Bladerunners!
As if James Bond’s jet-pack wasn’t dangerous enough, this
foolhardy soul has decided that nothing would benefit
mankind more than individual heli-packs. It looks
horrendously unstable to me and I can only imagine how
bad the noise and vibration in flight must be! Put your
hands up if you fancy one - but definitely not while you’re
flying it, of course!
Meanwhile, below, the Navy is experimenting with cargo
transportation using giant gyro-copters. The theory is that if
the tug can generate enough speed, the cargo barge will lift
off and can be towed with virtually no drag, saving fuel and
increasing speed. Good luck with that in a crosswind!

Incidentally, while on the subject of
bladed flight. I always knew that the
word ‘helicopter’ came originally from the
Greek, and I assumed it was formed from
two words, ‘heli’ and ‘copter’. As a linguist, I
was delighted to find out recently that the
French had a hand in this and in fact the two
French words are ‘helico’ (from the Greek
‘helix’, meaning spiral) and ‘ptère’ (from the
Greek pteron, meaning wing - as in
pterodactyl!) You live and learn! -Ed.
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Winter Safety
Stay safe this winter!
Some things to watch for…
Currency. We’ve had a couple of years
now when outside factors have limited our
flying, so we may be less current than we
would like to be going into winter. This
applies to ground ops as well as flying.
Increasing desperation to fly may tempt
you to over-estimate your ability to cope
with the conditions on the day. Be realistic.
If in doubt, there’s no doubt… consider a
2-seater check.
Cold damp weather. The potential for
low cloud and misting canopies is obvious and these can occur suddenly, so be aware and
watch for the signs. Perhaps less obvious is fatigue - when cold we tire more quickly and
concentration suffers. Don’t feel pressured to carry on to the point where your performance
deteriorates, take a break and warm up. If you’re on duty, ask for relief.
Low sun. Most obvious on launch and landing but it can also be a problem whilst soaring the
ridge, or indeed in any situation when flying into-sun. Anticipate. Avoid a directly into-sun
course if possible and if you know you will have to make a turn into-sun, then carry out a
thorough lookout beforehand to be sure your proposed course is clear. A dirty canopy can
make the problem much worse, check at DI and before each fight. If the canopy does need
cleaning, do it properly with the right materials; anything else is likely to make matters
worse and damage the canopy too.
Muddy airfield. Mud (and snow, for that matter) gets everywhere, particularly in wheelboxes
and winch hooks, and in cold weather it can freeze. Consider that in your ABCD checks, clear
it before flight if necessary and wash gliders thoroughly before putting them away. Some
areas of the field may be unavailable for landing, putting extra pressure on circuit planning.
Landing on the tracks requires greater accuracy, especially in a crosswind.
Ground Ops. There have been four recent incidents involving Ground Ops, any one of which
might have had serious consequences. All involved a failure to observe our normal procedures
and fatigue was a factor in at least one of them. All Ground Ops roles are safety critical – take
extra care and if you are unsure of current procedures, then read through them again.
There’s a good guide for most Ground Ops roles, except winch driving, on the website HERE.
This has been updated in the light of recent incidents, thanks to Trevor Tuthill and Tony Perry.
Winch driving has its own page HERE with several relevant documents.
- John Klunder - CSO

Smile Please!
There’s nothing new under the sun and
although we feel very up-to-date with
our GoPro’s in the cockpit, it seems that
pigeons were using them long before us!
Apparently, the cameras in this photo
were patented in 1908 and used in both
world wars and on reconnaissance
missions. Watch the birdie! - Ed.
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Small Ads

In the last issue, I put some of my no-longer-required gliding equipment up for sale. The
response was good, but I was surprised to be left with what I considered to be the two gems
of the sale. I’m in no great hurry to be rid of them and will probably put them on the
Internet in the new year. In the meantime, I thought I’d put them up here again in case
anyone wants to have second thoughts.
Yaesu FTA 550L 8.33 Airband Transceiver
with charger stand, leads and a spare battery
- £175
I found this an extremely useful bit of kit.
I sometimes had to use it in the cockpit when my
radio went down. It has a clip on the back that
attached to my parachute harness and made it easy
to reach and operate. It was also invaluable on
expeditions as a ground station to monitor the flights
of other members and know when they were coming
in to land and needed retrieving.
LXNav Colibri II igc flight recorder
- £175
I missed out on a Diamond distance one year because the
batteries in my logger ran out during the flight. I bought
the Colibri immediately after that and used it for ‘belt and
braces’ backup. It is very compact and I just velcro-ed it to
the side of the cockpit and left it to do its job. On very long
flights, I connected a standard portable phone charger to it
to extend its life and it never let me down. It is fully FAI
approved for all badge claims up to Diamonds and gives
great peace of mind.
If you are interested in either of these, contact me on soaringkeith@gmail.com

Double-Take!

As if the launch point wasn’t confusing enough, Graeme Alexander sent in this photo (left)
taken from the DP van, of a launch about to take place with a ghost reflection in the window
apparently showing another aircraft on the track facing it head-on! Good job it was all just
smoke and mirrors.
On the right, Graeme also sent in a picture he took at Leicester airfield to show us what must
be one of the best kept signal squares in the country. Impressive! I hope you know what it
all means! (Rushing off for my Laws and Rules as we speak - Ed).

15

Treasurer Wanted
Treasurer Vacancy
Some of you know this was on the cards. I have been the
treasurer for a number of years now and I have made a
number of changes, most of them welcome due to the amount
of money saved and some perhaps not as welcome (50p for a
cup of tea or coffee).
Whatever I’ve done over the years has always been for the
good of the club and that continues to be my main role. A lot
of you also know that I get involved in all areas of running the
club. This is not what the treasurer’s job is about.
I’m looking for my replacement, which is not an easy task. I
am looking for someone I can show the ropes to. I will have completed the year 2020/21
and will be attending the AGM as treasurer, hopefully for the last time, in March 2022. I
realise it is not a job you can just handover and expect someone to run with it. Let me be
clear, I’m not looking for someone to do everything I do. The person who takes on the task
needs to be good with figures and be able to keep records of where the money goes and
comes from, while making sure suppliers are not ripping us off. That’s about it. You don’t
need to be an accountant. We have a perfectly good accountant who will help you if needed,
also I’m not going anywhere and I will be on hand to help. It does mean you will be in a
position of trust and you will become a director of the club, helping to make the decisions
that will possibly stay with the club for years to come, like buying new aircraft. Wouldn’t it
be good if the next treasurer could find the finance to bring back aerotow to the club! If you
relish the challenge why not give it a go.
I will continue to be a committee member for a while after and I wish to keep helping in
other areas of the club. I am currently selling my business and looking forward to quietening
things down a little and enjoying what time I have left, who knows how long that will be.
I have cleaned out my Outlook inbox so I don’t miss the hundreds of email requests for the
position. Please email me at treasurer@bfgc.co.uk or softpriced@gmail.com
- Tony Platt - Treasurer

Happy Faces!

That’s what we like to see - happy faces! And it was smiles all round for these members as
Jon Moxon flew his first solo and Richard Peake completed his Flight Instructors’ course.
Even Ged looks vaguely happy! Congratulations to all! - Ed.
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Time for a Cuppa?

Well, our beloved treasurer has done it again! Thanks to Covid and social distancing rules,
the DP van has largely lost its function as a gathering space for members in inclement
weather, so Tony had a word with Bob, (who was looking for a way to boost his pension) and
they came up with a plan that benefits everyone. Burgers, butties and hot coffee at the
launch point from now on! - What could be better! -Ed.

Seaso

!
s
g
n
i
t
e
e
r
G
n’s

...and may the coming
year make up for the past two!

Editor’s Endbit

And so we come to the end of another newsletter and another year! Let’s hope things get a lot
better very soon! As usual, a huge thank you to all the people who took the time and effort to
contribute and make this edition such a success. Remember, we always need your contributions!
The deadline date for the next newsletter will be Sunday, 6th March and I look forward to hearing
from you. As always, you don’t have to wait until then. Send me your stuff at any time and I’ll keep
it safe until the next deadline. Please send all copy to soaringkeith@gmail.com
Stay Safe and Happy and have a great Christmas (in spite of everything!) Keith Clarke - Editor

